
 

Removing Barriers & Changing Lives 
821 Donations Totaling $403,270
Schools with demographics similar to Community of Saints (COS) encounter some hefty obstacles to academic success,  
so when I heard last year’s standardized tests showed COS students learning at an accelerated rate, I wanted to  
share that news. I also took the opportunity to look at what it takes to get those results. Everyone knows classroom 
instruction is crucial to student achievement. The extra lift at COS is meeting students’ needs beyond the classroom.

In a faith-based, loving and safe environment, COS constantly strives to remove barriers to academic achievement and 
create opportunities for all students to develop their unique, God-given talents. Your generous gifts to Alums & Friends & 
Families make this important work possible. At COS, where 96% of students receive financial assistance, your donations  
are truly changing the lives of children and their families. Thank you for your continued support. 

— Maggie Lee, Editor

Donations listed were received between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025.

PILLAR  
$15,000+

Anonymous
Roy & JoAnn Ferber
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
John & Cynthia O’Halloran

PACESETTER  
$10,000–$14,999

Mary Cullen McKeown
Bill & Bonita Frels
Elizabeth French
John Riehle
Daniel & Rosemary Schadegg
Linda Sellars
Ilene Undis

LEADER  
$5,000–$9,999

Susan & Tony Alleva
James & Arlene Barnhart
Boss Foundation
John Curran
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky

Edward & Suzanne Kocourek
Carlo LaManna
Susan Maier
Thomas E. & Mary O’Neill
Phil & Connie Paquette
Marie Scanlan†

EDUCATOR  
$2,500–$4,999

Stephen & Ellen Casey
Mary Kay & Michael Cooney
Shawn & Kim Doyle
Mary Jane Ferber &  

Carolyn Jones
Lucille & Margaret Finnegan
Beth & Jerome Geis
Diane & Frank Hanzal
Susan & Paul Jensen
Emily O’Halloran
Michael O’Halloran
Daniel & Mary O’Keefe
David & Cathy Pavlak
Margaret Reed
Patricia & Greg Reese
John & Debra Zyla

SUSTAINER  
$1,000–$2,499

Mary Adrian
Jerry & Susan Bartho
Denise & James Bohrer
Frank Brewer
Mark & Mary Kay Capecchi
Joseph Cardenas
Jacqueline Cosgrove
Mary Cullen
Mark & Angela DelVecchio
Carol & Lawrence Engelmann
Jean Froehle
Kathleen Goers
Mark & Ilze Hager
Lee & Carolyn Halbur
Tom Heinen &  

Tami Phillippi
David Hodgson
Anita & George Hottinger
David Hottinger &  

Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Patricia & Eugene Karels
Deb & Jack Katzmark
Jill & William Kilzer
Ted & Stacy Kronschnabel
John Lamey, Jr., MD
Margaret Lee & Richard Dunn
Peg Lindlof
Joseph Mansur
Eileen McMahon &  

Steve Karbon
Yvonne & Bob Mulcahy
Vicky & Steve Orme
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
Patricia & Tom Rolewicz
Paul Roscoe
Brittany & Andrew Schou
Father Gregory Skrypek
Suzanne Snyder
Mary Pat Topritzhofer
Father Paul Treacy

David & Diane Ubl
Allen Volkenant
Mary Walsh
Joseph & Jeanne Wilmes
John & Mary Wren

BUILDER  
$500–$999

Father Steve Adrian†
Dennis & Jerrice Barrett
Beth & Tim Bellon
David Belmares
Mary Bettenburg
Mark & Julie Blake
John Boncich
Jeffrey Bunke
Stephen & Margaret Daley
Donald Geng
Daniel Goldenstein
Amy & Peter Grayson
Lila & Charles Jachim
Randal & Judy Jenniges
Thomas Kabesh
Patricia Karels
Julie Karels-Treinen
Father David Kohner
Ann Koves
Sue Kueppers
Roann McCann
Thomas McEllistrem
Larry McGough
Irene Mikkalson
Dennis P. & Tamara Mitchell
Christine Ortega
Tony Palumbo
John Perkovich
Thomas & Ardys Pertz
Jack & Ann Piepel
Paul & Tesa Ramos
Dawn Reding & Steve Gergen
Georgianna Saumweber
Deborah Schlick & Brian Miller
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Christopher & Susan Stevens
Michael Terry
Wayne & Dorothy Thalhuber
Jeffrey Thames
Pamela Thul-Immler
Michael Vasterling
Charleen & John Vitelli
Joseph & Danielle Wenker

BENEFACTOR  
$250–$499

Steve & Nancy Bade
Gerald & Deborah Bandholz
Roberta Barger
Pat Barrett & Steve Chlebeck
Patricia Blaskie
Theresa Bock
Jim Brewer
Judy & Ralph Brown
Teresa Cismowski
Michelle Cochran
Clement & Molly Commers
Janice Cooper Spear
William Costello
Timothy Dalzell
Jo Ann Danmeier
Duane & Brenda DeBlieck
Joan Dufour
Catherine Fee
Paul Galles
Kathryn Grayson
Kathy Groettum
Joel & Mary Guscetti
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
Dorothy & Jerry Hawkins
Mary Ann Hillyer
Mike & Jean Jack
Martha Kinney
Jim Korman
Bill Kronschnabel &  

Janet Williamson
Gwendolyn Labovitch
Richard Lamers
Gordon Lesch
Geraldine Loder
Denice Marruffo
Kate McGough
Josie & Stephen Mike
Frank & Kathy Miley
Becky Montgomery &  

Dave Haley
Elizabeth & Timothy Nowak
Mary Ann & Raymond Ogden
Nancy Poechmann
Stephen Riehm
Nancy Ring Grausam
James & Carol Ann Roubal
Ralph & Jacqueline Roubal
Mary Jo Santori
Pinky Schmid

Douglas & Florence Schueller
Chip & Jeanette Schwartz
Linda Sill
Michael Smeby
Georgene Sorenson
Sharon & Eldridge Stevson
Steven & Julie Stremski
Thomas Stremski
Michael Thomas
Robert & Barbara Verstraete
Dick Votel
Patrick Waldera
Bernadette Walter

PATRON 
$100–$249

Father James Adams
Gloria Alt
Jeffrey Ambrose
Francine Anderson
Warren Anderson
Marilyn Andert
Anonymous
David Asper
Elaine & Robert Bache
Richard & Marilyn Bandholz
Beverly Barrett
Holly Barrett & Andrew Ring
John Belair
Father James Bernard
Doug & Kate Bisser
Gary Black
JoLynn Blaeser
Ryan & Kelly Bohrer
John & Laura Boland
Julius Bonello
Marjorie Boyd
Mary Sue Brass
Corinne Brengman
Nancy Brunzel
Douglas & Christine Bryant
Debra Burgy Hendrickson & 

Dennis Hendrickson
Jean Burris
Stephanie Caro
Suzanne Clarke &  

George Derringer
Billie Conlon
Mary Crandall
Helen Dahlman
Craig David
Jack Ehrenberg
John & Gail Einhorn
Joy Engberg
John Ferrian
Leesa Fitzgerald
M. Fitzgerald
Mary Helen &  

Joseph Fitzharris

— Continued on page 10

† Deceased

RIVERA-SUAREZ FAMILY 
“We Found a Community”

Elba Rivera was born and raised in Puerto Rico, and 
she recalls life there was difficult. The lack of good-
paying jobs, the constant threat from hurricanes, and 
the unreliability of basic services like electricity, were 
among the reasons she moved to Minnesota in 2011. 
For the first few months, Elba, along with her partner 
and their one-year old daughter, Victoria, lived with 
her aunt who had a home on the West Side. 

Elba’s sister had also made the move, and one  
day, after Mass at Our Lady Guadalupe, she told Elba 
she’d heard about scholarships that were available  
to send children to Catholic school. “I thought that 
was amazing,” said Elba, whose daughter was in 
kindergarten at the time. “As soon as we knew,  
we moved Victoria to COS for first grade.” 

Victoria is now in seventh grade and Elba couldn’t 
be happier with her experience. She is quick to list  
all the things she loves about the school. “The quality 
of education, the quality of those teachers and the 
principal,” she said. “And the community! It just all 
feels like a family.”

Elba also appreciates the extra effort the school 
puts towards creating a positive culture. She recalled 
how a few years ago, some conflicts emerged among 
students in Victoria’s class. The school addressed the 
problem quickly. “The counselor came and they 
created Club Kindness,” explained Elba. “I think it’s 
transformed the kids because now they’re in seventh 
grade and it’s really different. There’s no drama 
anymore. It’s been wonderful.”

Sending her daughter to Catholic school has filled  
a hole that Elba wasn’t even aware existed. “I grew 
up with the Catholic faith, and when you have your 
own kids, you want to pass on the same values,”  
Elba explained. “When we moved here, we felt like 
something was missing. Then, we enrolled her in 
Community of Saints — through Victoria, we found  
a community.” 

Right to left: Elba Rivera, Victoria Suarez in 7th grade, 
Carlos Suarez, and Micaela Suarez, 4 years old.
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Patricia & Daniel Blaskowski
Margaret Blenkush
Mary Ann Bloch
Toni Bloechl Wilburn
Mark Blomgren
Darline Bohrer
Louise & Gerald Breidel
Joan Brock
Bruce & Susan Burkhartzmeyer
Cheryl Campbell
Mary Campbell
Margaret Cardenas
Leonard Casanova
Christian Brothers of the 

Midwest
James & Judith Cunningham
Scott & Jane Deming
Robert & Judy DeNardo
Jane Dowd
Renee Dubs Ellena &  

Andrew Ellena
Larry & Edda Ehret
Debra Ehret Miller &  

Benjamin Miller
Sandra Elliott
Peggy Erickson
Peter Exley
Mary & Richard Falvey
Jo Ann & William Filler
JoEllen & Nathan Flak
Julie Foley
Roberta & Michael Franklin
Lisa French-Austin
Father Frank Fried
Theresa GanglGhassemlouei
Lynn Geraets
James & Rochelle Glowaski
Cathy Goaley
Joan Goggins
Scott & Kathy Goldenstein
Jeannette Guldan
James Hansen
Janice Hemming
Robert Hinze†
Terri Hohenwald
Mary Holland
Steve Jenkins
Josie Johnson
Robert Joseph
Irene Josephs
Walter Jost & Ellie Brenny
Sharon Joswiak
Mary Kaliszewski
Renee Karas
Kathryn & Steven Karel
Donald & Joan Keis
Virginia Kempe
Kathleen Kennedy
Aline & Robin Kies
Mary & Michael King
Peter & Ana King

William & Rita Roubik
Dennis & Vicki Rowe
Sylvia Santos
Hope Savard
Doris Schillinger
Christopher & Cathy Schletty
Laura Schmidt
Joan & William Schmit
Pat & Wayne Schultz
Corinne & Tom Schuster
Bill & Jane Schwartz
Sandy Shandorf
Marie Sheffer
Helen Sigmeth
Tony Sitzmann
Joan & David Smith
Joanne Smith
Thomas Smith &  

Catalina Adamez-Smith
John Sperl
Mary Kay Sprangers
St. Matthew’s Rosary Society
Sheila & Steven Stai
Joe & Flora Stevens
John & Christine Stevens
Michael Stevens
Mary Ellen & Richard Storms
Margaret Sullivan
John Syverud &  

Mary McKeown
Karen Thompson
John & Patsy Tracy
John & Linda Traxler
Dwaine & Janet Troje
Diane Valen
Anthony & Diane Vasquez
Francisca & Greg Vega Taylor
John Villaume
Mary Ann Vogel
Bill & Karen Walter
Jim Wenker
Kelly & Daniel Wicker
Michael Wicker
Anthony & Christine Wilfahrt
Kenneth Wilhelm
Peter & Anna Yanish
Carol & Jim Yannarelly

SUPPORTER  
UP TO $99

3M Company Partners in 
Education Fund

Judi Ann & Richard Albrecht
Father Michael Arms
Joyce Athmann
Victoria Baker
Connie Barry
Scott Beuning
Jane Biesnner
Kristin Blakeslee

PATRON, continued
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Barbara Fitzpatrick
Timothy Flynn
Daniel & Elizabeth Gangl
Isaac Garcia
Margaret George
Tom Ginther
Kathleen Gobeli
Gary & Elisa Gorman
Mary Grady
James Guldan
Paul Haggerty
Richard Halvorson
Carol Harding
Kathy Harrington
James Hebert
Catherine Hennessy
Juliana Hernandez-Friske
Andrea Hinding & David Holst
Joseph Hinze
James Horst
Molly & George Hottinger
Suzette Houle
Paul & Mary Hozza
Mick Huntress
Molly & Pete Iversen
Rodney Ives &  

Leslie Norsted
Elizabeth Jackson
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Greg & Sally Jones
Ronald & Amanda Jordan
Karen & Patrick Kachel
Bradley & Sarah Kahley
Jason & Lisa Kalkes
Marilynn & Ronald Kammueller
Father Dennis Kampa
Charles & Rose Karas
Lynn & Douglas Kennedy
David & Jennifer Klaustermeier
Michael Kosel
Barbara & David Kraker
Bridget Kramer
Rita Kuchenmeister
Wendy & Gregory Kuntz

Mary Frances Lammers
Nicholas & Mary Lasovich
Mary Pat Lee &  

Jim Scheibel
Mary Leibl
Michaela &  

Leonard Leitner
Jennifer Livings
Anne Marie &  

Marshall Mackay
Patricia Mahoney
Lynn & Steven Maier
William & Susan Majerus
Thomas Maloney
Joan McCarthy
David & Chris McDonald
Dennis McGuire
Sandy Mertensotto Novitzki & 

Thomas Novitzki
Mary Meyer
Kathleen Meyers
Peter Mikkalson
Joel & Meghan Moore
James & Barbara Mulrooney
Dotty & Peter Murk
Ann Myran
Laura & Jon Nelson
Jeanne & Tom Nordman
Sue Nowaczewski
Scott Nowak
Susan Nowak
Maureen O’Connor
Judie O’Gara
Brigid O’Malley
Beatrice & John O’Neill
Janet & Ronald Odalen
Mary Orme
Carole Palermo
Randy Palm &  

Christine Savard Palm
William & Annette Patient
Susan Pavlak &  

MaryLou Logsdon
Christine Paz Kantor
Theresa Pham
Loretta Pietruszewski
Nick & Anna Pitera
Margarita Probst

Daniel & Denise Quinlan
Tom Quinlan

Anna Quinn
Rich Rakness
Chris & Geriann Raway
Thomas Reding
Stephen & Angela 

Richardson
Lon Robideaux

Mary Ann &  
James Roeller

Jim & Lynne Roeske
Roger & Dianne Rohrer
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Mary & Bernard Klein
Richard & Ann Klein
Judith Knabe
Dave Kuechenmeister
Michael & Ellen Kuenster
Catherine Labarre
Cecelia Lamb
Barbara & Thomas Larson
Laurie Larson
Rose & Michael Lehmann
Patricia & Thomas Lewis
Vianey Lopez
Carmella Maher
Wanda Mahnke
Kathy Maloney
William Marzolf
David & Margaret McDonell
Crystal & Gavin Medina
Joanne Michels &  

Michele Anderson
Francis & Pamela Mikacevich
Timothy Minea
Edgar & Heidi Mogollon
Michael & Mary Ann Monahan
Julie Mosca
Fran Mudek

William & Michelle Muske
Roger & Darlene Newmaster
Ralph Norusis
Theresa O’Neal
Carol Palacio
Barbara Peham
Margaret Perron-Deeb &  

Angela Deeb
Trisha Presley
Rita Quigley
Virginia & Daniel Radant
Mark & Connie Reding
DelFina & James Reynolds
Georgia Robertson-Kessel &  

Dave Kessel
Jeanette Roedler
Paula & Walter Roeller
Julie Rollheiser
Richard Rosga
William Rossini
Anthony & Dian Roszak
Barbara Ruberto
Kay & Jim Russell
Mark Ryan &  

Jeanne Sandquist
Dennis Sapletal

† Deceased

In 2022, when the oldest of Myra Huerta Bueno’s three 
children was 8 years old, she noticed a dramatic change in 
his behavior. “He became very aggressive, which wasn’t 
like him,” she said. “I kept asking him, ‘what’s going on?’” 

When Pedro came home from school with a black eye, 
he finally admitted to his mom that he was being bullied 
by a classmate. Even after talking to school officials, Myra 
didn’t feel her son was safe. 

A friend she confided in asked if she’d ever thought of 
sending her children to Catholic school. Myra felt with 
three children, Catholic school was out of reach, but her 
friend, who had two children at COS, assured her the 
school would help with tuition. “She said, ‘I love it, Myra, 
and I promise you’re going to love it, too.’” 

When Myra got a call from COS saying they could take 
all three of her children, she began crying. “My prayers 
were answered,” she said. “It was so hard seeing my boy 
going through all this.” 

As soon as Myra’s children were enrolled, Pedro began 
meeting with the school counselor. “They took action 
right away,” said Myra. “We got help immediately.” 
Within a few weeks, she noticed a change in her son’s 
behavior. “He went back to being Pedro, the boy I knew,” 

 HUERTA BUENO FAMILY 
“My Prayers Were Answered”

she said. “He told me everybody at school is nice. He 
feels safe.” 

Myra was also pleased to see the impact COS had on 
her children’s faith. A few months after her daughter, 
Mia, joined the COS kindergarten class, she began 
reminding the family to pray before meals. “Mia would 
say, ‘We can’t start eating. We all have to give thanks to 
God,’” said Myra with a smile. “And the excitement, the 
happiness when my kids made their First Communion. 
They were super excited.”

Myra and Daniel Huerta Bueno with their three children, 
Pedro in 7th grade, Mia in 4th grade, and Emilio in 6th 
grade. They are members of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

James Scanlan
Patti Schesser
Mary Beth Schmidt
Ellen Schneider
Kathleen Schneider
Kathleen & Al Schowalter
Mike Seubert
Kathy Sexton
Dixie Shafer & Jerald Dosch
Tracy Sides
Mary Kathleen Sitzmann
George & Diana Sticha
Robert Stickler, Jr.
Marge Sullivan†
Scott & Kathleen Thompson
Nicholas Truso
Dorothy Turcotte-Tait
Donald & Nancy Van Heel
Donald Vanderbeek &  

Sally Vanderbeek Reinhardt
Daniel & Bridget Vega
Dolores & John Vogel
Lynn A. Volkenant
Laura Volness
Dorice Weegman
Wally Wescott

Donald & Florence Winger
Jeanne Witzig
Timothy Wurst

Tributes In Honor Of/
In Memory Of
IN HONOR OF
Asher Barrett-Ring
Jim & Denise Bohrer
Ryan & Kelly Bohrer
COS staff
Joe Cullen
Thomas C. Cullen
Michael Dyer
The Ferber Family
Carolyn Greene
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
Katie Hartz
Bridget Kramer
Maggie Lee
Josh & Nora Luckjohn
Tom Quinlan
Steve & Angela Richardson

— Continued on page 12
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School Sisters of Notre Dame
Charles & Vicky Thomas
Father Paul Treacy
Lynn A. Volkenant
The Wiblishauser family
Jim Wicker
Peggy Yeomans Galles

IN MEMORY OF
Father Steve Adrian
Ronald Aguirre
Suzanne Ahern
Erv Barrett
Maria A. Belmares
Gordon & Mary Ellen Berg
Marv & Irene Bisser
Joe & Catherine Blaeser
The Boeltl girls
George Bohrer
William Brengman
The Brewer family
Carolyn Chamoli Hamblin
Fred Commers
Josephine Cooper
Francis & Gert Cosgrove
Hugh Cosgrove
Thomas I. Costello
Dale J. DeBlieck
Sister Patricia DeBlieck
Janeice Ann DeLisle
Father Francis Dudley
Brian Dufour
Evelyn Ehret
Paul Fahey
Father Tom Fitzgerald
Sister Francis Mary
John Frank
Virginia Abel Frazier
George & Yvonne Gangl
Charles Godbout
Bob Goggins
June Ann Guldan
Carol & Jack Heitzinger
John G. Hennessy
Joyce Herzog
Melissa Hortman
Steve Hrdlicka &  

Margaret Hrdlicka
Ellen Huntress
David Kalinoff
Tom Kaliszewski
Anna Karas
Frank & Catherine Ketchmark
Ben King
Sister Jean Kivel 
Sandy Klett Glover
Mary Kaye Kramer
George & Betty Kronschnabel
Edith Lamers
George C. Lang

Tom Lee
Clare Lesch
Vincent Luze
Nancy Maloney
Sister Nicollett
Eileen Norton
Steve Nowaczewski
Mick O’Gara
Father John O’Neill
JJ Palacio
Robert & Edel Ruth Pavlak
Kay Peltier
Joe Perkovich
Pam Perkovich
Carl & Delima Petschauer
Jerome Pietruszewski
Ken Pike
Charles & Joyce Poechmann
Mike Poechmann
Rita Preiner
Patrick M. Quinn
Sandra Reding
Francie Riehm
Joseph & Clare Robideaux
Maura Roby
Mary Rogers
Richard S. Rolewicz, M.M.
Rita Ryan
Pat Salisbury
Louise & Frank Santori
Sister Mary Sarto
Joseph Savard
Marion & Nick Schaps
Yvonne Scherbel Wilhelm
George Schmid
School Sisters of Notre Dame
Brother Walter Schreiner FSC
Sandy Seidl
Shirley Seubert
Jerry & Marilyn Sexton
Jim Sexton
Jay Shafer
Louis & Inez Sitzmann
Janet Skrypek
Kelly Snyder
Robert & Jeanne Stadt
Agnes Stefaniak
James & Helen Stevens
Marge Sullivan
Timothy James Sullivan
Ken Sward
Joseph &  

Maria Van Guilder
A. Thomas Vogel
Diane K. Volkenant
Jerome & Sally Walter
Peter Willems
Debi Witt Black
Marian Wolters
Tom Woog

Other Contributions
Throughout the year we 
receive additional 
contributions in the  
form of restricted and 
unrestricted gifts and 
grants for a wide range 
of needs. Thank you to 
the following individuals, 
companies, parishes, 
organizations, and 
foundations, for supporting 
our students.

Stephen & Mary Aden
Mary Adrian
Aim Higher Foundation
Francine Anderson
Anonymous
Assumption Parish
Elaine & Robert Bache
Monica Bahls &  

Gregory Weigenant
Victoria Baker
Michael Bann
Dennis & Jerrice Barrett
Peter Barrett
Caryn & Brian Benish
Diane Benz
Father James Bernard
Catherine & James Blaha
Phil Boelter
Judy & Ralph Brown
Lorie Bushaw
Armando Camacho
Catholic Community 

Foundation
Catholic Schools Center  

of Excellence
Catholic Services Appeal 

Foundation of the St. Paul 
and Minneapolis Area

Catholic United Financial 
Foundation

Church of St. Francis de Sales  
of St. Paul

Suzanne Clarke &  
George Derringer

Kenneth & Mary Clausen
Michelle Cochran
Jason Cohen &  

Josephine Etoll-Neveu
Steve & Angela Commers
Billie Conlon
Joseph & Doreen Cullen
Mary Cullen McKeown
Helen Dahlman
Craig David
John & Anne Del Vecchio
Tony DelDotto

Roberta Delmont
Valerie Dorschner
Mary Monica Doyle
Pamela Dyer
John & Gail Einhorn
Vivian Byers School 

Endowment
Sheila & Provector Evans & 

family
John Ferber
Mary Jane Ferber &  

Carolyn Jones
Roy & JoAnn Ferber
Joseph & Lisa Filhart
Barbara Fitzpatrick
Teresa Fraher
Marci Franzen
Elizabeth French
Eleanora Friederichs
Paul Galles
Cathy & Steve Garvey
Give Lively
George and Mary Kremer 

Foundation
Hanna Getachew Kreusser
Eileen Godbout
Janet Gracia
Mary Grady
Yvonne & Gordon Granse
Gerald & Mary Gruber
Alyssa Gutzmann
Debbie & Mike Hager
Mark & Ilze Hager
Linda & Mark Hansen
Diane & Frank Hanzal
Patricia Hara
Brian Harens
Eric & Katie Hartz
Mary & Lyth Hartz
Catherine Hennessy
Alexis Hernandez
Paul & Lidia Holgin & family
David Hottinger &  

Mary Kaul-Hottinger

† Deceased
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Molly & George Hottinger
Heidi Hubbell
John Huber
Bert & Pat Jameson
David Janssen
Jean & Robert Jones
Jason & Lisa Kalkes
Kathryn & Steven Karel
Kent Family Charitable Trust
Audrey & Ron Kintzi
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Bob Klepperich
Paul Kotz
Ann Koves
Al & Kathy Kramer
Bridget Kramer
Jim Kramer
Matthew Kudwa
Dick Kueppers
Fred & Suzanne Kueppers
Kathleen Kueppers Perkins
Julie Kuzj

MATA FAMILY 
“I Thought — We’ve Got to Do This”

Oly Mata remembers her decision to switch schools, back when 
her oldest child, Nathan, was going into third grade. Oly lives 
across the street from COS and sending her kids to a school they 
could walk to appealed to her, but it wasn’t the biggest reason. 

“I came and toured the school and compared it to where 
Nathan was going at the time, and I really liked it,” Oly recalled.  
“I felt like it was more caring, more loving. It was a good 
environment. I thought, okay, we’ve got to do this.” 

Oly’s daughter is now a fifth grade student at COS while her 
two sons have both graduated and attend Two Rivers High School 
in Mendota Heights. Back when Nathan was a freshman in high 
school, Oly was worried about the change in schools. “For his 
whole childhood, he went to school with the same group of kids 
and then suddenly he has hundreds of kids in his class.” 

Oly realizes now she didn’t need to worry. This year Nathan is a 
junior at Two Rivers, and he has grown into a disciplined student. 
Early on, he developed the habit of going to school before classes began, whenever he needed help. His diligence 
paid off. “We learned recently that because of Nathan’s GPA for ninth and tenth grade, he will receive an academic 
letter award,” Oly said proudly, adding that Nathan has also helped his younger brother make the transition to  
high school. 

Oly believes COS did a good job preparing her sons to succeed in high school and she’s confident it’ll be the  
same with her daughter. “If she’s struggling with something, they tell me right away,” Oly said. “They don’t just  
let it pass. I like the communication.”

While Oly and her husband both work, the tuition assistance was crucial. “At the time, my husband was self-
employed, so we couldn’t count on the same income every month,” she said. “Without the financial assistance,  
I don’t think my kids would have been able to go.”

Maureen Lahr
Carlo LaManna
Barbara Lamb
Erin Lamkin &  

Timothy Lamkin, Jr.
Margarita &  

Raymond Ledesma
Mary Pat Lee & Jim Scheibel
Margaret Lee & Richard Dunn
Marian Lensegrav
Jackson Long
Diane Madden
Lynn & Steven Maier
Diane & John Malone
Thomas Maloney
Joseph Mansur
Denice Marruffo
Camille & Michael McCann
David & Chris McDonald
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Teresa McEllistrem Menart &  

James Menart

Kate McGough
Eileen McMahon &  

Steve Karbon
Tina Mendez
Sandy Mertensotto Novitzki &  

Thomas Novitzki
Frank & Kathy Miley
Rita & Terrence Miller
Marge Milner
Doug & Sandy Milroy
Katie Miskowic
Tiffany & Daniel Monita
Jessica Morales
Tony Morales
Denise & Bill Muske
Dennis & Jo Nemec
Yoana Newman
Roger & Darlene Newmaster
John & Cynthia O’Halloran
Janet & Ronald Odalen
Susanne Olsen
Carol Palacio

Randy Palm &  
Christine Savard Palm

Dick & Nancy Perrine
Gino & Teresa Pitera
Nick & Anna Pitera
Nancy Poechmann
Kathleen Pugaczewski
Michael & Jen Purdy
Rita Quigley
Daniel & Denise Quinlan
Roxane Ramirez-Torres &  

Robert Torres
Mark & Connie Reding
Joseph Riehle
John & Marilyn Ringold
Georgia Robertson-Kessel &  

Dave Kessel
Cassaundra Robinette
Kenneth & Judy Rouse
Tony Ruiz
Andrea & Brian Sattler
Ellen Schneider

— Continued on page 14

Oly and Pedro Mata’s two sons, Nathan and 
Mason, graduated from COS and are students 
at Two Rivers High School. Their daughter, 
Natalie, is in 5th grade at COS.
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Brittany & Andrew Schou
Jennifer Schreier
Patricia Schwartz
Stephanie Schwarz-Johnson & 

Darin Johnson
Bill & Julie Schwietz
Linda Sellars
Marie Sheffer
Joe & Leticia Silva
Nora Slawik
Thomas Smith &  

Catalina Adamez-Smith
Colleen Smith
Mooreen & David Sonday
Anthony Spencer
Greg & Emmy Springer
SRH Inc
St. Matthew’s Parish
St. Matthew’s Rosary Society
Lisa Standohar
James Sticha
Ann & Michael Stodolka
Steven & Julie Stremski
Summer Fund
John Syverud &  

Mary McKeown
Julia Taylor
Rudy Thell
Bradley & Beth Tressell &  

family
Amy Twombly
Donald & Jolene Twombly
Judith Vandemmeltraadt
Michael Vasquez
Michael Vasterling
General Joseph &  

Michele Votel
Patrick Waldera
James Wicker
Anthony & Christine Wilfahrt
Gary Wilmer
Pamela & Paul Woodward
Kathy Yanez
Carol & Jim Yannarelly
Kristin & Dan Yentes
Maureen & Rose Youness
Michelle Youness &  

Louis Anderson
Jeanne Zimmer &  

Alfred Steinke

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS, 
continued Loyalty Circle

Our Loyalty Circle honors individuals and families who make a lasting impact on our students and 
school. Their generosity is critical to our mission of educating all families who desire a Catholic 
education for their children in this region. Membership in our Loyalty Circle is based on a history  
of annual giving, significant financial support, or inclusion of Community of Saints in estate plans.

Father Steve Adrian†
Susan & Tony Alleva
Gloria Alt
Francine Anderson
Lisa & Richard Anderson
Elaine & Robert Bache
Steven & Nancy Bade
Victoria Baker
Roberta Barger
Jim & Arlene Barnhart
Beth & Tim Bellon
Gerald† & Shirley Bergum
Mary Bettenburg
Catherine & James Blaha
Patricia Blaskie
Patricia & Daniel Blaskowski
Toni Bloechl Wilburn
Alice Bobick†
Theresa Bock
Denise & Jim Bohrer
Mary Sue Brass
Louise & Gerald Breidel
Corinne & William† Brengman
Jim & Mary Ann Brewer
Judy & Ralph Brown
Audrey Brucker†
Nancy Brunzel
Vivian Byers†
Mark & Mary Kay Capecchi
James Casey &  

Jennifer Tustian
Stephen & Ellen Casey
Pat & Richard Clemen
Clement & Molly Commers
Fred & Molly Commers†
Frances Cook
Mary Kay & Michael Cooney
Janice Cooper Spear
Jacqueline & Hugh† Cosgrove
Hugh & Melissa Cullen
Joe & Doreen Cullen
Anne Cullen Miller &  

Mark Miller
John P. Curran
Timothy Dalzell
Jo Ann Danmeier
Mark &  

Angela DelVecchio
Argerie Diaz-White &  

Robert† White
Shawn & Kim Doyle
Thomas J. Doyle†
Joan Dufour
Jack Ehrenberg

Carole & Lawrence Engelmann
Jack Ferber
Mary Jane Ferber &  

Carolyn Jones
Roy & JoAnn Ferber
Timothy C. Flynn
Bill & Bonita Frels
Elizabeth French
Father Frank Fried
Jean Froehle
Cathy & Steve Garvey
Beth & Jerry Geis
Joan & Eugene Gennaro
Teddy & Jim† Gesell
Esther & Donald Giesel
Cathy Goaley
Kathleen Gobeli
Joan Goggins
Mary Grady
Amy & Peter Grayson
Kathryn Grayson
James Guldan†
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
John & Shirley Haney
Patricia Hara
Dorothy & Jerry Hawkins
Tom Heinen & Tami Phillippi
Mary & Ken Herriges
Andrea Hinding & David Holst
Joseph Hinze
Robert Hinze†
Janeice Ann DeLisle†
Patricia Holmes
Anita & George Hottinger
David Hottinger &  

Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Suzette Houle
Mike & Jean Jack
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Susan Jensen
Bruce & Jean Johnson
Lynne Johnson
Robert Joseph
Sharon Joswiak
Thomas Kabesh
Karen & Patrick Kachel
Charles & Rose Karas
Patricia Karels
Julie Karels-Treinen
Thomas & Ruth King
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Richard & Ann Klein
Judith Knabe
Jim Korman

Mary Ann Kosel†
Mike Kosel
Bridget Kramer
Jim & Mary Kaye† Kramer
Jim† & Jan Kunz
Julie Kuzj
Janet Lackner
Carlo & Virginia† LaManna
Bernie & Colleen Lancette
George & Carol Lang†
Nicholas & Mary Lasovich
Maggie Lee & Richard Dunn
Mary Gerry & Tom† Lee
Mary Leibl
Doug & Krissy Lieser
Stella Lundquist
Carmella Maher
William† & Patricia Mahoney
Susan & Ernie† Maier
Nancy† & Tom Maloney
Joseph Mansur
Donna & Peter McCarthy
Teresa & Stephen McCurdy
David McDonald
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Larry McGough
Tom McKeown† &  

Mary Cullen McKeown 
Steve & Anita McKeown
Eileen McMahon &  

Steve Karbon
Peter Mikkalson
Marge Milner
Doug & Sandy Milroy
Michelle H. Mooney
Joel & Meghan Moore

† Deceased
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Celebrate a L!ed One  Celebrate a L!ed One  
With a Gift in The" NameWith a Gift in The" Name
This Christmas, give a gift in honor or 
in memory of someone in your life. One 
hundred percent of your donation goes 
to support tuition assistance for students 
at Community of Saints.
 
Use the enclosed envelope or mail  
your gift to: 

Alums & Friends & Families
Community of Saints
335 Hurley St. E.  
West St. Paul, MN 55118 

Make checks payable to A&F&F.

You can also give online by visiting  
www.communityofsaints.org/ways-to-
give

† Deceased

Jessica Morales
Lee & Judith† Morhar
Fran Mudek
Dotty & Peter Murk
Ann Myran
Barbara Neff
Eileen Norton†
Elizabeth & Timothy Nowak
John & Cynthia O’Halloran
Frances O’Neill
Tom & Mary O’Neill
Janet & Ronald Odalen
Mary Ann & Raymond Ogden
Mary K. Orme
Pat & Tony Palmer†
Tony Palumbo
Phil & Connie Paquette
Annette & William Patient
Sheryl Peterson
Loretta Pietruszewski
Nancy Poechmann
Margaret Pohl†
Margarita Probst
Daniel & Denise Quinlan
Tom Quinlan
Paul & Tesa Ramos
Sandra† & Thomas Reding
Margaret & James† Reed
John Riehle
Bill & Angie Rindfleisch
Nancy Ring Grausam
Mary Ann & James Roeller
Janelle Rohr
Pat & Tom Rolewicz
Tom Rolewicz, Jr.
Julie Rollheiser
Paul & Mary Ann† Roscoe
Anthony & Dian Roszak
Ralph & Jacqueline Roubal
Barbara Ruberto
Kay & Jim Russell
Rita Ryan†
Josette Salah†
Georgianna Saumweber
Hope Savard
Marie Scanlan†

Daniel & Rosemary Schadegg
Doris Schillinger
Christopher & Cathy Schletty
Mike & Carol Schneider
Brittany & Andrew Schou
Carol Schreiner
Pat & Wayne Schultz
Corinne & Tom Schuster
Linda Sellars
Marilyn & Jerry Sexton†
Dixie Shafer & Jerald Dosch
Linda Sill
Eugene Sitzmann†
Tony Sitzmann
Michael Smeby
Tom Smith &  

Catalina Adamez-Smith
Georgene Sorenson
Sheila & Steven Stai
Steven & Julie Stremski
Russ Sudeith†
Barbara Tinucci
Mary Pat Topritzhofer
Bradley & Beth Tressell
Dwaine & Janet Troje
Dorothy Turcotte-Tait
David & Diane Ubl
Nicholas & Ilene Undis
Judith Ann Valerius
Michael Vasterling
Bob & Barbara Verstraete
Char & Jack Vitelli
Allen & Diane† Volkenant
Lynn A. Volkenant
Dick Votel
Terry Votel
Patrick M. Waldera
Mary Walsh
Bill & Karen Walter
Jim Wenker
Jim Wicker
Peter Willems†
Diane Wineman
Marian Wolters†
John & Mary Wren
Kristin & Dan Yentes

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT!

All gifts made by December 31, 2025, 
WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR-FOR-
DOLLAR up to $11,700. This matching 
grant is made possible thanks to the 
generous support of St. Matt’s  
Class of ’57 Breakfast Club. Call Natalie 
Hartung, Advancement Director,  
at 651-457-2510 for  
more information.

Your contributions are 
tax deductible.
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