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Reading Skills Soar with
New Phonics Curriculum

ast year, Community of Saints (COS) introduced a new phonics curriculum for students
Lin grades K-3, and the results dramatically exceeded expectations. Student gains were so
substantial, they were featured in a newsletter published by one of the school’s partners,

Achievement Network (ANet), a national nonprofit working to expand educational equity for
all students. “It often takes a few years to get to where COS got in one year,” said ANet’s
Anna McKinney, Director of School Support. “It was one of the greatest examples of student
growth with a specific focus I've ever seen.”

By the end of the school year, students demonstrated major growth in the skills they
need to be good readers:

B Phonological awareness grew from 65% to 84% on or above grade level.

B Phonics improved from 24% to 67% on or above grade level.

B High-frequency word recognition increased from 46% to 87% on

or above grade level.

ANet works with public and private schools around the country with student
populations in need of extra support. At COS this year, 75% of students qualify for free
and reduced lunch, making it the fourth highest in the archdiocese. In addition, 47% of COS
students are English Language Learners (ELL), coming from households where more than
one language is spoken at home.

McKinney credits the teachers, who had a say in selecting the curriculum, for the
outsized results. “We would have meetings where teachers would look at each other’s data

— Continued on page 5
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MESSAGE FROM father steve

Dear COS Alums, Friends, and Families,

Over the years leaders in business and education have emphasized how important
reading, math, and science are to a person’s success. This issue of The Good News gives
you an update on the strides taken at COS to help students not just learn, but to excel in
these disciplines.

Over the years | have tried to focus on assisting young people, helping them grow and
mature. One of the ways | have done so has been through supporting and actively
participating in their education —elementary, secondary, college, and graduate school.
For almost 55 years as a priest there hasn't been a day when | have not been active in
school and the education of young people.

Now | come to the sunset of my life, | call it “Vesper time.” | want to make sure | leave
something to support the future mission and ministry of COS.

Often we think of estate gifts to schools as coming from wealthy people.

Catholic priests are not wealthy; at least this one is not. Nevertheless, | do have resources,
so | chose to make a bequest to COS as part of my estate planning.

| know that most of you are not wealthy. | also know that most of you have resources and
need to make plans about the distribution of those resources at the time of your death.

Join me, make a plan — include COS in your estate planning. No one
can do everything, but each of us can do something. No bequest is
unimportant or insignificant. Our gifts will allow families who never
thought they could afford Catholic education for their children to find

a place at COS — where no student is turned away for financial reasons.

"l want to
make sure | leave
something to support
the future mission and
ministry of COS."”

| am honored to join with you in this great work. The success of COS :
students in many ways is due to us. God bless you. .
With gratitude,

Father Steve — FR. STEVE

SCHEDULE A VISIT

Beginning in December, tours of the
school can be scheduled on the first
Tuesday of every month through May.
Visitors also have the option to join
the second grade class for lunch.

This is an opportunity for you to see
COS in action and experience what
it's like to be part of a school
community built on the principles of
faith, inclusivity, and love. It also gives
us a chance to thank our many donors.

Come and see the school your
contributions make possible. For more
information or to schedule a tour call
Natalie Hartung, Advancement Director,
at 651-457-2510 or email NHartung@
communityofsaints.org

We hope to see you soon!


mailto:NHartung@communityofsaints.org

Fr. Paul
energetically
engages with

students during
school Mass

Love for Catholic Schools Leads to COS

EDITOR'’S NOTE: | recently met with Fr. Paul Treacy at Church of the Assumption where he serves as pastor.
He talked about his family, his love for Catholic schools, and his new role as Canonical Administrator at COS.

Below is an excerpt of our conversation.

We Had Everything We Needed

My childhood was wonderful chaos. My parents
had ten kids in 13 years, and my twin brother and I
were the youngest. When I was seven, we moved out to
Dellwood when it still had dirt roads and cows because
my dad got a deal on a lot. My dad was in the insurance
business and while we lived simply, we had everything
we needed — it was just old. We took trips, but we
traveled very frugally. Every year, we drove to South
Padre Island in Texas and stayed at a $6 a night
campground. We pulled a big boat that didn’t work,
and when we got to Iowa, a few of us would get out of
the station wagon and ride in the boat. Guardian angels
had extra work with families like ours.

A Late Vocation

I didn’t enter the seminary until I was 34. Before
that I was in the insurance business for 12 years. l had a
great career at St. Paul Companies — I loved it. About six
months before I left, I finally got parking. When people
who went to high school or college with me heard that
Paul Treacy was going into seminary, it’s fair to say they
may have been surprised. I was also surprised. Until
I was 32 years old when the thought of the priesthood
started, my plans were to be married and have a family.

Fr. Paul Treacy,

age 2, with his
parents and nine
siblings, including
his twin brother.

Fr. Paul is seated
on his mother’s lap.

When it comes to life plans, however, God is a God of
surprises and I'm happy with how it all turned out.

Previous Parishes All Had Schools

I went to St. Jude of the Lake for grade school,
Hill-Murray for high school, and then St. Thomas College.
My previous parishes all had schools, and I enjoyed the
work. I love school Masses — how it’s part of student life
and becomes part of who students are. Catholic schools
give young people a foundation of faith, and something
positive they can reconnect with as adults when they
have kids of their own. I'm a big fan.

Pastor to the School

As a member of the COS school board for the last
two years, I didn’t have a lot of opportunity to interact
with families or meet students. Now, as the Canonical
Administrator, I'm like a pastor to the school, and it’s
been a great joy getting to meet students and families.
The kids themselves are so respectful and fun.

When I started, they had no idea who this new guy
was, but the kids have a sense of awe and wonder and
just a real kindness — all with with huge smiles. As a
board member, it’s also been nice to get to see the fruits
of a loving school environment with committed teachers
and so many committed parents.

Passing on the Gift

COS is a wonderful school. It provides a loving
environment for kids to learn and grow. There’s so much
evidence of the important role communty plays in a
child’s success. Being able to talk about the virtues and
values that make for a good person, but also to know
God'’s love and how we are called to love each other.

I am so grateful for the work of A&F&F and the
many wonderful people who had a good experience of
Catholic education and are now passing on that gift.
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STEM Partnership with University of Notre Dame
Gets Students Excited about Science

EDITOR’S NOTE: One of the perks of working on The Good News is talking to COS students, and | often ask them,
“What'’s your favorite subject?” Over the last few years, |'ve noticed a steady rise in the number of students who tell me
it's science. After 17 years of doing this, it caught my attention. It also motivated me to follow up on a story from 2020,
when COS was in the second year of a three-year partnership with the University of Notre Dame to implement a new

approach to teaching science.

n the fall of 2019, when COS was just beginning to

phase in Notre Dame’s Science, Technology,

Engineering, and Math initiative (STEM), middle
school science teacher, Audrey Moorhouse, surveyed
students to gauge their overall interest in math and
science. “We had about 72 middle schoolers at that
time, and only one of them positively identified with
science or math, and two who said they were neutral.”
Moorhouse reported. “You don’t want 96% of your
students to hate math and science classes. We knew if
we wanted our test scores to increase, we first had to
get them excited about what they’re learning.”

Three years later when Moorhouse conducted
the same survey, the outcome was very different, with
75% of students saying they positively identified with
science and math. “That felt like a huge shift to me,”
said Moorhouse. “Not only were kids excited to learn
science and math, they also said they could imagine
using that knowledge to make life better for
themselves, their families, and their communities.”

After implementing STEM, 75% of COS students
report positively identifying with science and math.

' T—

.

Changing How Science and Math are Taught

In 2019, COS was one of 10 schools nationwide,
and the only Catholic elementary school in Minnesota
selected to participate in the University of Notre Dame’s
STEM Fellowship Initiative, a program with the
ambitious goal of fundamentally changing how science
and math are taught.

In Notre Dame’s approach, teachers ask open-
ended questions meant to spark dialogue among
students. Students are prompted to take up each other’s
ideas in order to build a collective understanding of a
concept and then apply what they’ve learned to real-
world problems. “There’s a certain level of rigor as well
as standards we have to meet,” said Moorhouse. “But
making simple adjustments to how we run the classroom
can have a really big impact.”

STEM also gives students a chance to put the skills
they learn in math class to work. While studying waves
recently, 8th grade students needed to locate the
epicenter of an earthquake using triangulation. “They
had to graph time differences and distance, and then use
a compass to construct circles on a map with radii that
have a particular scale measurement,” explained
Moorhouse. “The most
engaging science work is
rooted in real-world
problems, and we need
math for that.”

Notre Dame’s
research showed this
student-led approach
engages young learners
far more than rote
memorization. “The
emphasis is on doing
science rather than
memorizing science
facts,” explains
Moorhouse. “Especially
in today’s world, it
doesn’t matter if you can



remember all the organelles of the cell because
you have a computer at your fingertips you can
use to look it up.”

Making Science Accessible for
Young Learners

COS teacher Eva Boncich took the STEM
initiative and ran with it. Two years ago, she
worked with Moorhouse to write a grant to buy
a set of dash-bots for her second grade students.
Dash-bots are small, programmable robots used
to teach students about computer coding and
robotics.

Boncich demystifies coding for her students
by explaining it’s simply about recognizing
everything has steps. “I tell my students that tying
your shoes has steps, so that’s a code,” said
Boncich. “Coding is a way for students to learn at
a young age that they are capable, and that science
isn’t something to be afraid of.”

This year Boncich is teaching 4th grade
students. “It’s exciting because I had this class two
years ago, and now that they’re fourth graders, we
get to explore topics on a more challenging level,”
said Boncich. “As a student, science class was
where I blossomed, and I want my kids to feel

that same love.”

STUDENTS TRY OUT
NEW 3D PRINTER

COS used COVID funds from the

federal government to purchase several
3D printers. Sam and Keira (above) were
the first students to use the printer to
create a name plate for their STEM Club
robot. They said it took 30 minutes to
design the name plate and two or three
hours to print it.
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Reading Skills Soar with New Phonics Curriculum,
continued from page 1

)

and say things like, ‘Hey, my students’ phonemic awareness
data isn’t as good as yours — what did you do?”” McKinney
said. “It was collaborative and data-driven with really high
expectations for students. I think that’s what drove results.”

Strong Foundation Builds Confident Readers

Sue Maher, who has been teaching first grade for 37 years,
has always emphasized phonics with her students, but she
was amazed at how much the new curriculum helped her
ELL students.

“There are so many sounds in English that are not the
same in Spanish, and if kids don’t have that strong base, they’re
going to struggle more with reading,” Maher said. “I had a
student last year who spoke very little English, and she made
so much growth in her reading skills throughout the year, it
really surprised me. Even the kids who were already reading
made lots of progress.”

The new curriculum is intended for students in K-2, but
for the first year, COS extended it to third graders, who learned
to read during the COVID years. “We wanted to fill in any
potential gaps in their skills, and it worked,” said third grade
teacher Alex Gergen. “By the end of the year their spelling and
reading was much stronger.”

Kindergarten teacher, Laura Lundquist, observed that
at the start of each school year she always has some students
who can read a simple book, while others are still learning
their letters, and the new curriculum works well for both.

“It challenges advanced learners and reinforces skills for

others,” Lundquist said. “You can see the lightbulb click

when the kids put it all together. Students fundamentally
develop more confidence.”

McKinney points to research showing that high student
confidence and teacher expectations are both essential to closing
the achievement gap. Now in her third year working with COS,
McKinney describes the school as a joyful place. “The kids seem
happy to be here, and you can tell the teachers are happy to teach
them,” she said. “It’s been a really enjoyable partnership.”

PHOTO BY JEANNINE OF BLOCK PORTRAIT STUDIOS
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A&F&F Contributors Provide the Foundation

1,033 Donations Totaling $434,206
Come and See What You've Built

When you walk in the front doors at Community of Saints (COS), one of the first things you'll see are the words Faith,
Inclusivity, and Love. Those beliefs constitute the core of what makes COS special and successful. But what animates those
beliefs, what makes them real, is your support. Alums & Friends & Families tuition assistance contributions are the school’s
largest source of income and the reason every family who seeks a Catholic education for their child is welcomed here.

If you can, plan to visit sometime, so you can experience for yourself a school community powered by faith, inclusivity,
and love. Attend a school Mass (Thursdays at 9 a.m.) or call and schedule a tour (see page 2). COS only exists because

of your support. We thank you and hope you can come and see what you've helped build.

Donations listed were received between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.

PILLAR
$15,000+

Audrey Bruckert

Hugh & Melissa Cullen

Roy & JoAnn Ferber

Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
John & Cynthia O’Halloran

Tom McKeownt &

Mary Cullen McKeown
Emily O'Halloran
Phil & Connie Paquette
Daniel & Rosemary Schadegg

EDUCATOR
$2,500-%4,999

Catherine & James Blaha

Rosalie & Richard Bush

Mary Kay & Michael Cooney
Joseph & Doreen Cullen

Anne Cullen Miller & Mark Miller
Elizabeth French

PACESETTER
$10,000-%$14,999
Lisa & Richard Anderson

Bill & Bonita Frels
Jim & Jan Kunz

J9hn Riehle Jean Froehle

Linda Sellars Beth & Jerome Geis
Lee & Carolyn Halbur

LEADER Diane & Frank Hanzal

$5,000-$9,999

Susan & Tony Alleva

James & Arlene Barnhart
Boss Foundation

Stephen & Ellen Casey

Jack Ferber

Kent Family Charitable Trust
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Tomt & Mary Gerry Lee
Diane Madden

David Hottinger &
Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Erin Lamkin &
Timothy Lamkin, Jr.
Joseph Mansur
Thomas E. & Mary O’Neill
David & Cathy Pavlak
Pat & Greg Reese
General Joseph & Michele Votel
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SUSTAINER
$1,000-$2,499

Father Steve Adrian
Anonymous
Denise & Jim Bohrer
Frank Brewer
Joseph Cardenas
Jacqueline Cosgrove
Mary Cullen
Mark & Angela
DelVecchio
Carol & Lawrence
Engelmann
Mary Jane Ferber &
Carolyn Jones
Kaye Goers
Tom Heinen & Tami Phillippi

David Hodgson

Anita & George Hottinger

Patricia Karels

Jill & William Kilzer

Ted & Stacy Kronschnabel

Steve & Anita McKeown

Eileen McMahon &
Steve Karbon

Frank & Kathy Miley

Paul & Tesa Ramos

Kyle & Emily Reckinger

Pat & Tom Rolewicz

Tom Rolewicz, Jr.

Paul Roscoe

Joseph & Linda Schaefer

Donna Schneider

Brittany & Andrew Schou

Suzanne Snyder

St. Matthew's Parish

David & Diane Ubl

Allen Volkenant

Mary Walsh

James Wicker

John & Debra Zyla

BUILDER
$500-$999

Michael Aafedt &
Deborah Sundquist

Suzanne Ahern

Bernard & Norma Alvarez

Elaine & Robert Bache

Roger & Donn Beaubien

Edward Benoe

Shirley Bergum

Mark & Julie Blake

John Boncich

Ellie Breister

Richard F. Cruz

Joanne Dufour

Robert Fahrenkrug

Barbara Fitzpatrick

LuAnn Ford

Father Frank Fried

Alexis Hernandez

Lila & Charles Jachim

STUDENT PHOTOS BY JEANNINE OF BLOCK PORTRAIT STUDIOS

Kristin Jarocki

Betty & George Jod|
Thomas Kabesh

Patricia & Eugene Karels
Ann Koves

Al & Kathy Kramer
Bridget Kramer

Sue Kueppers

Maggie Lee & Rich Dunn
Geraldine Loder

Susan & Erniet Maier
Father John Malone
Beth Marschall

Thomas McEllistrem
Mary & Charles Michel
Irene Mikkalson
Christine Ortega

Tony Palumbo

PayPal Giving Fund

Tom & Ardys Pertz
Marcos Pichardo

Nancy Poechmann

John Posel

Mike & Carol Schneider
Tony Sitzmann

Mary Pat Topritzhofer
Mary Topritzhofert
Timothy Vasquez

Dick Votel

Terry Votel

Joseph & Danielle Wenker
Gary Wilmer

Joseph & Jeanne Wilmes
John & Mary Wren

BENEFACTOR
$250-$499

Roberta Barger

Beverly Barrett

Dennis & Jerrice Barrett

Pat Barrett & Steve Chlebeck
Richard Bernard

Patricia Blaskie

Theresa Bock

Mary Sue Brass

Jim Brewer

T Deceased



Judy & Ralph Brown
Michelle Cochran
Clement & Molly Commers
William Costello
Timothy Dalzell
Jo Ann Danmeier
Duane & Brenda DeBlieck
Frank Emanuelson
John Ferrian
Timothy Flynn
Gary & Elisa Gorman
Mary Grady
Kathryn Grayson
John Griep
Dorothy & Jerry Hawkins
Joan Heinz
Mary Ann Hillyer
Mike & Jean Jack
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Bradley & Sarah Kahley
Jason & Lisa Kalkes
Judith Knabe
Jim Korman
Mike Kosel
Matthew Kudwa
Janet Lackner
Gordy Lesch
Mary Martin
David McDonald
Josie & Stephen Mike
Peter Mikkalson
Dotty & Peter Murk
Ann Myran
Elizabeth & Timothy Nowak
Margo O’Malley
Frances O’Neill
Mary Ann & Raymond Ogden
Carole Palermo
Ernie Pavlisich
Jack & Ann Piepel
Daniel & Denise Quinlan
Margaret Reed
Stephen Riehm
Willliam & Angela Rindfleisch
Caroline & Joseph Rodriguez
Carol Ann & James Roubal, Sr.
Mary Jo Santori
Hope Savard
Marie Scanlant
John Scheibel
Deborah Schlick & Brian Miller
John Schneider
Chip & Jeanette Schwartz
Linda Sill
Thomas Smith &
Catalina Adamez-Smith
Georgene Sorenson
Joe & Flora Stevens
Michael Vasterling
Susan Vento
Robert & Barbara Verstraete
Charleen & John Vitelli
Patrick M. Waldera
Father Greg Welch
Michael Wicker
Kathy Yanez

T Deceased

Peter & Anna Yanish
Jeanne Zimmer, PhD

PATRON
$100-$249

Judi Ann & Richard Albrecht
Gloria Alt
Francine Anderson
Gary & Ann Marie Anderson
Dorea Arguelles
Father Michael Arms
David Asper
Ruth & Dale Bachman
Gerald & Deborah Bandholz
Richard & Marilyn Bandholz
Geraldine Bares
Gregory Barnholdt
John Belair
Beth & Tim Bellon
Caryn & Brian Benish
Mary Bettenburg
John Bins &
Kathleen Rose Griffin-Bins
Gary Black
Margaret Blenkush
Henry & Julie Blissenbach
Louise Blissenbach Stemp &
David Stemp
Thomas Blissenbach
Julius Bonello
Marjorie Boyd
Paul Budziszewski
Mark & Mary Kay Capecchi
Barb Carlier
James Casey & Jennifer Tustian
Suzanne Clarke &
George Derringer
Steve Commers
Tim Commers
Billie Conlon
Frances Cook
Janice Cooper Spear
Sandra Cosgrove
Julie Costello-Garcia
Mary Crandall
Julie & Doug Craven
Carol & Brian DeBlieck
Dale & Judith DeBlieck
Susan Deleo
Shawn & Kim Doyle
Kelley Draeger
Renee Dubs Ellena &
Andrew Ellena
ECMC (Educational Credit
Management Corporation)
Mary Jo Eichler
John & Gail Einhorn
Jennica & Michael Elliott
Joy Engberg
Martin Fennessy
Jo Ann & William Filler
Leesa Fitzgerald
Aaron Franta
Serenity Fronczak
Thomas & Janan Gainor
Paul Galles

Joan & Eugene

Gennaro
Cathy Goaley
Kathleen Gobeli
Joan Goggins
Amy &

Peter Grayson
Steven Grundei
Terry Grundtner
James Guldan
Joel &

Mary Guscetti
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
Paul Haggerty
Richard Halvorson
Patricia Hara
Carol Harding
Eric & Katie Hartz
Mary & Lyth Hartz
Juliana Hernandez-Friske
Andrea Hinding & David Holst
Joseph Hinze
D. Keith Horst
Suzette Houle
Mick Huntress
Kathleen Igo
June Irwin
Randy & Judy Jenniges
Susan Jensen
Richard Jeub
Jacqueline Jod| &

Coleman Andrews
Greg & Sally Jones
Walter Jost & Ellie Brenny
Sharon Joswiak
Karen & Patrick Kachel
Father Dennis Kampa
Christine Kantor
Margaret Kelsch
Lynn & Douglas Kennedy
D. Thomas & Ruth King
Richard & Ann Klein
Margaret Ann & Thomas Klein
Kenneth Kosel
Richard Kouri
Barbara & David Kraker
Michael & Ellen Kuenster
Wendy & Gregory Kuntz
Cecelia Lamb
Joe & Editht Lamers
Bernard & Colleen Lancette
John Lang
Nick & Mary Lasovich
Rose & Michael Lehmann
Mary Leibl
Michaela & Leonard Leitner
Patricia Leseman
Mark Lustig
Mary Ellen Malonet
Joan Mandel
Joan McCarthy
Larry McGough
Charles &

Maydelle Messerschmidt
Kathleen Meyers
Mary Millerbernd
Dennis & Tamara Mitchell

Marjorie Mohs-Harrison &

Harry Harrison
Tiffany & Daniel Monita
Michelle H. Mooney
Daniel & Sheryl Moran
Mary Morelli
Michele & Wilson Moy
Jim & Barbara Mulrooney
William & Michelle Muske
Janet & Michael Nelson
Jeanne & Tom Nordman
Maureen O’Connor
Brigid O'Malley
Theresa O'Neal
Beatrice & John O'Neill
Mary K. Orme
Randy Palm &

Christine Savard Palm
Annette & Willliam Patient
Lorelei & Todd Peterson
Rebecca Peterson
Sheryl Peterson
Loretta Pietruszewski
Margarita Probst
Tim & Jane Quinlan
Anna Quinn
Rich Rakness
Mark & Connie Reding
Ann & Mark Reidell
Stephen & Angela Richardson
Nancy Ring Grausam
John & Marilyn Ringold
Mary Ann & James Roeller
Julie Rollheiser
Ralph & Jacqueline Roubal
Vicki & Dennis Rowe
Kay & Jim Russell
Robert & Michaelene Samec
Paula & Tom Sanchez
Lupe Santos
Georgianna Saumweber
Timothy & Catherine Scallen
Christopher & Cathy Schletty
Dave & Lori Schmeling
Ellen Schneider
Douglas & Florence Schueller
Pat & Wayne Schultz
Corinne & Tom Schuster
Bill & Jane Schwartz
Sandy Shandorf
Joan & David Smith

— Continued on page 8
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PATRON ($100-$249),
continued

John H. Sperl, Jr.

Mary Kay Sprangers

St. Matthew’s Rosary Society
Sheila & Steven Stai

David & Ellen Stefaniak
John & Anne Stevens
Robert Stickler, Jr.

Mary Ellen & Richard Storms
Elizabeth & Robert Stoven
Patricia Strub

Tom Swain

Rudy Thell

Karin Tomervik

Dwaine & Janet Troje
Diane Valen

Anthony & Diane Vasquez
Jesse & Mary Lynn Vasquez
Paul Vierling

Tom & Mary Ann Vogel
Michael Votel

Barbara & Timothy Walior
Bill & Karen Walter
Bernadette Walter

Kelly & Daniel Wicker

Toni Bloechl Wilburn
Anthony & Christine Wilfahrt
Kenneth Wilhelm

Diane Wineman

Mark Wingerd

Carol & Jim Yannarelly
Lynnette Youness Hamid
Kathleen Zweber

SUPPORTER
UP TO $99

James Absey

Marilyn Andert
Margaret Arnold

Julia Arons

Victoria Baker

Jerry & Susan Bartho
Kristine & Peter Bauer
Patricia & Daniel Blaskowski
Paul Blissenbach
Darline Bohrer

Marie Boland

Louise & Gerald Breidel

Corinne Brengman
Mary Claire Brengman
Nancy Brunzel
Debra Burgy Hendrickson &
Dennis Hendrickson
Mary Gail Burns
Teri & Brendan Cain
Cheryl Campbell
Raymond & Mary Ann Campbell
Stephanie Caro
Martin Casalenda
Mary & Patrick Coyle
James & Judith Cunningham
Craig David
Teresa DeMore
Robert & Judy DeNardo
James Devlin
Mary Lou & Jerry DeZelar
Jay & Lisa Dockter
Brian & Bridget Downey
Sandy Egginger
Glen Elliott
Sandra Elliott
Peter Exley, Jr.
Theresa GanglGhassemlouei
Melissa Gatten
Judith Gay
Donis Giefer
Donna Mae Gieske
Peter & Linda Glewwe
James & Rochelle Glowaski
Ann & Thomas Godfrey
Scott & Kathy Goldenstein
Todd & Julie Grieger
Jeannette Guldan
Nancy Halvorson
John Helsper
Judith & Rex Henderson Ttee
Mark & Beth Herzfeld
Phillip Holm &
Kathleen Mulrooney
Molly Hottinger
Jodell Husnik Smith &
Don Smith
Steve Jenkins
Betty & George Jod|
Kathleen Jod| &
Michael Scavnicky
Mary Jod|
Ronald & Amanda Jordan
Robert Joseph
Charlotte & Roger Josephson
Christine Kaess
Mary Kaliszewski
Chuck & Rose Karas
‘ Mary Jo Kelly
Mark & Gina Kempe
Kathleen Kennedy
Mary & Bernard Klein
Patrick &
Kimberly Koehnen
Elizabeth &
Andre L'Heureux
Catherine Labarre
Mary Frances Lammers
Suzanne Lee
Tim Lenartz
Susan & Mark Lendeman

Patricia & Thomas Lewis

Mary Lotzer

Stella Lundquist

Carmella Maher

Wanda Mahnke

Thomas Maloney

Charlene McEvoy

Margaret McKane

Crystal & Gavin Medina

Marge Milner

Florence Monsour

Gregory & Kathy Moore

Jim & Mary Beth Morelli

Fran Mudek

Jim & Therese Mugge

Margaret & Timothy Murphy

Marcella Navarro

Odile Nepstad

Lynn Norby

Eileen Nortont

Mary Beth O'Brien

Mary O’Brien

Julie O’'Donnell

Jeff & Kristy Oberpriller

Patrick Oster

Geraldine Padellford

Theodore Page

Samuel Patet

David & Sherrill Patnode

Sarah Pavek

Tom Quinlan

Ralph & Mel Raasch

Virginia & Daniel Radant

Beverly Rauscher

DelFina & James Reynolds

Janis Ritter

Georgia Robertson-Kessel &
Dave Kessel

Mary Rogerst

Janelle Rohr

Barbara & Miguel Romero

Anthony & Dian Roszak

William & Rita Roubik

Barbara Ruberto

Mary & David Rust

James Scanlan

Ron Schaaf

Robert Schaal

Margaret & Bradley Schafer

Doris Schillinger

Nancy Schneider

Kathleen Schneider

Kathy & Al Schowalter

Richard & Cindy Schreiber

Susan & Casey Scott

Mike Seubert

Kathy Sexton

Dixie Shafer & Jerald Dosch

Michael Shearen

John Sipe

Mary Kathleen Sitzmann

Kevin Smith

Joanne Smith

Lawrence Smith

Elizabeth Snyder

Sharon Solfest

Mooreen & David Sonday

Barbara & Richard Squire

Patricia & Tim Staack
Mary Jo Steffes

Thomas Stehr

George & Diana Sticha
Roger & Susie Stiff

Mary Stogsdill

Mary Strafelda

Ann Sullivan

Elizabeth Swanson

Mark Tackaberry

Mark Todd

Jane Travers Render
Dorothy Turcotte-Tait
Carol & Dick Vasatka
Francisca & Greg Vega Taylor
Laura Volness

Dorice & John Weegman
Nick Yannarelly

Tributes In Honor Of/
In Memory Of

IN HONOR OF
Father Steve Adrian
Julia Barnholdt
Sister Anne Becker
John & Kathy Bins
Corinne Brengman
The Dalzell family
Maggie Lee, Rich Dunn & family
The Gutzmann family
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
Katie Hartz
The Irlbeck children
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Emily Kessel-Qureshi &
Diana Kessel
Bridget Kramer
Paul Loder
The Luckjohn family
Bernard Muske
School Sisters of Notre Dame
St. Matthew’s grads
St. Michael School Class of 1973
The Helen & Jay Stevens family
Charles & Ellen Warren
James Wicker
Nick Yannarelly
The Zweber family

IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Absey
Michael Adrian
Yvonne Allie &

Suzie Bandholz Leavitt
Hildegarde & Tom Armstrong
Jack & Dorothy Bade
Florence Bandholz
Harold & May Belair
Kathleen Ann Robinette Benoe
Gordon & Mary Ellen Berg
Debi Witt Black
Bob Blaeser
The Blissenbach & Raymond

families
Jacqueline Blissenbach
Mark Blissenbach
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Debra Witt Block

George L. Bohrer

Gloria Braun

William Brengman

Muriel Budziszewski

Carolyn Anderson Charmoli

Fred Commers

Josephine Cooper

Sister St. Luke Copeland

Barry Cosgrove

Frances & Gertrude Cosgrove

Hugh Cosgrove

Thomas Costello

Thomas Cullen

School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sister Patricia DeBlieck

Brian Dufour

Laurie Tackaberry Footh

John Frank

Tom Frank

Joe & Carol Gabriel &
John Gabriel

Bill & Cel Rindfleisch and
Bill & Julia Gale

George & Yvonne Gangl|

Ken Goers

Carol Grundei

Joseph & Maria Van Guilder

Margaret Haggerty

John & Elvira Hanson

Louise Heinrich

Antonia Hernandez

Steve & Marlene Hrdlicka

Ellen Huntress

Warren & Minnie Huntress

Leona Jenniges

Jane Jordan

Tom Kaliszewski

Ben King

Aileen Koenen

Henry Koenen

Sharon Ferber Koran

Mary Ann Kosel

Mary Kaye Kramer

Betty & George Kronschnabel

George Lang

Clare Lesch

Mary Maher

Ernie Maier

Nancy White Maloney

Ray Marschall

John & Clara Maslow

Paul & Barbara Maslow
Mary Lou Kolles Mclnnis
Tom McKeown

Gary Messerich

Frank & Regina Minea
Father Raymond Monsour
Helen Mooney

Doug & Carol Nehring
Betty Nelson

Lisa Norton

Father John O'Neill
Gerald Pahl

Anthony D. Palumbo
Robert & Edel Ruth Pavlak
Carl & Delima Petschauer
Jerome Pietruszewski
Charles & Joyce Poechmann
George Rhode

Mary A. Riehle

Francie Riehm

Herbert & Leonora Roeller
Mike Russell

Pat Salisbury

Joseph Savard

Martin & Mary Schadegg
Marion Schaps

Arlene Scheibel

Jack Schneider

John & Claudia Scott
Shirley Seubert

Jerry & Marilyn Sexton
Jim Sexton

Louis & Inez Sitzmann
School Sisters of Notre Dame
Sister Loretta Simon, SSND
Jean Marie St. Martin
Robert & Jeanne Stadt
Agnes Stefaniak

Bernie Taft

Mary Topritzhofer

Jean Troje

Jesse & Mary Vasquez
Diane K. Volkenant

Hank & Pat Votel

THANK YOU FOR MEMORIAL GIFTS

We want to express our gratitude for the many memorial donations we received this past year. Here are
some of the individuals who listed Community of Saints as an option for memorial gifts. We thank their
families and everyone who gave in their memory.

Jacqueline
Blissenbacht

T Deceased
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Edith Lamerst

Tom McKeownt

Leonard & Catherine Weegman
Amanda Weyer

Other Contributions

Throughout the year

we receive additional
contributions in the form

of restricted and unrestricted
gifts and grants for a wide
range of needs. Thank you

to the following individuals,
companies, parishes,
organizations, and foundations,
for supporting our students.

Susan & Tony Alleva
Rebecca Altendorf
Anonymous

Assumption Parish

Edward Benoe

Jolynn Blaeser

Catherine & James Blaha
Dan & Karen Boden

John Boncich

Debra Burgy Hendrickson &

Dennis Hendrickson
Vivian Byers School

Endowment
John &

Kate Capistrant
Catholic Community Foundation
Catholic Schools Center of

Excellence
Teresa Cismowski
Gregory &

Cheryl Cosgrove
Mary Cullen McKeown
Helen Dahlman
Craig David
Elizabeth French
Serenity Fronczak
Cathy & Steve Garvey
George and Mary Kremer

Foundation
Mary Grady
Amy & Peter Grayson
Jody Grote

Marilyn Sextont

Mark & llze Hager
Diane & Frank Hanzal
Mary & Ken Herriges
David Hottinger &
Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Julie Johnson
Robert Joseph
Jason & Lisa Kalkes
Patricia & Eugene Karels
Julie Karels-Treinen
D. Thomas & Ruth King
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Bridget Kramer
Jim Kramer
Julie Kuzj
Carlo LaManna
Maggie Lee & Rich Dunn
Joan McCarthy
Teresa & Stephen McCurdy
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Teresa McEllistrem Menart
Doug & Sandy Milroy
Katie Miskowic
Joel & Meghan Moore
Jessica Morales
John & Cynthia O’Halloran
Janet & Ronald Odalen
Sheryl Peterson
Nancy Poechmann
Rich Rakness
Dawn Reding & Steve Gergen
Mark & Connie Reding
Kenneth & Judy Rouse
Mike & Carol Schneider
Michael Smeby
Thomas Smith &
Catalina Adamez-Smith
St. Matthew's Parish
South Robert Street Business
Association
Steven & Julie Stremski
Thomas Stremski
Bradley & Beth Tressell & family
Martin Warren
Carol & Jim Yannarelly
Kristin & Dan Yentes
Maureen & Rose Youness
Angela Youness

Mary Topritzhofert
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Loyalty Circle

Our Loyalty Circle honors individuals and families who make a lasting impact on our students and school. Their generosity is critical
to our mission of educating all families who desire a Catholic education for their children in this region. Membership in our Loyalty
Circle is based on a history of annual giving, significant financial support, or inclusion of Community of Saints in estate plans.

Father Steve Adrian

Susan & Tony Alleva

Gloria Alt

Francine Anderson

Lisa & Richard Anderson
Steven & Nancy Bade
Victoria Baker

Jim & Arlene Barnhart

Beth & Tim Bellon

Geraldt & Shirley Bergum
Catherine & James Blaha
Patricia Blaskie

Patricia & Daniel Blaskowski
Alice Bobickt

Theresa Bock

Denise & Jim Bohrer

Mary Sue Brass

Corinne & Williamt Brengman
Jim & Mary Ann Brewer
Audrey Bruckert

Nancy Brunzel

Vivian Byerst

James Casey & Jennifer Tustian
Stephen & Ellen Casey

Pat & Richard Clemen
Clement & Molly Commers
Fred & Molly Commerst
Frances Cook

Jacqueline & Hught Cosgrove
Hugh & Melissa Cullen

Joe & Doreen Cullen

John P. Curran

Timothy Dalzell

Jo Ann Danmeier

Janeice Ann Delislet

Mark & Angela DelVecchio

Shawn & Kim Doyle

Thomas J. Doylet

Joanne Dufour

Carole & Lawrence Engelmann

Jack Ferber

Mary Jane Ferber &
Carolyn Jones

Roy & JoAnn Ferber

Bill & Bonita Frels

Elizabeth French

Father Frank Fried

Jean Froehle

Beth & Jerry Geis

Joan & Eugene Gennaro

Teddy & Jimt Gesell

Esther & Donald Giesel

Kathleen Gobeli

Joan Goggins

Mary Grady

Nancy Ring Grausam

Amy & Peter Grayson

James Guldan

Mary Ellen Gutzmann

John & Shirley Haney

Patricia Hara

Dorothy & Jerry Hawkins

Tom Heinen & Tami Phillippi

Mary & Ken Herriges

Joseph Hinze

Robert Hinze

MEET THE ANDERSONS

Looking for Preschool and Finding a Community

Patricia Holmes
Anita & George Hottinger
David Hottinger &

Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Susan Jensen
Lynne Johnson
Robert Joseph
Thomas Kabesh
Karen & Patrick Kachel
Patricia Karels
Thomas & Ruth King
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Richard & Ann Klein
Judith Knabe
Jim Korman
Mary Ann Koselt
Mike Kosel
Bridget Kramer
Jim & Mary Kayet Kramer
Jimt & Jan Kunz
Julie Kuzj
Janet Lackner
Carlo & Virginiat LaManna
Bernie & Colleen Lancette
George & Carol Langt
Maggie Lee & Richard Dunn
Mary Leibl
Doug & Krissy Lieser
Stella Lundquist
Carmella Maher
Williamt & Patricia Mahoney
Nancy & Tom Maloney

Joseph Mansur
Donna & Peter McCarthy
Teresa & Stephen McCurdy
David McDonald
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Larry McGough
Steve & Anita McKeown
Tom McKeownt &

Mary Cullen McKeown
Eileen McMahon &

Steve Karbon
Anne Cullen Miller & Mark Miller
Doug & Sandy Milroy
Michelle H. Mooney
Jessica Morales
Lee & Juditht Morhar
Fran Mudek
Dotty & Peter Murk
Ann Myran
Barbara Neff
Eileen Nortont
Elizabeth & Timothy Nowak
John & Cynthia O'Halloran
Tom & Mary O'Neill
Janet & Ronald Odalen
Mary Ann & Raymond Ogden
Mary K. Orme
Pat & Tony Palmert
Phil & Connie Paquette
Annette & William Patient
Loretta Pietruszewski
Nancy Poechmann
Margaret Pohlt

Michelle Youness and her husband, Louis Anderson,
began looking for a preschool for their oldest child the
same year Community of Saints (COS) opened. Michelle,
her sisters, her father and his siblings, all graduated
from St. Michael School, so the idea of sending her
three-year-old to COS was appealing. “I had such warm
memories of being at St. Mike's,” Michelle said. "I loved
being back in the same building.”

leverages her experience in the construction industry as a
member of the school’s facilities committee. “Getting new
playground equipment was my first big volunteer project,”
said Michelle, who also helped get bids for the new roof
and coordinated the sidewalk replacement along Haskell.

At the time, Michelle and Louis were both working
while raising four children ages three and under,
including newborn twins. Michelle decided to quit
her 9 to 5 job and began working from home in the
family’s construction business. “I thought it would be
temporary,” she said. “But it worked out really well
and gave me so much flexibility with the kids. I've
been doing it for 12 years now.”

The flexibility allowed Michelle to get involved at
COS, where she is a frequent volunteer. She also




Margarita Probst

Tom Quinlan

Paul & Tesa Ramos

Sandra & Thomas Reding
Margaret & Jamest Reed
John Riehle

Bill & Angie Rindfleisch
Mary Ann & James Roeller
Janelle Rohr

Pat & Tom Rolewicz

Tom Rolewicz, Jr.

Julie Rollheiser

Paul & Mary Ann Roscoe
Anthony & Dian Roszak
Ralph & Jacqueline Roubal
Barbara Ruberto

Rita Ryan

Josette Salaht
Georgianna Saumweber
Marie Scanlant

Daniel & Rosemary Schadegg

Christopher Schletty
Mike & Carol Schneider
Brittany & Andrew Schou
Carol Schreiner

Pat & Wayne Schultz
Corinne & Tom Schuster
Dixie Shafer & Jerald Dosch
Linda Sellars

Marilyn & Jerry Sextont
Linda Sill

Eugene Sitzmannt

Tony Sitzmann

Tom Smith &

Catalina Adamez-Smith

Georgene Sorenson

Janice Spear

Sheila & Steven Stai

Russ Sudeitht

Barbara Tinucci

Mary Pat Topritzhofer

Dwaine & Janet Troje

Dorothy Turcotte-Tait

David & Diane Ubl

Nicholas & llene Undis

Judith Ann Valerius

Michael Vasterling

Bob & Barbara Verstraete

Char & Jack Vitelli

Allen & Dianet Volkenant

Lynn Volkenant

Dick Votel

Terry Votel

Patrick M. Waldera

Mary Walsh

Bill & Karen Walter

Argerie Diaz-White &
Robertt White

Jim Wicker

Toni Bloechl Wilburn

Peter Willemst

Diane Wineman

Marian Wolters

T Deceased

"The property is very special to me, so | want to do what
I can to help.”

Michelle also began attending school Masses when
she could, which led to the Andersons becoming more
active at St. Matthew's. “I have such admiration for
Father Steve and his service to the community.”

With her twins now in 7th grade, Michelle knows her
days as a COS school parent are numbered. “It's sad to
think about the day my kids won’t be there anymore,”
she admits. But she plans to keep supporting the school.
“"The mission at COS gets to the most important part of
what a Catholic school should be. We don’t turn anybody
away, and that definitely speaks to me.”

Anderson family (left to right): Max, Elayna ‘24, parents,
Louis & Michelle ‘95, Sam, and Leo ‘23. Max and Sam
are 7th graders at COS.

Celebrate a Loved One
With a Gigt in Theire Name

This Christmas, give a gift in honor or

in memory of someone in your life. One
hundred percent of your donation goes
to support tuition assistance for students
at Community of Saints.

Use the enclosed envelope or mail
your gift to:
Alums & Friends & Families
Community of Saints
335 Hurley St. E.
West St. Paul, MN 55118

Make checks payable to A&F&F.

You can also give online by visiting
www.communityofsaints.org/ways-
to-give

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT!

All gifts made by December 31, 2024,
WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR-FOR-

DOLLAR up to $10,000. This matching
grant is made possible thanks to the
generous support of John Riehle '57.
Call Natalie Hartung, Advancementg
Director, at 651-457-2510 for

more information. %

Your contributions are A\

tax deductible. > 58
.

b
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COMMUNITY OF SAINTS
REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
335 Hurley St. E.

West St. Paul, MN 55118-1605

The Good News is published
quarterly by

Alums
Friends
y Families

Editor: Maggie Lee

COS Principal: Bridget Kramer
Email: BKramer@communityofsaints.org

Advancement: Natalie Hartung
Email: NHartung@communityofsaints.org

COS Phone: 651-457-2510

Web: www.communityofsaints.org

Please Join Us for

A MASS TO CELEBRATE
YOUR GENEROSITY

Thursday, December 12 | 9:00 a.m.
Community of Saints

You are welcome to join us in person for
a school Mass to honor the generous
support of A&F&F donors. Father Paul

Treacy will preside. Following Massayou W
can tour the school, enjo eshments, » .
and meet our middle sch uden B
. !
;f‘

ac Garcia ‘20
will ac dents and
visito lass. As a
6th gra udent at COS,
Isaac founded Isaac’s
Blessing Bags, a ministry
to serve homeless people.
Isaac, who is now a r
freshman at the University
of St. Thomas, continues
to grow his ministry.

-
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