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FROM ALUMS&FRIENDS&FAMILIES

Fall/Winter 2023

Providing tuition assistance to students at Community of Saints Regional Catholic School

On a sunny October afternoon, students from  
Saint Thomas Academy (STA) helped Community 
of Saints (COS) kick off the school’s annual 

Marathon Fundraiser. The Cadets, all seniors in Campus 
Ministry, donned tee-shirts, brought snacks, and led COS 
students in a raucous rotation of field games, including 
World Cup Soccer, Freeze Tag, and Simon Says. 

It was the first of three visits Campus Ministry 
students plan for the year. In January, they will help COS 
students write letters thanking someone important in their 
lives, and during Lent they will lead COS students in 

Saint Thomas Academy Partners with COS
STA Campus Ministry Class Makes Connections to Share Faith

Stations of the Cross. “This first visit was about – how 
can I connect with these kids?” explained STA senior, 
Chihuu Nguyen. “I want to be the guy they look at as a 
friend the next time we come.”

It’s the second year Campus Ministry teacher, Joel 
Loecken, has partnered with COS and reflects his desire 
to give students a broader experience of the world 
around them while creating a variety of opportunities for 
them to enrich and share their faith. “We do some social 
justice work, we lead a retreat for middle school students, 
we help organizations with fundraising,” said Loecken. 

Saint Thomas 
Academy Campus 
Ministry students 
helped COS kick off 
their Marathon 
Fundraiser with field 
games. It’s part of  
an effort to mentor 
and inspire younger 
students to embrace 
their faith. 



Dear Alums, Friends, and Families of COS,

I want to recognize three people who have been indispensable to our efforts to provide an 
education for each and every family and student who comes to us.

DOUG LIESER

Beginning in 1999 and for 24 years Doug has been at the center  
of St. Matthew’s School and then Community of Saints. He was a 
middle school teacher and Principal at St. Matthew’s. Then when 
the regional school was created, Doug was Co-Principal for the 
first year and later Development and Advancement Director. I am 
proud that for 24 years Doug and I were able to share ministry. 
Doug has accepted another position in educational development, 
but we are pleased to announce that he has agreed to serve on the  
school board for Community of Saints.

MARILYN SEXTON
February 16, 1932 — September 15, 2023

Marilyn and her husband Jerry were part of the Alums and Friends effort from the very beginning. 
Indeed, Jerry is the 1944 St. Matthew’s alum who challenged me and us to get alums involved. 
Marilyn and Jerry were a remarkable couple. Marilyn was an only child and she and Jerry raised 
eight bright, active, and at times mischievous children. She and Jerry were part of the executive 
team of National Marriage Encounter. They traveled and met with people from 54 other countries  
in an effort to strengthen marriage and families. Catholic education is a partner to families in 
forming strong faith-filled children.

TOM McKEOWN
May 11, 1929 — September 26, 2023

Tom and Mary Cullen McKeown have been strong supporters of Catholic education, especially 
Community of Saints School. They were both widowed early in life; and they celebrated 39 years  
of married life together. Mary’s five children all went to St. Matthew’s. 

Tom was a “John the Baptist” for COS. He encouraged his friends and associates to support COS. 
One of the most important accomplishments of Tom and Mary was that they were able to instill in 
their children and grandchildren the spirit of philanthropy. Their generosity continues in the 
McKeown/Cullen family. 

I am so grateful to Doug, Marilyn, and Tom who each brought different strengths to the work of building Catholic education.  
It is equally important to acknowledge and thank their families. To have known and worked with each of them has been for 
me an occasion of grace.

And I thank each and every one of you, who by efforts and financial support, make COS strong and vital. Remember, COS is 
your school; without you it would be impossible.

Father Steve Adrian
Canonical Administrator of COS
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FEATURE  story

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT!
All gifts will be matched dollar for dollar, up to $10,000, 
through December 31, 2023. This matching grant is 
made possible thanks to the generous support of  
John Riehle ’57. If you have questions about donating, 
call Principal Bridget Kramer at 651-457-2510 for more 
information.

Please use the enclosed envelope or donate online at 

www.communityofsaints.org/give.

PHOTO BY JEANNINE OF BLOCK PORTRAIT STUDIOS
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FEATUREstory
Saint Thomas Academy Partners with COS, continued from page 1

“At Community of Saints, the purpose is to mentor and 
inspire younger kids to look up to a person of faith and 
think, ‘I want to be like them,’” said Loecken.

Learning to Be Role Models
Before leading COS students in field games, STA 

visitors headed to their assigned classrooms to meet the 
students. Cadet Robbie Wollan listened while first 
graders told him what they’d like to do when they  
grow up. “One of them said a fashion designer, one  
said a doctor, one said a banker,” said Robbie, who  
was impressed at the range of ideas. 

Robbie shared his own dream to work at the United 
Nations someday, and after explaining what the United 
Nations does, a student who had wanted to be a senator, 
decided he’d like to work at the UN, too. “I told him 
that’s awesome,” said Robbie. “I’m the youngest in my 
family but at COS I get to take the role of an older 
brother, so they’re teaching me a lot about how to be  
the kind of role model I used to look up to. In Campus 
Ministry we talked about switching classes next time  
and I said, ‘Absolutely not!’ I want to stay with these  
first graders — they’re the best.”

Service Broadens Experience
Like his classmates, Charlie Bagley joined Campus 

Ministry to deepen his faith and share it with others, but 
he recognizes that when he’s out serving the community, 
the lessons go both ways. “As students at  
Saint Thomas, we can get preoccupied 
with our own school activities and may 
not really notice what’s going on 
around us all the time,” Charlie said. 

One of the lessons Charlie 
learned, “I’m not as good at soccer as 
I thought,” he laughed. He became 
more reflective when he talked about a 

COS student he teamed up with for a round of World 
Cup soccer. “He was lighting it up,” said Charlie, “I told 
him, ‘You’re really good, do you play for a team?’ And  
he told me he can’t play on any teams because his dad 
works a lot. That kind of stuck with me. Getting to play 
sports, being able to see your parents a lot, those are 
things we can take for granted.” 

“I Haven’t Seen a School This Respectful” 
Before enrolling at STA, Chihuu often attended 

summer programs in St. Paul where his mom taught 
public school; the experience shaped his expectations 

for COS. “Usually there’s at least one kid 
who’s always trying to disrupt the class,”  
he said. “But the class I had was extremely 
kind to each other. They respected each  
other when they were talking, and they 
respected me when I was talking.” 

Chihuu’s observation was shared by 
many of his classmates during an evaluation 

meeting held the following week. “I’ve had 
experience with service in elementary schools, 

but I haven’t seen a school this respectful,” reported 
Robbie, who went on to credit the teachers. “These 
teachers always had smiles on their faces and participated 
in everything. The students were so bought in because the 
teachers were.”

Mr. Loecken knows his faith-in-action approach to 
Campus Ministry means he can’t guarantee every activity 
will be a success, and he expected some of his students 
would find working with younger kids to be a major 
challenge. He also believes it’s the right approach for his 
class of achievers. “There are some things you can’t  
coach — you’ve got to do it.”

Saint Thomas Academy Campus Ministry encourages 
students to actively embrace prayer, reflection, and 
service. Each year they collaborate with local nonprofits 
to serve those who live on the margins of society. 
Pictured L to R: Robbie Wollan, Michael Stavseth,  
Will Barth, and Isaac Wagner.

STA Cadet Davon Figueroa  
spent time getting to know  
the kindergarteners.

“There are some 
things you can’t 

coach — you’ve got 
to do it.”

STA CAMPUS MINISTRY 
TEACHER, JOEL LOECKEN
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SCHOOLnews

New Phonics Curriculum 
COS has new phonics curriculums for grades K-2, multi-lingual 
learners, and Title I students. The research-based curriculum 
allows for different learning styles and variations in how much 
instruction time each student needs to become a fluent reader. 
The stories and visuals mirror the diversity of COS students, and 
the curriculum provides weekly assessments so teachers can easily 
track student progress. For the first year, the curriculum will be 
used in third grade to fill in potential gaps and tee students up for 
success in grades 4-8.

Be Kind. 
Be Strong. 
Be Well.
COS is implementing Character Strong,  
a program that guides students towards 
becoming positive members of the 
community. After morning prayer and  
before classes begin, teachers lead 
discussions about concrete ways to  
promote positive social interactions.  
It’s part of the Catholic school commitment 
to educate the whole child and help make 
our communities welcoming places. 

Character Strong coaches 
students on how to use 
social media for positive 
engagements.

What’s New This Year!

Weekly challenges include 
activities to promote 
civility, like holding a door 
for someone, or meeting 
and getting to know 
someone new.

Practicing Mindfulness  
Through Art
A new after-school program for middle 
school students mixes art with mindfulness. 
Students learn how self-expression can  
be used to manage stress and anxiety, 
while also increasing compassion  
for themselves and others. 

206
K-8 ENROLLMENT

48
PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT

COS has maintained steady 
enrollment with waiting lists for 

preschool and first grade. 
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ALEX GERGEN, THIRD GRADE TEACHER
“When you walk through the halls at COS, it’s 
heartwarming to see students of all ages interacting — 
giving high fives, sharing hugs, and helping each other out. 
The incredible support from the administration also stands 
out. Admin truly cares about teachers’ well-being and  
does everything they can to support us. Professional 
development opportunities at COS are amazing and play a 
significant role in teacher retention, including partnerships 
with The Achievement Network and the University of Notre 
Dame’s Higher Powered Learning. Another plus is our 
association with the Murray Institute at the University of  
St. Thomas, which funds Catholic school teachers pursuing 
a master’s degree. I began my graduate program last May 
and have already grown so much as a teacher.”

NATALIE HARTUNG, FIFTH GRADE TEACHER
“I was one of the teachers who went to the University of 
Notre Dame to learn about implementing STEM. At other 
schools, teachers in my position got pushback from their 
admin and colleagues — but not here. We had support.  
You can tell we are all working toward a common goal and 
recognize that we can’t reach it alone. Educators are often 
burdened with a heavy workload, and at COS, school 
leaders are mindful of what is brought to teachers’ plates. 
The professional development here is student-focused  
and always addresses the question ‘What can we do to  
be better for our students?’”

NICK YANNARELLY, MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEACHER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
“COS is a genuine and authentic community. From 
Bridget and Father Steve as leaders, to our families  
and students, it feels like one big family. I can go to  
any colleague and talk to them about an issue I have 
professionally or personally — we are here to support 
each other. You can do the math and figure out where to 
get paid more at a different school, but it would leave a 
void that would be hard to fill.” 

COS Retains Staff Despite Historic Teacher Shortage
At Community of Saints, every teacher chose to stay for the 2023-24 school year, with the exception of the part-time 
physical education teacher who left to pursue his dream job as a high school athletic director. At a time when teachers 
have so many choices, it’s an impressive accomplishment. We wanted to know what keeps teachers at COS — so we 
went to the source. 

COS a Tier 1 Drexel Mission School
One of Six in Archdiocese

Community of Saints has recently been identified as a Tier 1 Drexel 
Mission School by the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. To 
qualify, a school must serve a minimum of 60% students of color, have 
60% of students who qualify for Free/Reduced Lunch, and enroll a 
minimum of 100 students. 

COS is one of only six schools in the Archdiocese to meet those 
requirements. The Drexel Mission School initiative recognizes that 
Catholic elementary schools serving low-income families and students 
of color must confront a dual challenge — the schools have limited 
ability to generate revenue from tuition while shouldering the extra 
costs of providing additional services crucial to students’ success. 

Pictured L to R: Natalie Hartung, fifth grade teacher; 
Nick Yannarelly, middle school social studies teacher and 
assistant principal; and Alex Gergen, third grade teacher.

89%
STUDENTS OF COLOR

68%
QUALIFY FOR FREE  

OR REDUCED LUNCH

42%
MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS
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A&F&F Donations Fulfill the Promise 
Tuition Assistance Makes Catholic Education Accessible
997 Donations Totaling $439,625 

Over 90% of students at Community of Saints (COS) receive tuition assistance. Their ability to receive a Catholic education 
is the direct result of your generosity. Your contributions make it possible for us to fulfill a crucial promise — that no child in 
our community will be denied access to a high-quality, Catholic education just because their family cannot afford tuition. 
COS board member Phil Boelter said tuition assistance support from A&F&F is the single biggest factor in the success of 
Community of Saints. Given how much is riding on the outcome, he added that we can’t afford to take our foot off the gas. 
It’s a good reminder that together we provide something every child deserves — an excellent education in a faith-based, 
loving, and safe environment. This is your school — it exists because of you. Thank you for your support.

Donations listed were received between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023.

PILLAR  
$15,000+

Hugh & Melissa Cullen
John Curran
Roy & JoAnn Ferber
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Tom McKeown† &  

Mary Cullen McKeown 
John & Cynthia O’Halloran

PACESETTER  
$10,000–$14,999

Lisa & Richard Anderson
Bill & Bonita Frels
Jim & Jan Kunz
Carlo LaManna
John Riehle

LEADER  
$5,000–$9,999

Susan & Tony Alleva
Anonymous
James & Arlene Barnhart
Boss Foundation
Steve Commers
Mary & Ken Herriges
Kent Family Charitable Trust
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Tom & Mary Gerry Lee
Slaggie Family Foundation
Nicholas & Ilene Undis

EDUCATOR  
$2,500–$4,999

Father Steve Adrian
Catherine & James Blaha
Frank Brewer
Norbert & Mary Ellen Conzemius
Mary Kay & Michael Cooney
Jacqueline Cosgrove
Joseph & Doreen Cullen
Anne Cullen Miller & Mark Miller
Beth & Jerome Geis
David Hodgson

Deb & Jack Katzmark
Diane Madden
Joseph Mansur
Emily O’Halloran
Michael O’Halloran
Thomas E. & Mary O’Neill
Phil & Connie Paquette
David & Cathy Pavlak
Daniel & Rosemary Schadegg
Brittany & Andrew Schou
David & Diane Ubl
Allen Volkenant

SUSTAINER  
$1,000–$2,499

Shirley Bergum
Denise & Jim Bohrer
Patricia & Richard Clemen
Mark & Angela DelVecchio
Shawn & Kim Doyle
Carol & Lawrence Engelmann
Robert & Eileen Fahrenkrug
Jack Ferber
Mary Jane Ferber &  

Carolyn Jones
Elizabeth French
Jean Froehle
Rebecca Goldenstein
Lee & Carolyn Halbur
Diane & Frank Hanzal
Tom Heinen & Tami Phillippi
William & Joyce Herzog
Lynne Johnson
Patricia & Eugene Karels
Ted & Stacy Kronschnabel
George Lang
Peg Lindlof
Patricia Mahoney
Father John Malone
Eileen McMahon &  

Steve Karbon
Frank & Kathy Miley
Vicky & Steve Orme
Patricia Reese
Pat & Tom Rolewicz
Tom Rolewicz, Jr.

Paul Roscoe
Donna Schneider
Linda Sellars
Marilyn Sexton†
Suzanne Snyder
St. Matthew’s Parish
General (Ret.) Joseph &  

Michele Votel 
Mary Walsh
James Wicker
John & Debra Zyla

BUILDER  
$500–$999

Bernard & Norma Alvarez
Anonymous
Steve & Nancy Bade
Roger & Donn Beaubien
Edward Benoe
Mark & Sheri Brengman
Judy & Ralph Brown
Debra Burgy Hendrickson & 

Dennis Hendrickson
Stephen & Ellen Casey
Richard F. Cruz
Joanne Dufour
Father Frank Fried
Kaye Goers
Kathryn Grayson
Mark & Ilze Hager
Anita & George Hottinger
Francis Jacobs
Thomas Kabesh
Patricia Karels
Sue Kueppers
Janet Lackner
Margaret Lee & Richard Dunn
Mary Ellen Malone
Beth Marschall
Donna & Peter McCarthy
David McDonald
Steve & Anita McKeown
Elizabeth & Timothy Nowak
Paul & Tesa Ramos
Dawn Reding & Steve Gergen
Mark & Connie Reding

Pinky Schmid
Mike & Carol Schneider
Sharon & Eldridge Stevson
Steven & Julie Stremski
Barbara Tinucci
Timothy Vasquez
Robert & Barbara Verstraete
Dick Votel
Terry Votel
Father Greg Welch
Joseph & Danielle Wenker
Gary Wilmer
Joseph & Jeanne Wilmes

BENEFACTOR  
$250–$499

Francine Anderson
Gerald Bandholz
Roberta Barger
Dennis & Jerrice Barrett
Pat Barrett & Steve Chlebeck
Toni Bloechl Wilburn
Theresa Bock
Mary Sue Brass
Ellie Breister
Jim & Mary Ann Brewer
Clement & Molly Commers
William Costello
Timothy Dalzell
Jo Ann Danmeier
Barbara Fitzpatrick
LuAnn Ford
Christa & Steven Gangl
Paul Gifford
Amy & Peter Grayson
John & Shirley Haney
Lillian Hang
Mary Ann Hillyer
D. Keith Horst
Lila & Charles Jachim
Mike & Jean Jack
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Leona Jenniges
Jason & Lisa Kalkes
Father Dennis Kampa
D. Thomas & Ruth King

ANNUALreport Alums & Friends & Families 2022–23 Annual Report
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John Lang
Mary Leibl
Geraldine Loder
Josie & Stephen Mike
Irene Mikkalson
Peter Mikkalson
Dennis & Tamara Mitchell
Dotty & Peter Murk
Ann Myran
Frances O’Neill
Mary Ann & Raymond Ogden
Christine Ortega
Randy Palm &  

Christine Savard Palm
Tony Palumbo
Mary Pavlak & Greg Heihn
Tom & Ardys Pertz
Jack & Ann Piepel
Nancy Poechmann
Daniel & Denise Quinlan
Mary Rogers
Carol Ann & James Roubal, Sr.
Mary Jo Santori
Georgianna Saumweber
Deborah Schlick & Brian Miller
Douglas & Florence Schueller
Linda Sill
Thomas Smith &  

Catalina Adamez-Smith
Georgene Sorenson
Thomas Stremski
Michael Thomas
Charleen & John Vitelli
Patrick Waldera &  

Julie Ann Waldera Williams
John & Mary Wren

PATRON  
$100–$249

Mary Adrian
Suzanne Ahern
Gloria Alt
Anonymous
Richard & Marilyn Bandholz
John Belair
Beth & Tim Bellon
Caryn & Brian Benish
Mary Bettenburg
John Bins &  

Kathleen Rose Griffin-Bins
Gary Black
Patricia Blaskie
Margaret Blenkush
Julius Bonello
Corinne Brengman
Nancy Brunzel
Paul Budziszewski
Rosalie & Richard Bush
Armando Camacho
Stephanie Caro
Michelle Cochran
Frances Cook
Mary Crandall
Denise Crawford
Dale & Judith DeBlieck
Duane & Brenda DeBlieck

Argerie Diaz-White
Jane Dowd
Kelley Draeger
Pamela Dyer
Jack Ehrenberg
Kathleen & Michael Eischen
Sandra Elliott
Frank Emanuelson
Joy Engberg
John Ferrian
Edward Flahavan &  

Susan O’Leary
TImothy Flynn
Serenity Fronczak
James Gabriel
Jeff Galatowitsch
Cathy & Steve Garvey
Donis Giefer
Gary & Elisa Gorman
Mary Grady
Jeanne Gravem
Kathy Groettum
Steven Grundei
James Guldan
Jeannette Guldan
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
Paul Haggerty
Richard Halvorson
Patricia Hara
Carol Harding
Mary & Lyth Hartz
Dorothy &  

Jerry Hawkins
Andrea Hinding &  

David Holst
Joseph Hinze
Robert Hinze
Suzette Houle
Mick Huntress
Jeremy & Autumn Irlbeck
Randy & Judy Jenniges
Susan Jensen
Richard Jeub
Greg & Sally Jones
Ronald & Amanda Jordan
Nancy Jorissen
Charlotte & Roger Josephson
Walter Jost & Ellie Brenny
Sharon Joswiak
Karen & Patrick Kachel
Bradley Kahley
Marcelline Kegler
Margaret Kelsch
Lynn & Douglas Kennedy
Margaret Ann & Thomas Klein
Jim Korman
Mike Kosel
Kenneth Kosel
Richard Kouri & Susan Lucio
Bill Kronschnabel &  

Janet Williamson
Cecelia Lamb
Stephanie Langer
Mary Pat Lee & Jim Scheibel
Rose & Michael Lehmann
Michaela & Leonard Leitner
Gordy Lesch

Continued on page 8

ANNUALreport

3RD GRADE SERVICE PROJECT — BOOK DRIVE

In November, third grade students collected 
gently used books and donated them to homeless 
shelters and Children’s Minnesota Hospital.

Patricia Leseman
Stella Lundquist
Mark Lustig
Carmella Maher
Nancy & Thomas Maloney
Mike & Kelly Manning
Denice Marruffo
Mary Martin
Teresa & Stephen McCurdy
Thomas McEllistrem
Kathleen Meyers
Mary Millerbernd
Monsour Construction
Michelle H. Mooney
James & Barbara Mulrooney
William & Michelle Muske
Barbara Neff
Odile Nepstad
Eileen Norton
Sue & Stephen Nowaczewski
Susan Nowak
Beatrice & John O’Neill
Susanne Olsen
Mary K. Orme
Theodore Page
Carole Palermo
Robert & Jacqueline Pavlak
John & Kelly Peltier
Sheryl Peterson
Theresa Pham
Loretta Pietruszewski
Larry & Sue Poppler
Margarita Probst
Tim & Jane Quinlan
Tom Quinlan
Anna Quinn
Allen & Heather Rasmussen
Margaret & James Reed
Ann & Mark Reidell
Willliam & Angela Rindfleisch
Georgia Robertson-Kessel &  

Dave Kessel

Caroline Rodriguez
Mary Ann & James Roeller
Jim & Lynne Roeske
Ralph & Jacqueline Roubal
William & Rita Roubik
Ronald & Jeneta Rover
Vicki & Dennis Rowe
Kay & Jim Russell
Mary Catherine Ryan
Paula & Tom Sanchez
Sylvia Santos
Hope Savard
Doris Schillinger
Christopher & Cathy Schletty
Laura Schmidt
Kathy & Al Schowalter
Carol Schreiner
Pat & Wayne Schultz
Bill & Jane Schwartz
Patricia Schwartz
Sandy Shandorf
Mary Kathleen Sitzmann
Tony Sitzmann
Lawrence Smith
Janice Spear
Robert Stickler, Jr.
Rudy Thell
Pamela Thul-Immler
John & Patsy Tracy
Diane Valen
Anthony & Diane Vasquez
Mary Vasquez
Michael Vasterling
Francisca & Greg Vega Taylor
Paul Vierling
A. Thomas & Mary Ann Vogel
Bernadette Walter
Jim Wenker
Kelly & Daniel Wicker
Michael Wicker
Anthony & Christine Wilfahrt
Kenneth Wilhelm

† Deceased
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Bill & Gerrie Erickson
Peter Exley
Catherine Fee
Sandy Fehrman
Mary Helen & Joseph Fitzharris
John & Jackie Flaherty
Julie Foley
Paul Galles
Donald Geng & Paul Witt
Joan & Eugene Gennaro
Donna Mae Gieske
James & Rochelle Glowaski
Kathleen Gobeli
Joan Goggins
Scott & Kathy Goldenstein
Nancy Halvorson
Diane & Jack Heitzinger
John Helsper
Michael Helsper
Janice Heymans
Fred & Doris Hohmeister
David Hottinger &  

Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Paul & Mary Hozza
Beverly Hueffmeier
Marilu Husman-Woodford
Michael & Kathleen Igo
Steve Jenkins
Stephen & Patricia Jones
Robert Joseph
Gene & Irene Josephs
Chuck & Rose Karas
Mark & Gina Kempe
Kathleen Kennedy
Anne Kersey
Aline & Robin Kies
Mary & Bernard Klein
Richard & Ann Klein
Judith Knabe
Edith Lamers
Mary Frances Lammers

Barbara & Thomas Larson
Nick & Mary Lasovich
Jim Letourneau
Patricia & Thomas Lewis
Mary Lotzer
Ashley Lundin
Crystal Medina
Michael & Mary Ann Monahan
Tiffany & Daniel Monita
Florence Monsour-Stewart
Nancy Mooney
Fran Mudek
Marcella Navarro
Mary Beth O’Brien
Maureen O’Connor
Brigid O’Malley
Theresa O’Neal
Geraldine Padellford
Bill & Annette Patient
Anne Pfankuch
Virginia & Daniel Radant
DelFina & James Reynolds
Nancy Ring Grausam
Peter & Linda Rivera
Janelle Rohr
Julie Rollheiser
Barbara Ruberto
Marie Scanlan
James Scanlan
Ron Schaaf
Kathleen Schneider
Corinne Schuster
John & Mary Seidl
Elizabeth & Stephen Seltz
Kathy Sexton
Dixie Shafer & Jerald Dosch
Helen Sigmeth
Bonnie Simon
Joan & David Smith
Elizabeth Snyder
South St. Paul Garden Club
Barbara & Richard Squire
Jean St. Martin
St. Matthew’s Rosary Society
Mary Jo Steffes
John & Anne Stevens
George & Diana Sticha
Irene & Debbie Sticha & family
Mary Ellen Storms
John Sullivan
Marjorie Sullivan
Keith & Beverly Sutherland
Elizabeth Swanson
Mike Sweeney
Mark Tackaberry
Karen & Jim Taylor
Dorothy Turcotte-Tait
Judith Ann Valerius
Donald Vanderbeek
Daniel & Bridget Vega
Laura Volness
Mark & Elizabeth Votel
Martin Warren
Geoffrey Whisler &  

Anne Jones Whisler
Peter Willems
Diane Wineman
John & Marie Zellner
Robert Zimmerman

Peter & Anna Yanish
Carol & Jim Yannarelly
Lynnette Youness Hamid

SUPPORTER  
UP TO $99

David & Robin Ablan
Donald & Anne Adams
Judi Ann & Richard Albrecht
Jeffrey Ambrose
Marilyn Andert
Father Michael Arms
Joyce Athmann
Victoria Baker
Beverly Barrett
Donald Bauer
Louise & Wayne Beaman
Patricia & Daniel Blaskowski
Patricia Bloomquist
Darline Bohrer
Marjorie Boyd
Louise & Gerald Breidel
Joan Brock
Brooke & Michael Brown
Cheryl Campbell
Mark & Mary Kay Capecchi
Martin Casalenda
Leonard Casanova
Maxine & Jim Chupurdia
Suzanne Clarke &  

George Derringer
Ernest & Mary Costello
David Cruz
James & Judith Cunningham
Craig David
Susan Detomaso
Mary Lou & Jerry DeZelar
Sandy Egginger

PATRON ($100–$249) 
continued
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Tributes In Honor Of/
In Memory Of

IN HONOR OF
Father Steve Adrian
Beverly Barrett
Sister Anne Becker
The Brewer family
Church of St. Michael
Community of Saints teachers
Kiki Garcia
Bella Green
The Guldan family
Katie Hartz
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Mary Kelly
Emily Kessel-Qureshi &  

Diana Kessel
Bridget Kramer
Maggie Lee, Rich Dunn & family
Tom McKeown† &  

Mary Cullen McKeown
Bernard Muske
Tom Rolewicz, Jr.
Yvonne Scherbel Wilhelm
Joshua Simon
The Stevens family
Marge Sullivan
Jacob Thomas
Jesse & Mary Vasquez
General (Ret.) Joseph Votel
James Wicker

IN MEMORY OF
Joe Ahern
Sister Alma
Don Anderson
Florence Bandholz
Harold & Mary Belair
Kathleen Robinette Benoe
Gerald E. Bergum, Sr.
Debi Witt Black
George L. Bohrer
William Brengman
Muriel Budziszewski
Linda Bryne
Fred Commers
Sister St. Luke Copeland
The Cosgrove family
Francis & Gert Cosgrove
Hugh Cosgrove
Sharon F. Cosgrove
Hugh Cosgrove
Thomas Costello
Sister Patricia DeBlieck
Janeice Ann DeLisle
Peter DeTomaso
Jacob & Lucille Dosch
Brian Dufour
Michael Robert Dyer
Joe & Carol Gabriel &  

John Gabriel
Bill & Julie Gale
George & Yvonne Gangl
Lupe Garcia
Kenneth Goers
Teresa Bloechl Gran
Gary Groettum

7TH GRADE SERVICE PROJECT —  
SUPPORTING CLASSMATES WHO NEED IT

To support good mental health, seventh graders 
wrote notes of encouragement for fellow students 
who may be having a rough day or struggling with 
challenges. Notes were distributed in a variety of 
locations widely accessible to students, including 
the office, library, and counselors’ rooms. Student 
notes include quotes and jokes, along with 
messages of empathy and support. 
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Dan Undis
John Vadnais
Al & Dorothy Valerius
Joseph & Marie Van Guilder
Joshua D. Viellieux
Diane K. Volkenant
Leonard & Catherine Weegman
Amanda Weyer
Robert White
Abe & Lorraine Youness

Other Contributions
Throughout the year we receive 
additional contributions in  
the form of restricted and 
unrestricted gifts and grants  
for a wide range of needs.  
Thank you to the following 
individuals, companies, parishes, 
organizations, and foundations, 
for supporting our students.

Aim Higher Foundation
Anonymous (8)
Bonnie Arend
Assumption Parish
Daniel & Denise Ballstadt
Catherine & James Blaha
Mark & Julie Blake
Louise Blissenbach Stemp & 

David Stemp
Ellie Breister
Brooke & Michael Brown
Debra Burgy Hendrickson & 

Dennis Hendrickson
Mark & Gail Burt
Julianne Bye
Vivian Byers School Endowment
Joseph Cardenas
Catholic Community Foundation
Catholic Schools Center of 

Excellence
Catholic United Financial 

Foundation
Church of St. Francis de Sales  

of St. Paul
Teresa Cismowski
Suzanne Clarke &  

George Derringer
Coca-Cola Give
Tim Commers
Gregory & Cheryl Cosgrove
Richard F. Cruz
Mary Cullen McKeown &  

Tom McKeown†
Stephen & Margaret Daley
Jeff Davidson
Mary Dehmer
Vicky & Tony Dorso
Pamela Dyer
Steven & Judy Ellinghuysen
Peggy Erickson
Roy & JoAnn Ferber
JoEllen & Nathan Flak
LuAnn Ford
Elizabeth French
Mary & Gary Friemann

Erlinda Gusfafson
Gerard Gutzmann
Phoua Hang
John & Elvira Hanson
Jack & Carol Heitzinger
Marlene & Steve Hrdlicka
“Muggs” Arms Huch
Ellie Huntress
Gerard Jenniges
Art & Jackie Kaess
Father Joseph Kivel
Mary Kaye Kramer
Betty & George Kronschnabel
Clare Lesch
Genevieve & Bernard Lotzer
David Manning
Raymond Marschall
John & Clara Maslow
Paul & Barbara Maslow
Jake Mauer
Gary Messerich
Punky Mikkalson
Father Ray Monsour
John Mooney
Michael Mooney
Harriet Campa Murphy
Evelyn Nadeau
Carol & Doug Nehring
Perry Nitti
Lisa Norton
Ann Palumbo
Christine Pavlak
Robert & Edelruth Pavlak
Antoinette Bloechl Petry
Carl & Delima Petschauer
Jerome Pietruszewski
Charles & Joyce Poechmann
Leona Quinlan
Bonnie L. Rasmussen
Deceased members of the  

Rhode family
Mary A. Riehle
Bill & Cel Rindfleisch
Sister Vianney Saumweber, SSND
Joseph Savard
Mary & Marty Schadegg
Marion Mueller Schaps
George Schmid
Jack Schneider
Brother Walter Schreiner, FSC
Jerry Sexton
Jim Sexton
Sister Loretta Simon
Louis Sitzmann
Susan Splinter
James Standing &  

Patricia Bandholz Standing
Agnes Stefaniak
Helen & Jay Stevens
Lucille Stickler
Russ Sudeith
Shirley Johnson Sulat
Donald & Helen Tackaberry
Bonnie L. Thelen
Mark Thomford
Robert C. Tinucci
Megan Tomlinson
Richard Topritzhofer
Jean Perkovich Troje

Robert & Mary Gangl
Becky Garthofner &  

Jerry Woelfel 
Cathy & Steve Garvey
Ronnie Gatzlaff
Donald Geng & Paul Witt
George and Mary Kremer 

Foundation
GHR Foundation
Richard & Jean Gobell
Mary Grady
Lee & Carolyn Halbur
Patricia Hara
Eric & Katie Hartz
Mary & Ken Herriges
David Hottinger &  

Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Michael & Kathleen Igo
Independent Community 

Bankers of Minnesota
Molly & Pete Iversen
Bert & Pat Jameson
Michael Kaess
Jason & Lisa Kalkes
Jeanne Kapaun
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Allyn & Kathryn Kramer
Jim Kramer
Douglas & Joyce Kraut
Julie Kuzj
Carlo LaManna
Margaret Lee & Richard Dunn
Lynn Lillie
Donna Loeffler
Angie & Alfredo Lopez
Anne Marie & Marshall Mackay
Kathy Maloney
Barbara & Robert McConnell
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Eileen McMahon &  

Steve Karbon
Angie Metling
Marge & Wayne Milner
Doug & Sandy Milroy

Minndependent
Joel & Meghan Moore
Jessica Morales
John & Cynthia O’Halloran
Janet & Ronald Odalen
PeaceMaker Minnesota
Tom & Ardys Pertz
Tammy Potter
Kyle & Emily Reckinger
Mark & Connie Reding
John Riehle
Hayley Ruhoff-Benson &  

Blake Benson
Susan Sabanjo
Richard & Patricia Schletty
Terry & Karen Schultz
Richard Schulze Family 

Foundation
Linda Sellars
Vicki Sheffer
Nancy Skophammer &  

Kevin Bostrom
Slaggie Family Foundation
Michael Smeby
Thomas Smith &  

Catalina Adamez-Smith
South Robert Street Business 

Association
St. Matthew’s Parish
St. Matthew’s Rosary Society
Gloria Tava
David Thomas
James† & Kathleen Thomes
Nicholas & Ilene Undis
Lynn Volkenant
General (Ret.) Joseph &  

Michele Votel
Bill & Karen Walter
Andrew Weinstein
Carol & Jim Yannarelly
Kristin & Dan Yentes
Angela Youness
Richard Zabel

† Deceased

KINDERGARTEN AND 8TH GRADE  
SERVICE PROJECT

Students teamed up to spruce up the school  
campus and surrounding neighborhood. 

ANNUALreport
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Father Steve Adrian
Susan & Tony Alleva
Lisa & Richard Anderson
Steven & Nancy Bade
Victoria Baker
Jim & Arlene Barnhart
Beth & Tim Bellon
Patricia Blaskie
Patricia & Daniel Blaskowski
Toni Bloechl Wilburn
Alice Bobick†
Theresa Bock
Denise & Jim Bohrer
Mary Sue Brass
Corinne &  

William† Brengman
Jim & Mary Ann Brewer
Audrey Brucker†
Nancy Brunzel
Vivian Byers†
James Casey &  

Jennifer Tustian
Pat & Richard Clemen
Clement & Molly Commers
Fred & Molly Commers†
Frances Cook
Jacqueline &  

Hugh† Cosgrove
Hugh & Melissa Cullen
Joe & Doreen Cullen

Mary Cullen McKeown &  
Tom† McKeown

Anne Cullen Miller &  
Mark Miller

John P. Curran
Timothy Dalzell
Jo Ann Danmeier
Mark & Angela DelVecchio
Argerie Diaz-White &  

Robert† White
Shawn & Kim Doyle
Thomas J. Doyle†
Joanne Dufour
Carole &  

Lawrence Engelmann
Jack Ferber
Mary Jane Ferber &  

Carolyn Jones
Roy & JoAnn Ferber
Bill & Bonita Frels
Elizabeth French
Father Frank Fried
Jean Froehle
Beth & Jerry Geis
Joan & Eugene Gennaro
Teddy & Jim† Gesell
Esther & Donald Giesel
Kathleen Gobeli
Joan Goggins
Mary Grady

LOYALTY CIRCLE SPOTLIGHT
Corinne (Heinrich) Brengman 

Amy & Peter Grayson
James Guldan
Mary Ellen Gutzmann
John & Shirley Haney
Tom Heinen & Tami Phillippi
Mary & Ken Herriges
Robert Hinze
Janeice Ann DeLisle†
Patricia Holmes
Anita & George Hottinger
David Hottinger &  

Mary Kaul-Hottinger
Father Bradley Jenniges, OSB
Susan Jensen
Lynne Johnson
Robert Joseph
Thomas Kabesh
Karen & Patrick Kachel
Patricia Karels
Thomas & Ruth King
Tom & Cynthia Klecatsky
Richard & Ann Klein
Judith Knabe
Jim Korman
Mary Ann Kosel†
Mike Kosel
Jim & Mary Kaye† Kramer
Jim & Jan Kunz
Julie Kuzj
Janet Lackner

Carlo & Virginia† LaManna
Bernie & Colleen Lancette
George & Carol† Lang
Maggie Lee &  

Richard Dunn
Mary Leibl
Doug & Krissy Lieser
Stella Lundquist
William & Patricia Mahoney
Nancy & Tom Maloney
Joseph Mansur
Donna & Peter McCarthy
Teresa & Stephen McCurdy
David McDonald
Edward & Gloria McEllistrem
Larry McGough
Steve & Anita McKeown
Eileen McMahon &  

Steve Karbon
Michelle H. Mooney
Jessica Morales
Lee & Judith† Morhar
Fran Mudek
Dotty & Peter Murk
Barbara Neff
Eileen Norton
Elizabeth & Timothy Nowak
John & Cynthia O’Halloran
Tom & Mary O’Neill
Mary Ann & Raymond Ogden

At age 90, Corinne Brengman recently signed up to tutor 
students at Community of Saints in response to a call for 
volunteers. “Reading with children is something an old lady 
can still do,” she laughs. To those who know Corinne, it’s no 
surprise. Volunteering is what she’s always done, whether as a 
Brownie and Girl Scout leader when her children were young, 
or later as the funeral lunch coordinator for St. Matthew’s 
Rosary Society. For many years, Corinne and her husband 
Bill volunteered together at Loaves and Fishes, Habitat for 
Humanity, and Our Lady of Peace Cancer Home. Bill passed 
away in 2022, but Corinne still carries the torch. 

Corinne’s desire to serve was sparked by her mother, Louise 
(Heller) Heinrich ’24, who passed away at age 30, when Corinne 
was seven years old. “My mother had severe asthma back 
before they had inhalers or the medicines they have today,”  
she said. Corinne recalls that even though her mother was often 
sick, Louise always looked for ways to help others. If she saw a 
child out in the cold with no mittens, Louise would give them a 

Loyalty Circle
Our Loyalty Circle honors individuals and families who make a lasting impact on our students and school. Their generosity is critical 
to our mission of educating all families who desire a Catholic education for their children in this region. Membership in our Loyalty 
Circle is based on a history of annual giving, significant financial support, or inclusion of Community of Saints in estate plans.

RIGHT: Corinne with 
her parents in 1939. 

The summer after 
completing first grade, 

Corinne’s mother, 
Louise Heinrich, died 

at the age of 30. 
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pair. The year before she died, when Corinne’s first 
grade teacher asked for a volunteer to make pencil 
pouches for the class, Louise stepped up. “She was a 
very good seamstress,” said Corinne.  

Corinne is a loyal contributor to tuition assistance 
because she believes in the importance of Catholic 
education. Her mother graduated from St. Matthew’s, 
Corinne attended through 10th grade, and her own 
six children all graduated from St. Matthew’s. But 
giving is also a way for her to remember a young 
mother she lost long ago, by making gifts in her 
memory. “I was very young when my mother died,” 
Corinne mused, “but I tried to learn as much from her 
as I could.”

We would like to thank Corinne and all the 
members of our Loyalty Circle for their consistent 
and generous support. 

Celebrate a Loved One  Celebrate a Loved One  
With a Gift in Their NameWith a Gift in Their Name
This Christmas, give a gift in honor or 
in memory of someone in your life. One 
hundred percent of your donation goes 
to support tuition assistance for students 
at Community of Saints.
 
Use the enclosed envelope or mail  
your gift to: 

Alums & Friends & Families
Community of Saints
335 Hurley St. E.  
West St. Paul, MN 55118 

Make checks payable to A&F&F.

You can also give online by visiting  
www.communityofsaints.org/give

† Deceased

Mary K. Orme
Pat & Tony Palmer†
Phil & Connie Paquette
Nancy Poechmann
Margaret Pohl†
Margarita Probst
Tom Quinlan
Sandra & Thomas Reding
Margaret & James Reed
John Riehle
Bill & Angie Rindfleisch
Nancy Ring Grausam
Janelle Rohr
Pat & Tom Rolewicz
Tom Rolewicz, Jr.
Julie Rollheiser
Paul & Mary Ann Roscoe
Ralph & Jacqueline Roubal
Barbara Ruberto
Rita Ryan
Josette Salah†
Georgianna Saumweber
Daniel & Rosemary Schadegg
Christopher Schletty
Mike & Carol Schneider
Carol Schreiner
Pat & Wayne Schultz
Corinne Schuster
Linda Sellars
Marilyn & Jerry Sexton†

Dixie Shafer & Jerald Dosch
Linda Sill
Eugene Sitzmann†
Tony Sitzmann
Tom Smith & 

Catalina Adamez-Smith
Georgene Sorenson
Janice Spear
Sheila & Steven Stai
Russ Sudeith†
Barbara Tinucci
Mary Pat Topritzhofer
Dwaine & Janet Troje
Dorothy Turcotte-Tait
Nicholas & Ilene Undis
Judith Ann Valerius
Michael Vastering
Bob & Barbara Verstraete
Char & Jack Vitelli
Allen & Diane† Volkenant
Lynn Volkenant
Dick Votel
Terry Votel
Mary Walsh
Bill & Karen Walter
Jim Wicker
Peter Willems
Diane Wineman
Marian Wolters

LEFT: In addition to providing financial 
support, Corinne volunteers time at COS  
to help tutor students in reading. 

Your contribution is tax deductible and all 
gifts made by December 31, 2023, will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar up to $10,000. 
This matching grant is made possible 
thanks to the generous support of  
John Riehle ’57. Call Principal  
Bridget Kramer at 651-457-2510  
for more information.
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Alums&
   Friends&
Families

You are welcome to join us in person for a school 
Mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
to honor the generous support of A&F&F donors. 
Father Steve Adrian will preside. Following Mass, 
you can tour the school, enjoy refreshments, and 
meet our middle school students. 

Please Join Us for 

A MASS TO CELEBRATE  
YOUR GENEROSITY
Friday, December 8 at 9:00 a.m.
at Community of Saints

COS alum, Lisette Horne ’14, will address 
students and visitors after Mass. Lisette, 
who was featured in The Good News last 
March, received a full scholarship to earn 
her bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Minnesota, and received a fellowship to 
pursue a PhD in behavioral psychology. 

PHOTO BY JEANNINE OF BLOCK PORTRAIT STUDIOS


