Church of St. Matthew

Al A Catholic community that is a
s I visible expression of God'’s love

December 26, 2021
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, May and Joseph

Church - 510 Hall Avenue

Liturgy Schedule Parish Center - 490 Hall Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55107
Masses Telephone 651.224.9793
In person 4:15 pm Saturday Fax 651.222.2688
In person 10:15 am Sunday Prayer Line 651.457.0228
Streamed 10:15 am Sunday Website: st-matts.org

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/churchofstmatthew
Reconciliation YogTube: youtube.com/stmattswestside
2nd and 4th Saturday - 1st and 3rd Sunday Twitter: twitter.com/stmattswestside
of the month following Mass Office Hours

Monday & Wednesday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the sick Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Please call the parish office for each Closed on Friday




Reflection from Father Steve

Yesterday we observed the Feast of Christmas. We contin-
ue to celebrate Christmas, because Christmas is not a day
or a single event, Christmas is a Season.

In some traditions Christmas is celebrated for twelve days
culminating January 6" Twelfth night or the Feast of the
Epiphany.

In the Catholic Church we celebrate Christmas until the
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus, this year January 9™.

So, all the celebrating and all the visiting and all the gifting
does not need to happen on one or two days — there is a
Season to stretch out the celebration. On the 26™ of De-
cember the Christmas festival continues in some places
with Boxing Day.

Boxing Day was a custom for tradespeople to collect
"Christmas boxes" of money or presents on the first week-
day after Christmas as thanks for good service throughout
the year. This custom is linked to an older tradition where
the servants of the wealthy were allowed the next day to
visit their families since they would have had to serve their
employers on Christmas Day. The employers would give
each servant a box to take home containing gifts, bonuses,
and some times leftover food. Until the late 20th century
there continued to be a tradition among many to give a
Christmas gift, usually cash, to vendors.

Twelfth Night, the Feast of the Epiphany is in some Europe-
an countries known as “Little Christmas” and is the day gifts
are exchanged — not December 25",

When | was very young my Dad was in the military and
mother did not have much money. She would wait to pur-
chase Christmas gifts on December 26" when everything
was “marked down”. She explained to me that Santa could
not get to all the houses on one night and our gifts would be
coming in a few days.

These were the days when department stores wrapped
your packages free of charge. Mom would come home af-
ter shopping on December 26" loaded down with Christ-
mas gifts. She put them on a corner of the front porch.
Sometime later she would tell me that while | had been
down for a nap John Claus, Santa’s brother, had been here
and left something on the front porch. | bounded down the
stairs on to the porch to discover the Christmas gifts.

December 26th remained a special day in the Adrian
household and the story of a wonderful man named John
Claus would be told. | didn’t care much for Santa; | really
liked John.

Enjoy the Season. Celebrate!
Father Steve Adrian
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Volunteer Opportunities & Parish Needs

“Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
“Whom shall | send, and who will go for Us?”
Then | said, “Here am |. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8

Mary Leibl,
Volunteer Coordinator

Money Counters

We are looking for volunteers to serve as Money Counters
for weekly collections. Time commitment would be 2 Sun-
days each month. (3 Sundays in months with 5 weekends.)
You will work on teams of 3 — 4 people. Collection will be
counted on Sunday mornings immediately after the last
mass. Ideally, we would like people from both Saturday &
Sunday Masses to volunteer. On weeks when a Holy Day
takes place, that collection too will be counted on the follow-
ing Sunday. A few people have already volunteered. We
would like at least 1 more person to volunteer so we
could have 2 teams of 4 people each! If you can’t commit
to a regular schedule but would be willing to serve as a sub-
stitute occasionally, you are needed too. If you like working
with numbers and feel you can contribute to this valuable
service, contact Mary at mleibl@st-matts.org or call the
Parish Center, leave your name & phone # and someone
will return your call!

OUR WISH TO ALL
OUR PARISH VOLUNTEERS!




News and Events

Saint Matthew's motto-to be the Good Samaritan on the
banks of the Mississippi.

Help Wanted

The Church of St. Matthew seeks a part-time Administrative
Assistant to begin immediately. To apply, submit a resume
and cover letter via email to Phil Grant, Pastoral
Administrator. Email: pgrant@st-matts.org

For more information, go to the St. Matt’s website: www.st-
matts.org or the Archdiocesan jobsite: https://
careers.archspm.org/job/administrative-assistant-4/

i=aith Formation Christmas Break
Students in grades K to 10 do NOT have Faith Formation

class on December 22, 29, and January 5. Wednesday
evening classes resume on January 12, 2022. Parents of
children preparing for First Reconciliation and First
Communion should mark their calendars for February 2.
Parents and students will meet in church that evening from
6:30 to 7:30. This is a required meeting and applies to Faith
Formation and Community of Saints families with a child
preparing for these sacraments through the Church of St
Matthew.

West Side Senior Living

Humboldt offers 117 exceptional, yet affordable apartments
for seniors who no longer want to live on their own, but want
to maintain their independence. We currently have rooms
open in both Assisted Living and Memory Care and are able
to accept the Elderly Waiver. Please call Mary at 651-220-
1786 for more information or to schedule a tour.

Weekly Contributions December 12, 2021
Volunteer Service Hours in Prayer 21 Hours in Service 48

Parish School $ 160
Envelopes/Cash $ 6,456 Food Shelf $120
Electronic Giving $ 245

PayPal $ 210 Total $ 280
Masses/Memorials $ 70 Thank You!

Christmas Flower  $ 330

Rent $ 4,400 PayPal QR Code

Vigil Lights $23 simply scan with your
Funeral $ phone to make an electronic
Bells/ Lamp $ payment

Holy Day $1,220

Mis. Donation $ 210

Fuel $ 110

Total $ 13,254

The Sounds and Sights of St. Matt’s 25th -
January 1 in memory of John and Helen Leibl.

The Bells of Saint Matthew will on December
25th in memory of Eleanor Bisciglia. The Bells of Saint
Matthew will ring on December 27th in memory of 3rd an-
niversary Parky Rodrigue’s death.

The Bells of Saint Matthew will ring on January 1st for
the Living & Deceased Rosary Society Members.

Contact the Parish Office at 651.224.9793 by 1:00 pm
Monday -Thursday if you would like to schedule a day to
ring the bells, or a week to light the sanctuary lamp for your
special memory or event.

Thank You Volunteers, Parishioners and Friends

We would like to say “thank you” to all our wonderful volun-
teers who helped to make our Breakfast with Santa and
Christmas Boutique a success.

We want to thank the Community of Saints Scout Troop
288 for the wonderful pancake breakfast. As in past years
the Scouts and their leaders prepared a breakfast of pan-
cakes, scrambled eggs and sausage. Also, to be thanked
for their help in the kitchen was our own Saint Matthew’s
Men’s Club.

Thank you Rosary Society for the lovely Christmas gift
offerings, jewelry and everyone’s favorite “Bottle Lotto”.

We also had our personalized Christmas ornaments availa-
ble. Many were purchased to take home and also to put on
our own sanctuary Christmas trees.

We must not forget to thank you our parishioners, neigh-
bors and friends who came to enjoy our Breakfast with
Santa and Christmas Boutique. So, “thank you”, we hope
you enjoyed your time with us, please come again.

To all, have a very happy New Year!

Gifted And Belonging

(GAB) was recently established to provide Catholics of all
abilities a safe place in the Church to experience ac-
ceptance and freedom to be all God has created us to be.
Because all are gifted and all belong, anyone 18 and older
with special needs, both seen and unseen, or those willing
to mentor or give themselves in friendship, are invited to
join us for fellowship events once a month. Is God calling
you to be part of this Culture of Life—to serve and be
served? You belong here! Contact: Megan Dunsmore

at giftedandbelonging@gmail.com"

Prayers For Our Parish Family

Please remember in your prayers our parish family and
friends who are ill or in need of our prayers. Pray for their
recovery and for their family members who are with them
and caring for them. Especially, Shelly McMonigal, Gwen
Powell, Grant Littler, Patrick Owens, Pam Perkovich,
Sol David, Annamarie Moseng, Carolina Gomez,
Louise Breidel, Cecelia Glenn, Kendrick Morrison and
Jerry Jenniges



Parish Leadership

All emails are @st-matts.org

Rev. Steve Adrian, Sacramental Minister
sadrian

John DelVecchio, Parish Trustee
Jdelvecchio

Phil Grant, Pastoral Administrator
pgrant

Scott Hertzog, Janitor

Kevin Jack, website & social media webmaster
kjack

Jill Kilzer, Music Ministry

jillkilzer

Bernie Klein, Accounts Payable & Receivable
bklein

Steve Kowal, Maintenance Engineer
skowal

Reyes Ledesma, Janitor

Mary Leibl, Volunteer Coordinator
Mieibl

Rev. Biju Mathew, Parochial Administrator
frbijum@gmail.com

Janelle Rohr, Faith Formation
jdrohr@pro-ns.net

Karen Thompson, Parish Trustee

Kthompson
Parish Pastoral Council
parishcouncil
Members:
Chris Avalos Janelle Rohr
Alan Christensen Linda Sellars
Suzanne Clarke Joanne Smith
Jerald Dosch Phil Grant, Ex Officio
Anthony Minus

Finance Council Members
John DelVecchio Joe Stevens
Bernie Klein Joanne Smith
Becky Montgomery Karen Thompson
John Sekevitch Phil Grant, Ex Officio
Sacraments

Please contact the Parish Office regarding Baptism,
Marriage, First Commuinon and Confirmation
information.

Bulletin

Announcements are due on Monday by 10:00 am for
the next Sunday’s bulletin. ltems received after 10:00
am will appear in the following week’s bulletin.

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps
84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a)/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a,
2-8

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13
-18

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk
2:22-35

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk
2:36-40

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-
18

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/
Lk 2:16-21

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.
11])/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12




Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord
10:15 am <rLiving & Deceased Rosary Members
FMabel & William Keenan
Sunday, December 26 The Feast of the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary & Joseph
10:15 am Mass (in person)
Our Parish
FParky Rodriguez
TArdelle Haas
Monday, December 27
8:00 am Cancelled
Wednesday, December 29
8:00 Cancelled
Friday, December 31 New Year’ Eve
8:00 am Cancelled
Saturday, January 1 Feast of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
10:15am Our Parish
Macario Padilla
Living & Deceased Rosary Society Members
Sunday, January 2 Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord
10:15 am Mass (in person)
Our Parish
+Ted & Connie Rivera
+Robert Gomez, Jr.

Calendar of Events

Saturday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
10:15 am Mass (in person)

10:00 am AA Meeting Parish Center

Sunday, December 26

10:15 am Mass (in person)

10:15 am Streamed Mass Today

Monday, December 27 - Thursday, December 30
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Loaves & Fishes

Meals Are Being served As Take-Out Only At This Time
Monday, December 27

9:00 am - 4:00 pm Parish Office Open

Tuesday, December 28

9:00 am - 1:00 Parish Office Open

3:30 pm - 9:45 pm GTCYS Church

Wednesday, December 29

8:00 am - 5:00 pm St. Mary’s Clinic

9:00 am - 4:00 pm Parish Office Open

Thursday, December 30

9:00 am - 1:00 Parish Office Open

6:00 pm AA Parish Center

Friday, December 31 Christmas Eve

Parish Office Closed

Saturday, January 1, Feast of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

10:15 am Mass (in person)

10:00 am AA Meeting Parish Center

Sunday, January 2 Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord
10:15 am Mass (in person)

10:15 am Streamed Mass Today

Support Our Advertisers

Advertisers on the back of this bulletin pay for
this weekly bulletin. Thank them by using
their services and products




Rick Kissner * Ben Strand
1137 South Robert Street | West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-450-0535

www.hometowntireandservice.net
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Community means everything. ¢Necesita ayuda?
That's why we're proud to be here to help life go right™ ¢Conoce a alguien que la necesita?
iEstamos cerca de usted!
2 Steve Stremski - Asesoramiento profesional.
Ins Agey Inc -jGratis! No se necesita tarjeta
Steve Stremski, Agent
1560 Livingston Ave., Suite 101 del seguro de salud. w0 PEASE Ly
4 West St. Paul, MN 55118 - Puede permanecer en el [ Mo & Town ©
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Thomas Stremski Rk
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1560 Livingston Ave.
West St Paul, MN 55118 walk‘ln
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&% StateFarm www.walkin.org ¢ 612-870-0565
1601492 State Farm, Bloomington, IL 179 Robie St. E « St. Paul, MN
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Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety
® Flood Detection

® Carbon Monoxide

0T | ptharized | 5 ofeStreets
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1-855-225-4251

weekly par

JESSICA GOLDBERG
Mortgage Advisor
(NMLS 1713098)
612-718-6763
jessica.goldberg@cardinalfinancial.com
cardinalfinancial.com
www.goldbergloan.com

FREE

AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE OF THIS SPACE

(@ CALL 800.950.9952

_ELECTRIC COMPANY

For All Your Residential
& Commercial Wiring Needs

777 N. Concord
S. St. Paul, MN 55075

651-451-2238

Celebrating 65 Years

= Paid Training

= Some Trave)
Life Balar

Time

ce

® Full

® Serve Your

Jenefits

Community

www.4lpi.com/careers

LI Contact us at careers@4lpi.com

WE'RE HIRING

EE Y[IURSELF BRING ‘l"DUER PASSION.
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ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale
to place an ad today!

kcarnevale@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6333

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

Sign up to have our

emailed to you at
www.parishesonline.com

Small.
Catholic.

Affordable.
Offering Preschool

8th grade education

Serving St. Paul’s West Side,
West St. Paul, South St. Paul,
Inver Grove Heights
and Mendota Heights.

651-457- 2510

Communi
Df Stgln

ish bulletin

Welcome

TWIN CITY REFUSE
AND RECYCLING

318 Water StW
St Paul, MN 55107

TwinCityRefuse.com

On call roll off boxes
& dump site

651-227-1549

by signing up to get our bulietin

St Matthew, Saint Paul,

Back to Mass

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are

delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

MN A 4C 02-1076



