
A reflection by Fr. Steve Adrian, former Pastor of The Church of St. Matthew. He wrote this for the dedication.
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Looking at St. Matthew’s new logo, it’s easy to see its relationship to the stained glass panels 
in the church. The window’s abstract design, and the logo it inspired, are a unique 
representation of St. Matthew’s Community, but that “inspiration” didn’t come right away.  

First came months of gathering input from parishioners and working through numerous 
iterations with the designer. All the input, revisions and critiques helped to move the 
process forward, but nothing seemed to hit the mark until one day, someone suggested the 
stained glass windows. Something clicked.  

At the time, most of us knew very little about the artwork. The wall of colored glass 
stretching along the west side of the church was just another feature we took for granted, 
without really seeing it.  

As we launch our new logo, we’d like to reintroduce you to the unique work of art in our 
worship space. We hope you take a moment to enjoy its beauty and reflect on its message of 
transformation. Read Father Steve’s reflection on page two and explore what 
Transformation of the Cross means to you. 

The Artwork 
Created by Pegasus Studios, most of the panels are fabricated from hand blown glass imported from 
Germany. The artists used abstract images to represent the idea of “transformation,” and to create a peaceful, 
prayerful mood of calm reflection. When the sun is at the right angle, the beveled, clear, float glass that 
appears throughout the panels refract the light, projecting a luminescent rainbow of colors into the church.  

A Memorial Gift – Installed and Dedicated in 1999 
The artwork was a gift to St. Matthew’s from Marie Heimel Kraft and her husband, Anthony, in honor of 
Marie’s mother, Christine Messerich Heimel (1876-1953). Christine’s parents were among the founding 
members of St, Matthew’s in 1886, and Christine was one of the earliest students at St. Matthew’s School, 
back when classes were held in the basement of the church. Christine was married at St. Matthew’s Church in 
1909 and had two children before her husband died in 1916. She never remarried but held many jobs to see 
that both her children attended St. Matthew’s School in the “new” building. Christine died at her home on 
South Robert Street in 1953 at the age of 77. 
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