Church of St. Matthew

et A Catholic community that is a

7'_.- """\.
o e !

December 24, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent and

The Nativity of the Lord

visible expression of God’s love

Parish Staff

All emails are

@st-matts.org

Rev. Robert Kelly, OP, Parochial Administrator
frbobkellyop

Deacon John Murphy

Deacon Gregg Sroder

Sister Anne Becker, Pastoral Ministry

srannebecker

Jill Kilzer, Music Ministry

jillkilzer

Steve Kowal, Maintenance Engineer
skowal

John Riehle, Administrator

jriehle

Linda Rivera, Parish Secretary
Irivera

Church -510 Hall Avenue

Parish Center - 490 Hall Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55107

651-224-9793

Fax 651.222.2688

Website: st-matts.org

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/churchofstmatthew

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sacraments

Please contact the Parish Office regarding Baptism,
Marriage, First Commuinon and Confirmation
information.

Bulletin

Announcements are due on Monday by 10:00 a.m. for
the next Sunday’s bulletin. /fems received after 10:00
a.m. will appear in the following week’s bulletin.

Liturgy Schedule

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 a.m.
Saturday - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00 p.m. - 3:40 p.m.
and by appointment

Prayer Line
Hope 651.457.0228 Cathy 651.455.5473

Readings for the Week of December 24, 2017

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
[2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts
13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-
14/Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18
or 1:1-5, 9-14

Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc
and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22

Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-
8

Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40




ONE LIKE US!

One of the teaching tools that most middle school, high school, and adult education teachers learn to
use is called an “ice breaker.” An ice breaker is an activity that helps people to share something about
themselves so that other people get to know them. For me, a colorful ball of yarn served as an ice
breaker that | often used on the first day of class. | tied the ball of yarn to one of my fingers and then |
tossed it to one of my new students. The student who caught the ball of yarn said their name and
4 shared something about him or herself like a favorite song, a most enjoyed food, or perhaps a favorite
hobby or interest. The student then tied the yarn to a finger of the person sitting next to him or her. That
person then said his or her name and something about themselves. They then took the ball of yarn and

threw it to another person until the ball of yarn was completely unraveled and the end was tied to

someone’s finger. While this ice breaker primarily was used to help my students learn about their class-

mates, | also used it to point out that during our time together we would be developing relationships
with one another by being with one another. We were in a direct relationship to the person we were
connected to and an indirect relationship to the person who did the connecting.

In the first reading we hear for the Fourth Sunday of Advent, King David is in direct relationship with Nathan the Prophet and
in an indirect relationship with God. God is in a direct relationship with Nathan the Prophet but in an indirect relationship with
David. Nathan the Prophet is in a direct relationship with both God and King David. And don’t forget that we are always in
relationship to ourselves. We talk to ourselves and we answer ourselves; so God, Nathan, and David are in relationship to
themselves. This means that in the first reading there are nine different relationships.

Carrying this idea a bit further, in the Annunciation reading from Luke, there are thirty-six relationships: God the Father, the
Angel Gabriel, the Holy Spirit, Mary, Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, and Elizabeth’s unborn son, John the Baptist. Some of these
relationships are direct like God to the angel Gabriel and Mary to her cousin Elizabeth. And some of these relationships are
indirect like Mary to John the Baptist and the Angel Gabriel to Elizabeth. Because the readings for the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, Christmas and, as a matter of fact, all the passages in the bible are about relationships, it seems appropriate that we
take the opportunity to reflect on our relationship with God and with each other.

Catholicism is a physical at much as it is a spiritual religion. It is about things that have happened, and things that are hap-
pening in and through particular human bodies, in particular places like Bethlehem and St. Paul, and at particular times such
as the days of King Herod or today in 2017. Our faith is about the Word becoming flesh. It is centered on one born of a wom-
an, born under the Jewish law, to save us not through the promise of future incarnations of our spirits but through the offer-
ing of one body once and for all.

Mary’s conversation with the Angel Gabriel is about bodies. Bodies that are pregnant with kicking fetuses, sounds reaching
ears, and mouths asking questions like “How can this be?” Mary hears and believes and proclaims, “Behold | am the hand-
maid of the Lord.” Our attention is drawn to her hearing and her speaking. Why doesn’t she just say, “I am not listening to
this foolishness? Find someone else!”

Mary’s direct and innocent words draw attention to her hearing and her speaking. Faith is planted in us through the physical
events of hearing an angelic voice, pondering a greeting, asking and answering a question, with the Spirit working through
all these things. It is a hearing and proclamation of the Gospel.

The ministry of Jesus is to poor human bodies as well. He opens eyes so that they can see, ears so that they can hear, and
he loosens tongues so that they can speak. He feeds the hungry and gives encouragement to downhearted human spirits.
He raises dead bodies to life.

How is the Word to be not only received and believed in but also practiced? It can only be done in the bodies and the life we
have here and now and in the experiences, commitments, and relationships that are ours here and now. We do not need to
hope for a future incarnation of ourselves where we might do a better job of living a human life. We do it here and we do it
now through the relationships we have with others and with God.

Relationships are very important to us and during the holidays we will be renewing relationships with family and friends. We
experience family and friends through our bodies. Using our five senses, we can enjoy one another through our church and
family traditions like the créche scene, our Christmas cards, our singing and singing Christmas carols, and our eating Christ-
mas desserts. But each day we are invited to develop a stronger relationship with God by considering how what are bodies
do gives meaning to the proclamation, “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

PLEASE REMEMBER
The Church of St. Matthew in a charitable will, trust, or gift annuity.

Cover art ©OLiturgical Publications



MASS INTENTIONS
News and Events Saturday, December 23
4:00 pm Joseph Karas, Sr.T
Joseph Karas, Jr.+
THE BELLS AT ST. MATTHEW Sunday, December 24

On December 24th the Bells will ring in memory of Eleanor Bisciglia. On 10:00 am Our Parish
Katie Rosas

December 28th the Bells will ring to celebrate Aaron Andrew’s 16th
. Monday, December 25
birthday. 8:00 am The Children of Our Parish
Wednesday, December 27
END -OF-THE-YEAR-GIVING 8:(_)0 am  William & Mabel Keenant
There are benefits to making stock donation or direct transfer to the Friday, December 29
church. 8:00 am David Andrews

Saturday, December 30
4:00 pm  Arthur MinusT

If you make a direct transfer from your IRA to Saint Matthew's, you get to Sunday, December 31

count that money toward your required minimum distribution — but 10:00 am Our Parish
because it's not actually distributed to you, it won’t increase your adjusted Wallace Borgan+
gross income. This option is particularly beneficial if you don’t itemize CALENDAR OF EVENTS
deductions on your tax return. Saturday, December 23
4:00 pm Mass
Gifts of stock can provide you with DOUBLE TAX BENEFITS. First, you Sunday, December 24 Christmas Eve
may be able to claim a charitable contribution donation in the amount of 9:00 am Choir Practice

10:00 am Mass
4:00 pm Mass
Monday, December 25 Christmas Day

the current market value of the stock (original cost plus any increase in
value). Second, you avoid paying taxes on the appreciated value of the

donated stock. 10:00 am
] ] ) ] ) Tuesday, Dec. 26-Friday, Dec. 29
Please call the parish office and talk with John Riehle if you need help. 5:00 - 6:00 pm Loaves & Fishes
Wednesday, December 27 o
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN 8:00 am - 5:30 pm St. Mary’s Clinic PC

Thursday, December 28
Friday, December 29
Saturday, December 30

After the New Year, St. Matthew would like to offer the Liturgy of the Word
for Children to children ages 3 to 7 during the 10:00 am Sunday Mass.

Children would go with a teacher to the chapel where age appropriate 4:00 pm Mass
learning activities focused on the Sunday Gospel take place. Adults are Sunday, December 31 Holy Family of Jesus,
needed to teach and older students (grades 6 and up) are Mary and Joseph

needed as helpers. We hope to offer this from January to May.  cpiidren’s corner  10:00 am Mass
If there are enough volunteers and families with children

who prefer the Saturday 4:00 pm Mass, the faith formation w

program can be offered at that time as well. If you would e
like to volunteer or want more information, contact Janelle 45 H :

Rohr by email (Janelle@st-matts.org) or by phone 651-457-  ;F M erry Little Christmas
3522.
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H CHILDREN JINGLE SHINING
Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph on Sunday, pivysieas oy e
December 31, it is not a holy day of obligation this year. DING DONG JOYFUL THANKFUL
Mass will not be celebrated at the Church of St. Matthew. | FAMILY HGHTS R (4
encourage all of us to participate in the World Day of Prayer a2

for Peace by spending our time in peace with family and
friends.
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488 Humboldt Ave.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55107
(651) 767-9333
Funerals with casket
starting at $3,595
Cremation with service

Simple “Craditions
FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
v BRADSHAW

Simpletraditions.com

®
€C 3 _crecrric company

For All Your Residential
& Commercial Wiring Needs
651-451-2238
777 N. Concord ¢ S. St. Paul, MN 55075
Celebrating 65 Years

¢Necesita ayuda? ¢ Conoce a alguien que
la necesita? jEstamos cerca de usted!

- Asesoramiento profesional. N
-iGratis! No se necesita Walkflrl
tarjeta del seguro de salud. im:lm ?rgter
612:870.0565
- Puede permanecer 179 Robie Street E

en el anonimato. St. Paul, MN 55107

Cerenity st

SENIOR C\Rl

Humboldt

starting at $1,895
Sunday

Boca
Brunch

RESTAURANTE Buffet
10am-2:00pm
11 Cesar Chavez St.
651-222-8499

SIMON’S
APPLIANCE

Maytag ® Whirlpool » Amana e KitchenAid

Sales & Service

651-455-0189

Peter A. Simon ¢ John E. Simon

7090 Cahill Ave. E., Inver Grove Hots

Phone 457-2909

KELLERWILLIAMS
: PREMIER REALTY
Obteniendo los resultados que usted merece.

Elizabeth R. Natson,
@ Bilingual REALTOR® Bl
Asesor en Bienes Raices
Comercial y Residencial
612.300.8001 / 787.565.7832

lisarwatson@kw.com

* Assisted Living ¢ Transitional Care
« Skilled Nursing ~ * Memory Care
514 Humboldt Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55107
651-220-1700

www.CerenitySeniorCare.org =Y

ACADEMIA

¢
CEsAR caaVEl

Tuition Free / Gratuita

The Providing Free,

Philomena Safe Housing
House

% For Homeless
Pregnant Women
We are seeking prayers and volunteers to
assist at our St. Paul home.
Please contact us to learn more.
www.PhilomenaHouse.org | 651.334.5913

Pre-K — 8" Grade

Enroll Today! / Inscribete Hoy
1801 LaCrosse Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55119
651-778-2940

www.cesarchavezschool.com

Carpenters: For Fral

Solid LLC

Is A Carpentry Subcontracting Labor Solutions Co. ¢ Positions available & Now hiring!!

Applications can be found on line @ www.gottabesolid.com

To make an appointment: 612-919-7070

Solid LLC is a West St. Paul based company

ming, Millwork & Trim
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<Academic Excellence
<A Global Perspective
<Bible-Based

<-Family Environment

West St. Paul StCroixLutheran.org

Invest in your future. Become debt-free.
Buy a home. Avoid foreclosure.

NeDA provides quality and
trustworthy housing and financial
counseling services in person or

e by telephone.
call 651-292-0131 or e-mail us at

info@nedahome.org

@ Trojack Law Office, P.A.

* Wills * Guardianships

* Trusts * Conservatorships
* Probate * Powers of Attorney
« Estate Planning * Health Care
Directives

Granite Countertops

Filiberto Morales
Owner

651.242.9261

MEASUREMENT PROS

13501 Balsam Ln. N #130, Dayton, MN.
Wwww.measurementprosmn.com
measurementpros@gmail.com

Helping Pregnant
Women Since 1976

Life Care Center

1140 S. Robert St.
West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-457-1195

We offer tailor-made, client-focused,
estate planning and related services
from a Catholic perspective.

Trojack Law Office, P.A.

1549 Livingston Ave., Ste. 101
W. St. Paul, MN 55118

Call to attend complimentary workshops!

EdinaRealty.

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate
Kevin O'Brien, Realtor
c. 651-206-2820

KevinOBrien@edinarealty.com

BILINGUAL

‘ 'Za/fli'd'iVar

www.guidingstarwakota.org

651.451.9696 * www.TrojackLaw.com

esperanzazaldivarl 6@gmail.com
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(651) 455-6833
1304 S Robert St. e West St. Paul, MN

20% OFF Main Dish (st. paut, oniy)

N Bauer Fioor
53| Covermg Inc

We Specialize In
Vinyl Flooring * Carpeting * Ceramic Tile
Hardwood & Laminate Floors
Granite, Cambria, Silestone &
Laminate Countertops, Cabinets
You Will Pay for the Installation...
But Our Personalized Service is FREE
FREE In-Home Estimates
www.bauerfloorcovering.com
525 Southview Blvd.

651-451-6437

Call Us Today & Let Us Show You
the Bauer Floor Covering
Difference!!

ADVERTI

Ms. Kristine J. Zajac, Attorney

Zajac Law Firm
1025 Grain Exchange Main Bulldlng
400 Fourth Street South L
Minneapolis, MN 55415
(612) 789-2300
www.zajaclawfirm.com

f B

Se habla espaiiol

SE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

Contact Jessi Sallenbach to place an ad today!
jsallenbach@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2533

Carniceria, Abarrotes, Panaderia,
Deli, Restaurant y Bar.
Abierfos 7am Diario!
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elburritomércado.com
175 Cesar Chavez Street, St. Paul, MN

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
Steven J. Stremski, Agent

1560 Livingston Ave., Suite 101
West St. Paul

(651) 457-6348 » (877) 221-0346
www.stevestremski.com

e « Servicios Médicos y Dentales
- Persona Profesional Bilingiie
'/gf"& P < Servfolos Eoonomigos lmsqaﬂas en
West Side 970y arios por 1a tarde y sabados
Community nuuh ServicesFarmacia en la clinica
estras direcciones son:
La Clinica
153 Cesar Chavez St., St. Paul
East Side Family Clinic
(servicios médicos y dentales)
895 E. 7th Street, St. Paul
McDonough Homes Clinic
1544 Timberlake Rd., St. Paul
West Side Dentai Clinic
478 S. Robert St., St. Paul
i{Haga una cita hoy! Llame al 651-602-7500

’ { S
Pace s~ E
f___Sinclair__J
e &

Seruice C

We specialize in professional Rel Sacgohgr?gl;gf"
bumper to bumper auto care st s, Paul, MN 55118
& repairs on foreign and 651-455-0048 » 651-457-3335
ic cars & trucks. paces-service-center.com

/£ JLOGISTICS

Alter River Terminal - St. Paul

781 Barge Channel Rd.
St. Paul, MN 55107

[651] 222-2751

www.alterlogistics.com

lING

Serving all your metal recycling needs.

801 Barge Channel Road
St. Paul, MN 55107

651.222.2751

781 & 801 Barge Channel Rd, St Paul, MN
(1/2 mile South of OLG)

www.altermetalrecycling.com

catholicmatch’
Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

KLECATSKY & SONS
Funeral Chapels
FUNERAL*MEMORIAL* CREMATION

www.Klecatskys.com

651.451.1551

Where your funeral is built on faith
& personalized with elements
that reflect your life.

Open Sat. & Sun.
For Breakfast
9am-2pm

& Bloody Mary Bar
10am-2pm

Biggest screen TV's south of the river!

Theisen Escobar Agency

Sirviendo a la Comunidad con Seguros y Servi-
cios Financieros

Agentes Profesionales Krystell & Benjamin

651-454-6744

LITURGICAL
PUBLICATIONS

4625 Nicols Rd. Eagan 55123

Rodriguez
Auto Sei

==t

TWIN CITY REFUSE
AND RECYCLING

319 Water St W « St Paul, MN 55107

992 S Robert St #100 ?a io, ”0 dnguez www.twincityrefuse.com
Weﬁ},ffg‘?] fguL 3 6?'7.227.6298 = On call roll off boxes & dump site éggg:am\ggf;f Dr [Ste. 470
dg_inm / ) TN
651-204-0620 || 411 Wabasha St. S., St. Paul, MN 551%71 651-227-1549 L Mo

VP of Mortgage Lending

651.442.6218 cell
651.472.5820 fax

651.689.0597 direct .

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Guadalupe & St. Matthew, St Paul, MN.

A 4C 02-0202



