
!

!

Parish	Staff!
Rev.	Robert	Kelly,	OP,	Parochial	Administrator!

Deacon	John	Murphy!

Deacon	Gregg	Sroder!

Sister	Anne	Becker,	Pastoral	Ministry!

Cindy	Hoffman,	Parish	Bookkeeper!

Jill	Kilzer,	Music	Ministry	!

Steve	Kowal,	Maintenance	Engineer!

Linda	Rivera,	Parish	Secretary!

!!

Liturgy	Schedule!
Monday	�		Wednesday	�	Friday	8:00	am	!

Tuesday	8:00	am	Word	&	Communion	Service!

Thursday	�	9:30	am	at	Community	of	Saints	School!

Saturday	�	4:00	pm		!

Sunday	!	10:00	am!

!!

Reconciliation	!
Saturday	!
3:00	pm 	�	4:00	pm 	and	by	appointment!

!!

Sacraments	!
Please	contact	the	Parish	Office	regarding	baptism,	marria-

ge,	first	commuinon	or	confirmation	information.	!

!!

Prayer	Line																			Parish	Center	Hours�

651.457.0228																Monday�Friday		8:30	am	�	4:30	pm	!

651.455.5473!															Address:	490	Hall	Avenue!

																																																													St.	Paul		MN	55107					!

!!

!

!

!!

!

!

!

!

651-224-9793 

Fax 651.227.2688 

510 Hall Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 55107  

Website: st-matts.org 

 

CHURCH OF ST. MATTHEW  

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 18, 2016    

Readings	for	the	Week	of	December	18,	2016!

Sunday: Is 7:10!14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1!7/Mt 1:18!24�

Monday: Jgs 13:2!7, 24!25a/Ps 71/Lk 1:5!25�

Tuesday: Is 7:10!14/Ps 24/Lk 1:26!38�

Wednesday: Sg 2:8!14 or Zep 3:14!18a/Ps 33/Lk 1:39!45�

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24!28/1 Sm 2/Lk 1:46!56�

Friday: Mal 3:1!4, 23!24/Ps 25/Lk 1:57!66�

Saturday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1!5, 8b!12, 14a, 16/Ps 89/Lk 1:67!79�

Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1!5/Ps 89/Acts 13:16!17, 22!25/Mt 1:1!25 

or 1:18!25�

Night: Is 9:1!6/Ps 96/Ti 2:11!14/Lk 2:1!14�

Dawn: Is 62:11!12/Ps 97/Ti 3:4!7/Lk 2:15!20�

Day: Is 52:7!10/Ps 98/Heb 1:1!6/Jn 1:1!18 or 1:1!5, 9!14!

!



!

From Father Bob! !
�

Faith	Both	Human	and	Divine!

!

I	want	 to	begin	 this	 re�lection	by	directing	your	attention	 to	your	hands.	 If	 someone	 is	

reading	this	re�lection	 for	you,	because	you	are	unable	to	see,	gently	touch	your	hands.	

You	might	have	some	loose	pale	skin	with	a	few	age	spots.	You	might	have	blue	colored	

veins	 pulsing	with	 your	 blood.	 You	might	 have	 the	 outline	 of	 small,	 fragile	 bones	 and	

tendons.!Undoubtedly,	 you	 have	 scars	 from	 cuts	 that	 healed	 long,	 long	 ago.	 And	 there	

might	 be	 some	 callouses	 and	 painful	 arthritis	 developed	 through	 the	 years.	 And	 those	

�ingernails���maybe	 cracked,	 maybe	 smooth,	 maybe	 discolored,	 maybe	 polished,	 and	

maybe	missing.	Fingernails	are	so	hard	to	care	for	and	so	painful	to	loose.	If	you	wear	a	ring	or	a	watchband	

that	 once	 �it	 perfectly,	 they	 now	maybe	 a	 little	 tight	 or	maybe	 a	 little	 loose.	 A	 ring	 or	watchband	 never	

change	in	size.	This	means	something	is	changing	in	you.		!

Our	lives	of	faith	are	about	things	that	have	happened	and	about	things	that	are	happening	through	

particular	human	bodies	in	particular	places.	and	at	particular	times,	like	a	town	in	Judah	during	the	days	of	

King	Herod	and	at	the	Church	of	St.	Matthew	when	you	are	sitting	next	to	one	another	during	the	

celebration	of	the	Eucharist.	!

Our	lives	of	faith	are	about	God	becoming	human	�lesh	in	the	person	of	Jesus.	It	is	centered	on	one	

born	of	a	woman,	born	under	the	Jewish	law,	to	save	us	not	through	the	promise	of	our	own	future	human	

efforts,	but	through	the	offering	of	a	humanly�divine	body	once	and	for	all.			!

In	all	of	the	gospels,	the	ministry	of	Jesus	is	to	poor	human	bodies.	He	opens	eyes	so	that	they	see,	

ears	so	that	they	hear,	he	loosens	tongues	so	that	they	speak,	and	he	relaxes	muscles	so	that	people,	both	

female	and	male,	can	stand	upright	and	walk.	!

In	the	gospel	of	Luke,	a	woman	moved	by	the	teaching	of	Jesus	cries	out	from	the	crowd,	“Blessed	is	

the	womb	that	carried	you	and	the	breasts	at	which	you	nursed.”	This	was	a	common	Middle	Eastern	

expression	at	the	time	of	Jesus	that	praised	a	mother	for	the	�ine	qualities	of	her	child	be	it	female	or	male.	

In	reply,	Jesus	emphasized	qualities	of	faith	expressed	by	the	spirit	and	body	combined,	saying,	“Blessed,	

rather,	are	those	who	hear	the	word	of	God	and	keep	it!”	The	blessing	Jesus	gives	is	not	degrading	Mary	his	

mother.	Instead	it	emphasizes	that	listening	to	God’s	word	and	responding	to	it,	like	Mary,	is	more	

important	than	any	biological	relationship	to	Jesus.	!

! In	the	gospel	of	Matthew,	a	radically	disappointed	Joseph	responds	to	the	words	of	an	angel	after	his	

concerns	of	a	failed	promised	marriage	are	addressed.	Joseph,	like	Mary,	responds	to	what	he	hears.		So	

faith	consists	in	hearing	and	acting	upon	God’s	word	in	a	physical	way.	!

! Our	faith	is	physical.	At	its	center	is	the	woman	Mary	who	said,	“let	what	you	have	said	be	done	to	

me,”	and	the	man	Joseph	who	“.	.	.	.	did	as	the	angel	of	the	Lord	commanded	him.”		And	the	humanly�divine	

Jesus	who	says,	“Behold,	I	have	come	to	do	God’s	will	in	the	body	you	have	prepared	for	me.”	Jesus	was	born	

to	save	us	from	hate	by	giving	us	an	example	of	what	it	means	to	love	through	the	sacri�ice	of	his	physical	

body.		!

! As	we	look	around	in	the	world	where	we	live	today,	there	are	human	bodies	with	souls	longing	for	

the	necessities	of	life	as	well	as	what	is	beyond	all	telling.	Young	parents	alone	with	their	child	for	the	�irst	

time.	The	infant,	only	hours	old,	wrinkled	and	red,	in	the	crook	of	a	mother’s	arm.	An	old	woman	lies	in	her	

bed,	skin	dry	and	translucent.	Her	chest	heaves	and	stops.	Breath	and	spirit	wrestling	their	way	out	of	her.	

Around	her	stand	her	family	their	eyes	�illed	with	pain	and	acceptance.	!

Our	faith	in	God	is	saying	“Yes”	to	our	human	lives	from	birth	into	this	life	until	birth	into	eternal	life.	

During	good	times	as	well	as	the	bad.	As	the	Advent	Season	comes	to	a	close	many	of	us	will	ask	if	our	faith	

in	God	has	increased,	improved,	and	deepened	over	the	past	few	weeks.	Look	at	or	touch	your	hands,	

remember	what	they	have	done,	and	they	will	answer	the	question.		!!

!
                                       !

!



!

News and Events!

Church	Bells	!
The St. Matthew’s church bells will ring on the following days in honor of:      
 December 19     In Memory of Mary Gagnon Montomery 
 December 23     Joseph Karas, Sr. 
 December 24     Joseph Karas, Jr.  
 December 24     Jody Knops Huisman & Bob Knops 
 December 24     Joseph Perron 
 December 24     Richard Squire 

! !

Faith	Formation!
Faith Formation Christmas New Year’s Break: St. Matthew Faith Formation students in 
grades 1 to 10+ will not have classes on Wednesday, December 21, Wednesday, 
December 28, and January 4. Faith Formation classes resume on Wednesday, January 11, 
2017, at 6:30 PM with drop-off at St. Matthew Church and pick-up at 7:45 PM from the 
adjacent Parish Center building. 
 

Community	of	Saints	News!
This advent season’s service project is built around the theme of literacy.  Students will be 
asked to bring in books over the course of the next week for two purposes—to “swap” with 
other classmates to spread the literacy cheer, and to donate to the foundation “Books for 
Africa”.  Thank you to our student leadership team for organizing and implementing this 
great project! 
  
Community of Saints School would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas!  Thank 
you to parishioners of our sponsoring parishes who support us in so many ways--from 
tutoring our students, and/or donating gifts, to simply praying for us-thank you, thank you, 
thank you, for believing in us and supporting Catholic education!   

!!

Fix	It	Community	Dinner	Fundraiser	Update!
Thanks to everyone who attended our annual Fix It Community Dinner Fundraiser held 
November 12th.  Thanks to your generosity we raised the $3000 needed to receive the 
$1500 matching grant from the Catholic Order of Foresters.  Our Saint Matt's chapter 
donated $400 which helped us reach the $3000.  Donations to our Fix It Fundraiser have 
now reached $5000.  You can still donate to this designated fund which goes to making 
repairs to the Church building and Parish Center.  Our list of repairs needed exceeds 
available funds, so additional donations are greatly appreciated.  A special thanks to all who 
helped with this event.  The success of this event was due to all who helped out with the 
organizing, set up, cooking, serving and clean up. 
 

!

!

!
Weekly	Contributions	Report�

December	11,	2016�

Parish Family! ! Extended Family! �

Basket� $649� Religious Re6rement� $1921.25�

Envelopes� $2,624� Alumni & Friends� $100�

Vigil Lights� $15.44� Total� $2,021.25�

Christmas Flowers� $560� � �

Total � $3,848.44� � �

Mass Intentions  

Saturday, December 17 

4:00 pm  Our Parish 
                  Tom Tschida! 
 Sunday, December 18 

10:00 am  Our Parish   
                    Rachel Snaza!   

Monday, December 19 

8:00 am    Pamela Stickler! 
 Robert J. Stickler, Sr.! 
 Lucille Stickler! 
Wednesday, December 21 

8:00 am    Living & Deceased Rosary 
                     CCW Members 
Friday, December 23 

8:00 am   Claudette Borgan,  
  Special Intention 
Saturday, December 24 

4:00 pm  Our Parish 
                  Sarah & George Gubash! 
 Sunday, December 25 

10:00 am  Our Parish   
                    Hank Goers!   

 

 Calendar Of Events  

Saturday, December 17 

4:00 pm Mass 
Sunday, December 18 
11:00 am Coffee Sunday following 10:00am 

Mass SH 

Decorating Worship Space following Mass/
Coffee Sunday 
Monday Dec. 19—Fri. Dec. 23 

5:00-6:00 pm Loaves & Fishes 
Monday, December 19 

Noon – 5:30 pm St. Mary’s Clinic 
Tuesday, December 20 
Wednesday, December 21 

8:00 am – 5:30 pm St. Mary’s Clinic 
No Faith Formation Classes  
Thursday December 22 

9:30 am  Mass at St. Michael 
Friday, December 23 

Parish Office Closed 
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm Mass 
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 

10:00am Mass  

Children’s Corner!



¿Necesita ayuda? ¿Conoce a alguien que la 
necesita? ¡Estamos cerca de usted!

- Asesoramiento profesional.

-¡Gratis! No se necesita 

  tarjeta del seguro de salud.

- Puede permanecer 

  en el anonimato.

www.walkin.org
612-870-0565
179 Robie Street E
St. Paul, MN 55107

RELIABLE INSURANCE NETWORK
Steve Sarantos • (651)451-0101 Hugo Munoz • (651) 353-2627

!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%&&'!#()*+!,)!-*./!0%,)/!1%2&!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!32*./4%!56$,)%!.*!*)$2*)/4%!%72,!*)!-*./!0%,)/!1%2&

 161 Marie Ave. East, West Saint Paul, MN 55118

 

927 Payne Ave. 
Plaza Latina, Suite 103

(651) 431-8050

VFW Post 295  
 

Support Veterans Awareness 
Steak or Shrimp Dinner 

3rd Friday 5 - 8pm 
April - December 

111 S. Concord Exchange
651-455-1505

Great Caregivers  

serving Great Clients 

Join Us!

651-315-8639

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 1560 Livingston Ave., Suite 101 

 West St. Paul

 (651) 457-6348 • (877) 221-0346 

  www.stevestremski.com

ALEXANDRA NELSON
VP of Mortgage Lending

651.689.0597 direct
651.442.6218 cell
651.472.5820 fax

anelson@perlmortgage.com
perlmortgage.com/anelson

2600 Eagan Woods Dr. | Ste. 470
Eagan, MN 55121

NMLS #:340496:MN-MLO-340496

Ivan Hernandez
15 Years of Experience 

Fully Insured

Serve Residential & Commercial 
Tree Removal | Clearing 
Thinning Dead Wooding 

Stump Removal | Brush Removal

651-485-6870
FREE ESTIMATES

ivanstreeservice@yahoo.com 
ivanstreeservice.com

Specializing in: 

- Business Insurance 

- Life & Retirement 

- Home & Auto Insurance 

- 20 plus year experience 

Buscando empleados que hablan Espanol.

651-538-4665

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com         Our Lady of Guadalupe & St. Matthew, St. Paul, MN.        A 4C 02-0202

For All Your Residential 
& Commercial Wiring Needs

651-451-2238 
777 N. Concord • S. St. Paul, MN 55075 

Celebrating 60 Years

488 Humboldt Ave. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55107

(651) 767-9333
Funerals with casket  

starting at $3,495 

Cremation with service  
starting at $1,795 Simpletraditions.com

    • Assisted Living     • Transitional Care 

    • Skilled Nursing    • Memory Care 

514 Humboldt Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55107

651-220-1700
www.CerenitySeniorCare.org

SIMON’S 
APPLIANCE

Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • KitchenAid

Sales & Service

651-455-0189
Peter A. Simon • John E. Simon

7090 Cahill Ave. E., Inver Grove Hgts

Academic Excellence 

A Global Perspective
Bible-Based  

Family Environment

West St. Paul StCroixLutheran.org

Ken Pace - Bob Pace
1247 So. Robert Street
West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935
paces-service-center.com

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

Rodriguez 
Auto Services

Sergio Rodriguez 
Owner

651-227-6298
411 Wabasha St. S., St. Paul, MN 55107

• Servicios Médicos y Dentales
• Persona Profesional Bilingüe
• Servicios Económicos basados en Ingreso

Nuestras direcciones son: 
La Clinica 

153 Cesar Chavez St., St. Paul

East Side Family Clinic 
(servicios médicos y dentales)  

895 E. 7th Street, St. Paul

McDonough Homes Clinic 
1544 Timberlake Rd., St. Paul

West Side Dental Clinic 
478 S. Robert St., St. Paul 

¡Haga una cita hoy! Llame al 651-602-7500

• Servicios 
• Persona Pr
• Servicios 

Horarios por la tarde y sabados 
Farmacia en la clinica

Family Owned & Operated

OPEN EVERY DAY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER
Eagan • Cedar & Cliff 

651-454-6744
W. St. Paul • Hwy 13 & Smith  

651-457-2729

Family Owned & Operated

 

984 S. Smith Ave.   
W. St. Paul 

Phone 457-2909

318 W. Water St. 

St. Paul, MN

227-1549

 
 

www.Klecatskys.com 

651.451.1551

Where your funeral is built on faith 

 & personalized with elements  

Carniceria, Abarrotes, Panaderia, 
Deli, Restaurant y Bar.
Abiertos 7am Diario!

elburritomercado.com
175 Cesar Chavez Street, St. Paul, MN

elbu it do

We Specialize In

Vinyl Flooring • Carpeting • Ceramic Tile 
Hardwood & Laminate Floors
Granite, Cambria, Silestone & 

Laminate Countertops, Cabinets 
You Will Pay for the Installation... 

But Our Personalized Service is FREE 

FREE In-Home Estimates 
 

www.bauerfloorcovering.com 

525 Southview Blvd. 
 651-451-6437 

Call Us Today & Let Us Show You  
the Bauer Floor Covering 

Difference!!

801 Barge Channel Rd, St Paul, MN 
(1/2 mile South of OLG)

Alter River Terminal - St. Paul

801 Barge Channel Road 

St. Paul, MN 55107

[651] 222-2751

www.alterlogistics.com

Serving all your metal recycling needs.

801 Barge Channel Road 

St. Paul, MN 55107

651.222.2751

www.altermetalrecycling.com

Theisen Escobar Agency
Sirviendo a la Comunidad con Seguros y Servicios 
Financieros
Agentes Profesionales Krystell & Benjamin

992 S Robert St #100

West Saint Paul, 
MN 55118

651-204-0620

Trojack Law Office, P.A. 

1549 Livingston Ave., Ste. 101 
W. St. Paul, MN 55118 

Call to attend complimentary workshops!

651.451.9696 • www.TrojackLaw.com

Trojack Law Of"ce, P.A.

 

 

• Wills  • Guardianships 

• Trusts  • Conservatorships 

• Probate • Powers of Attorney 

• Estate Planning • Health Care Directives

We offer tailor-made, client-focused,  

estate planning and related services  

from a Catholic perspective.

Sunday 
Brunch 

Buffet
10am-2:00pm

11 Cesar Chavez St.
651-222-8499

Kevin O’Brien, Realtor

c. 651-206-2820

KevinOBrien@edinarealty.com

(651) 455-6833
1304 S Robert St. • West St. Paul, MN

20% OFF Main Dish (St. Paul, only)

Contact Ricardo Fonseca to place an ad today! 

rfonseca@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5859

Tuition Free / Gratuita 

Pre-K – 6th Grade

Enroll Today! / Inscribete Hoy 

1801 LaCrosse Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55119 

651-778-2940 

www.cesarchavezschool.com


