Church of Saint Matthew — June 27, 2021

SAINT MATTHEW WELCOMES ALL TO OUR
PARISH

New to the area, joining us for the first time or com-
ing home again? Please contact Linda Rivera at
Irivera@st-matts.org to register as a member of our
parish family, we will be happy to get you signed up
or welcome you back.

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY

Please remember in your prayer our parish family and
friends who are ill or in need of our prayers. Pray for
their recovery and for their family members who are with
them and caring for them. Especially, Terry Koves, Mi-
chael Wood, Nellie Neubauber, Robert Ellis, John
and Katie Degelmann, Grant Littler, Cecelia Glenn,
Jerry Jenniges, and Jan Steinbrenner

If you have a loved one you would like to add to this
list, please call the Parish office, provide us with
your name and the name of your loved one. We are
strong as a community praying together.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
Our readings today remind us that our God is a tender
and loving God.

In our Gospel, Jesus heals an ill child. An anxious and
loving father sought after Jesus so that his daughter
might be cured of her iliness. As Jesus was traveling to
heal her, they got word that the daughter had died. In
that deeply painful moment, a moment no parent wants
to experience, Jesus turned and said, “Do not be afraid;
just have faith.”

Recall a moment when you felt like you hit rock bottom.
Maybe you received devastating news, someone died,
you lost your job, you were fighting addiction, or you
were suffering mentally, spiritually or physically. Maybe
you are living that moment or maybe that moment is yet
to come.

In that time, imagine Jesus looking at you and saying,

“Do not be afraid; just have faith.” Remember this verse.

May it bring you peace and comfort. Recall that in our
First Reading, God does not rejoice in our suffering and
death. He rejoices in our faith and our trust in His glori-
ous plan for our lives.

Whether we are healed like the little girl in our Gospel in
this life, or we carry our suffering with us until we reach

the next, if we remain faithful, Jesus will one day say to

us, “Little girl or little boy, | say to you, arise!”

Today, let us reflect on how much our Good and Gra-

cious God loves us. Remember that whatever we are

suffering in this life, do not be afraid, God is right there
with us.

A LITTLE SPIRITUAL HELP TO HELP ME TODAY

ACT OF CONTRITION

My God, | am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choos-
ing to do wrong and failing to do good, | have sinned
against you whom | should love above all things. | firmly
intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to
avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us. In His name, my God, have mercy.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. | love You above all things, and | desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since | cannot at this moment re-
ceive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. | embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from
You. Amen.

Sunday Obligation
Dispensation Update

July | Marks End of Dispensation in Minnesota

Bau:k'l]'g:

Returning to Mass: July 1 Marks End

of Dispensation in Minnesota
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a painful time of separa-
tion that necessitated the dispensation from the Sunday
obligation to attend Mass. Now, as the pandemic subsides,
and public gathering restrictions and safety protocols are
lifted, it is time to gather as the Body of Christ once again.
Therefore, the bishops and diocesan administrators of the
Minnesota Catholic Conference have decided to reinstate
the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation beginning the weekend of July 3-4, 2021. Learn
more at backtomassmn.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS & SAVE THE DATE
August 15, 2021 - Mass 10:15 am - Lunch & fun to follow
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