
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

Liturgy Schedule 

Masses 

• Saturday at 4:15 PM 

• Sunday at 10:15 AM (online Mass is on hiatus) 

 

Reconciliation  

• Saturdays  3:00 - 3:30 PM 

• Sundays after Mass upon request or by 

appointment, by calling the parish office 

 

Please contact the parish office regarding 

Baptism, Matrimony, First Communion, 

Confirmation and Anointing of the Sick. 

 

 

February 9, 2025 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Church         510 Hall Avenue      

Parish Center (Mailing Address) 490 Hall Avenue 
        St. Paul, MN 55107  
 
Telephone (651) 224-9793 

Fax   (651) 222-2688 

Website  www.st-matts.org 

Facebook www.facebook.com/churchofstmatthew 

YouTube www.youtube.com/churchofstmatthew  

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Friday            Closed 



 

My parents’ garage is full of old junk that no longer 
serves any purpose in my life. As a 46-year-old man, I 
admit that’s pretty lame. Either due to my 
sentimentality or laziness (or both, probably), I just 
couldn’t get myself to throw things away. But a few 
days ago, by a grace of God, I thought: “I’ll hire my 
nephew Ryan to throw a bunch of my stuff away — he 
couldn’t care less about my junk!” And you know 
what? It worked. In one day, Ryan chucked the 
majority of his uncle’s useless stuff. I feel so free, 
ready for a new junk-free chapter in my life.  

This kind of thing happens in this Sunday’s Gospel. 
Peter’s net is full of useless junk. Luke says he and the 
others are cleaning their nets after catching no fish. 
Imagine them dejectedly and impatiently removing a 
nasty assortment of seaweed, sticks and muck. The 
Lord teaches and calls them once their nets are 
cleared out. So it goes with us. Spiritual life begins by 
removing that which is useless and merely taking up 
space in our hearts, minds and lives. Then Jesus 
teaches and acts in a marvelous way in our lives, too.  

So what’s junking up your net? What habits, 
attachments, possessions, preoccupations? If, like me, 
you struggle to clean your nets by yourself, ask the 
Lord to send you someone like my nephew to be your 
“Peter” and help you clean it out. It is well worth it. 
Once Peter’s net is clean, he is free to make a 
wonderful catch.  
  
— Father John Muir 

©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 

Cover art/clipart ©Liturgical Publications and or  
Catholic Studies Centre at Saint Louis Stewardship Reflections & Coverart 

Receptionist: We need a volunteer to work at the 
Parish Center reception desk on Mondays in March. 
The dates are March 3, 10, 17, and 24. Hours are 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. You may choose to volunteer for 
the whole four hours or any duration of time that works 
for your schedule. Duties are mainly to greet visitors to 
the Parish Center and to answer the phone at the 
reception desk. Anyone able to be of assistance on 
one or all of these days, please contact the Parish 
Center at 651-224-9793. 

Greeter: We are in need of a volunteer to serve as a 
greeter at the Saturday 4:15 pm Mass. Duties include 
welcoming those attending the Mass and offering a 
hymnal, worship aid and a bulletin. An excellent 
opportunity for a Confirmation candidate to serve the 
parish! Any student or adult who may be interested in 
serving the parish in this way may contact the Parish 
Center at 651-224-9793 or speak to a greeter or 
sacristan at the Saturday 4:15 pm Mass.  

Thank You: We welcome Bernadette Janisch and 
Izzy Minus who have volunteered to serve as lectors. 

WE ARE A VOLUNTEER PARISH! 

Mary Leibl 
Volunteer Coordinator 
mleibl@st-matts.org 

 Volunteer Opportunities and Parish Needs  

Jeremiah Baker, Jeff Blomgren, Jerry & Louise 
Breidel, Philip Heitzinger, Sean Kane, Ken 
Kasheimer, Bernie Klein, Janette Koegel, Diane 
McFarland, Geriann Raway, John Saldivar, Doris 
Schillinger, and Richard Smith.  

A name will remain on the prayer list for two months 
after which time it will be removed unless you ask to 
keep the name on the list. Please contact the parish 
office (651-224-9793) or email Angela (arakow@st-
matts.org) to keep the list current. 

We kindly ask you to obtain the individual’s permission 
for bulletin publication and inclusion in the weekend 
Prayers of the Faithful. 

We are strong as a community praying together. 

 

Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  ~ Isaiah 6:8  

 

St. Matthew Welcomes All to Our Parish! 

New to the area, joining us for the first time or coming 
home again? Consider registering with our parish. 
You can download the registration form from our 
website or contact Angela 
(arakow@st-matts.org) in the 
parish office.  

Prayer Requests 

mailto:mleibl@st-matts.org


 

Parish Administrator’s Note 

Pray, Act, Hope 
“Pray as if everything depends on God. Act as if 
everything depends on you.” That classic saying 
comes to my mind these days, as I think about how we 
move forward in 2025. 

Consider just one critical moral issue: how do we treat 
our immigrant brothers and sisters? We pray for 
immigrants at Mass, and I expect most of us pray for 
them personally. All good. 

Beyond that, what actions can we take? Where can 
we find help? Some possibilities:  

 • Pay particular attention to news about immigration 
 enforcement. Not all of it is legal. I’m convinced that 
 some people want us to stop paying attention, so 
 they can get away with illegal actions. Let’s pay 
 attention. 

 • Visit the Immigrant Legal Resource Center website. 
 Among the ILRC’s resources are “Red Cards”, which 
 succinctly list constitutional rights. We’ve put some 
 red cards in church. Website: www.ilrc.org/red-cards
 -tarjetas-rojas 

 • Check out what our Archdiocese is doing. https://
 missionsupport.archspm.org/news/immigration-
 issues-for-parishes-and-schools/ 

 • Continue to support Casa Guadalupana, one of our 
 mission partners. Casa shelters legal immigrants. 
 Their staff and volunteers are attending meetings, 
 and they’ll keep us informed. 

These are troubled times . . . and yet, “Our hope for 
salvation is sustained by people helping people. 
Scientists, first responders, humanitarian aid workers 
are reminders that ‘Christ plays in ten thousand 
places’ (Gerard Manley Hopkins). While there may not 
be as much humanity around as we would like, there’s 
more than we think. Humanitarian efforts to feed the 
starving, house the homeless, and heal the broken are 
the visible signs of salvation breaking through the 
barbed wire of systemic injustice blurring the beauty of 
living in communion with God and neighbor.” (Fr. 
Richard M. Gula in Give Us This Day, Reflection for 
February 2, 2025) 

Fr. Thomas put it well in a recent homily, let’s (a) 
cease complaining; and (b) be a light to the world. 

As members of St. Matt’s Catholic community, we 
have access to powerful sources of hope: our faith, 
Scripture, and our fellow members. 

Have a great week! Thank you for your support!  

Phil Grant, Administrator 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
pgrant@st-matts.org 
651-224-9793 

Faith Formation News 

News and Events 

Coffee Sunday 
Our next Coffee Sunday is February 9 
after the Sunday 10:15 AM Mass hosted 
by the Men’s Club. Come down to the 
Social Hall and visit with your fellow 
parishioners. We hope to see you there! 

Rosary Society - February 11th Meeting 
All women of the community are invited to the 
Tuesday, February 11th Rosary Society meeting, 
which will be held from 12:30 to 2:00 pm in the Parish 
Center's lower level meeting room. Come to socialize, 
enjoy valentine themed refreshments and activities 
and plan our remaining Winter and Spring activities. 

2025 Catholic Services Appeal 
This year’s Catholic Services Appeal focuses support 
in four overarching areas: 

o Educating in faith 

o Helping those in need 

o Faith formation 

o Respect for Life 

In the back of the church, you will see donation cards 
and a QR code. Both give you access to the 2025 
Catholic Services Appeal website. You can also fill out 
the pledge card and return it in the collection. Make 
checks payable to Catholic Services Appeal. Thank 
you for your generous support. 

 

The Sounds and Sights of Saint Matthew 

The Bells of Saint Matthew will ring on 
Sunday, February 9, 2025 in memory of 

Louise Rodriguez.  

If you would like to schedule a day to ring the bells or a 
week to light the sanctuary lamp for your special 
memory, person or event, please contact the parish 
office at 651-224-9793 by 1:00 PM, Monday – 
Thursday. 

Faith Formation Classes This Week 
On Wednesday, February 12, all Faith Formation 
public school students in grades K to 10 have class in 
the Parish Center. Grades K to 5 are in class from 
6:30 to 7:45 PM, and Grades 6 to 10 are in class from 
6:45 to 7:50 PM. Note that next week, February 19, 
students will have the opportunity to go to confession 
in church. Students will first report to their Parish 
Center classrooms that evening.  

https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://missionsupport.archspm.org/news/immigration-issues-for-parishes-and-schools/
https://missionsupport.archspm.org/news/immigration-issues-for-parishes-and-schools/
https://missionsupport.archspm.org/news/immigration-issues-for-parishes-and-schools/


 
  
 
 

Rev. Antony Skaria, Parochial Administrator 

Rev. Thomas M. Kommers, Sacramental Minister 

Phil Grant, Pastoral Administrator/Safe Environment 
Coordinator 
  pgrant@st-matts.org 

Cristina Czaia, Director of Music and Liturgy 
  cczaia@st-matts.org 

Angela Rakow, Administrative Assistant 
  arakow@st-matts.org 

Mary Leibl, Volunteer Coordinator 
  mleibl@st-matts.org 

Janelle Rohr, Faith Formation  
  janelle@st-matts.org  

Accounts Payable & Receivable  
  accountspayable@st-matts.org 

Steve Kowal, Maintenance Engineer 
  skowal@st-matts.org 

Scott Hertzog, Custodian 

Jair Aguilar Vasquez, Custodian 
  jair@st-matts.org 

John Del Vecchio, Parish Trustee 
  jdelvecchio@st-matts.org 

Karen Thompson, Parish Trustee 
  kthompson@st-matts.org 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ralph Brown   Maggie Lee 
Isaac Garcia   Tara Perron  
Kathy Goldenstein  Ellen Schneider 
Terry Grundtner       Katie Shetka 
Phil Grant, Ex Officio 
 

 
 
 

John Del Vecchio  Becky Montgomery 
Richard Dunn   Tony Postiglione  
Jackie Lackner   Karen Thompson 
Phil Grant, Ex Officio 
 
Readings for the week of February 9, 2025 
Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 (1c)/1 Cor 
15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11 

Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 
35c//Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30/
Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mk 7:24-30 

Friday: Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13/Mk 8:1-10 

Next Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6, (40:5a)/1 Cor 
15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26 

 
 
 

 

  
  

   

 
  

 
  

 
       

    

   
 

 

 

 

Parish Council Members 

Finance Council Members 

Parish Leadership 

  
   

 
   

 
   

   
    

 
   
   

    
    
    

 
   

    
    

 
   

 
   

     

 
    

 

 

 

 

 



 
  
 
 

 

 

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

 

 
   

 
   

 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

    
     

   
        

 
 

 
 
 

   
     
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, February 8 
4:15 PM +Robert B. and Stephen J. Roscoe 
  +Mary Lou Shields 

Sunday, February 9 
10:15 AM +Eileen Norton 

Saturday, February 15 
4:15 PM  +Nancy Maloney 

Sunday, February 16 
10:15 AM +Joseph Savard      
    

   
 

 

Calendar of Events 

Mass Intentions 

 

 

 

Monday - Friday, February 10-14 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Loaves & Fishes   

Monday, February 10 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Parish Office Open 

Tuesday, February 11 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Parish Office Open 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM Rosary Society Meeting 
6:30 PM   Knights of Columbus Meeting 

Wednesday, February 12 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM St. Mary’s Health Clinic  
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Parish Office Open 
6:30 PM   Faith Formation 
7:00 PM   Choir Practice 
8:00 PM   Men’s Club Meeting 

Thursday, February 13 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Parish Office Open 
4:30 PM   Finance Council Meeting 
6:00 PM   Crafting Group 

Friday, February 14 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Parish Office Closed 

Saturday, February 15 
3:00 PM - 3:30 PM Confessions 
4:15 PM    Mass  

Sunday, February 16 
10:15 AM    Mass 
 

Bulletin 
Announcements are due on Monday by 10:00 AM for the 
next Sunday’s bulletin. Items should be sent to Angela 
Rakow at arakow@st-matts.org. Items received after 10:00 
AM will appear in the following week’s bulletin.  

Support Our Advertisers 
Advertisers on the back of this bulletin pay for this weekly 
bulletin. Thank them by using their services and products.  
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Community  means everything.

That’s why we’re proud to be here to help life go right™ 

Steve Stremski
Ins Agcy Inc
Steve Stremski, Agent
1560 Livingston Ave., Suite 101
West St. Paul, MN 55118

Thomas Stremski
Ins Agcy Inc
Tom J Stremski, Agent
1560 Livingston Ave.
West St Paul, MN 55118
Bus: 651-457-6348

1601492		  State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Small. 
Catholic. 
Affordable.

Offering Preschool 
8th grade education

Serving St. Paul’s West Side, 
West St. Paul, South St. Paul, 

Inver Grove Heights  
and Mendota Heights.

651-457-2510

T W I N C I T Y R E F U S E  
A N D R E C Y C L I N G

318 Water St W 
St Paul, MN 55107

TwinCityRefuse.com

On call roll off boxes  
& dump site 

651-227-1549

If you’re looking for a 

COVID BOOSTER 

OR VACCINE

We’re here. 

       For you.

scan here to book your appointment or visit: 

M N C A R E . O R G  |  ( 6 5 1 )  6 0 2 - 7 5 0 0

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Camarie Fox

 

cfox@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2174

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

Paul Holmgren 
Business and  

Personal Taxes 
Parishioner

(651) 401-2156 
paul@stpaultaxservice.com 
www.stpaultaxservice.com

217 Como Ave., Ste. 104 
Saint Paul, MN 55103


