
!

Parish Staff!
All emails are !
@st�matts.org!
Rev. Robert Kelly, OP, Parochial Administrator!
frbobkellyop!
Deacon John Murphy!
Deacon Gregg Sroder!
Sister Anne Becker, Pastoral Ministry!
srannebecker!
Jill Kilzer, Music Ministry!
jillkilzer !
Steve Kowal, Maintenance Engineer!
skowal!
John Riehle, Administrator!
jriehle!
Linda Rivera, Parish Secretary!
lrivera!
!

Church  � 510 Hall Avenue     !
Parish Center  � 490 Hall Avenue!
St. Paul, MN 55107 !
651�224�9793!
Fax 651.222.2688!
Website: st�matts.org!
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/churchofstmatthew!

Office Hours!
Monday � Thursday  9:00 a.m. � 4:00 p.m.!
Friday 9:00 a.m. � 1:00 p.m.!
!

Sacraments !
Please contact the Parish Office regarding Baptism, 
Marriage, First Commuinon and Confirmation 
information. !
!!

Bulletin!
Announcements are due on Monday by 10:00 a.m. for 
the next Sunday’s bulletin. Items received after 10:00 
a.m. will appear in the following week’s bulletin. !

Liturgy Schedule!
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 a.m. !
Saturday � 4:00 p.m.  !
Sunday � 10:00 a.m. !
!!

Reconciliation !
Saturday 3:00 p.m. � 3:40 p.m.  !
and by appointment!

!

Prayer Line!

Hope 651.457.0228     Cathy 651.455.5473!

!

!

Readings for the Week of December 17, 2017!
Sunday: Is 61:1�2a, 10�11/Lk 1:46�48, 49�50, 53�54 [Is 
61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16�24/Jn 1:6�8, 19�28!
Monday: Jer 23:5�8/Ps 72:1�2, 12�13, 18�19 [cf. 7]/Mt 
1:18�25!
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2�7, 24�25a/Ps 71:3�4a, 5�6ab, 16�17 
[cf. 8]/Lk 1:5�25!
Wednesday: Is 7:10�14/Ps 24:1�2, 3�4ab, 5�6 [cf. 7c 
and 10b]/Lk 1:26�38!
Thursday: Sg 2:8�14 or Zep 3:14�18a/Ps 33:2�3, 11�12, 
20�21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39�45!
Friday: 1 Sm 1:24�28/1 Sm 2:1, 4�5, 6�7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]/
Lk 1:46�56!
Saturday: Mal 3:1�4, 23�24/Ps 25:4�5ab, 8�9, 10 and 14 
[cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57�66!
!

December 17, 2017!

Third Sunday of Advent!



!

◊ !
!

In the Western Church, the Third Sunday of Advent is sometimes called by its Latin 
name, Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete means “to be joyful” and “to rejoice.” On Gaudete 
Sunday, our rejoicing is most often symbolized by lighting a rose!colored candle on 
the Advent wreath.  The color rose is made when the color white is added to purple. 
Rose symbolizes that Christ, the Light of the World, is getting closer and dispersing 
the darkness with light but is not yet here.  Because we still await the coming of our 
Savior, our joy is like a seed that is content to remain unobtrusive as it delicately de-
velops deep within us. Our rejoicing is very much like a child developing within a 
woman’s womb. A woman knows when she is pregnant and she patiently waits in 
contemplation not knowing what to expect but quietly telling others that great things 

are happening for her. The importance of knowing that we are pregnant with joy as we await the coming 
of Christ on Christmas is what today’s scripture passages attempt to describe.  �

In the first reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the spirit of the prophet is overjoyed with the re-
alization that he is the one God has chosen to bring the good news that God’s light will shine on Israel 
and justice and peace will flourish. He foresees the coming of the Messiah ushering in a new era. “As 
the earth brings forth its plants, and garden makes its growth spring up, so will the Lord God make jus-
tice and praise spring up before all the nations.”  �

In the Gospel of John, the rejoicing spirit developing deep within John the Baptist is expressed in his 
testimony, “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, make straight the way of the Lord.”  This wit-
nessing is not a grief!stricken cry. It is a direct statement of jubilation springing up from within John to 
proclaim the coming of Christ.�

We may be surprised by our insight that we too are chosen, like the prophets Isaiah and John the Bap-
tist, to receive the seed of joy that God plants in us. At our baptism, we unknowingly say “Yes” and the 
life of God begins its course of gestation. We become the ground out of which the incarnate God flow-
ers in the world. Divinity is awaiting entry into human history at the threshold of our own heart’s door.   �

I believe that the challenge for us today is to realize that when one is pregnant, one is always pregnant. 
We wake up in the morning, move through the day, work, play, eat, love and sleep pregnant.  We can-
not put it aside, take a vacation from it, and come back to it later. The fact that we are pregnant pursues 
us and comes to affect everything we do. This means that while the joy developing within us is ex-
pressed in what we say and what we do, ultimately joy is who we are. It is this joy that has us sending 
Christmas cards, purchasing and making Christmas gifts, decorating our homes, baking cookies, sing-
ing in or along with the Christmas choir and so on and so on during the holiday season.  During the rest 
of the year, our joy prompts us to overlook the irritations of life and to create the joys of life for ourselves 
and for others.   �

St. Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preacher, is described in the documents for his canonization as 
a joyful friar who taught his followers to praise, to bless, to preach. Proclaiming and preaching the Word 
following prayer and study was a value he imparted by his example. He taught his friars the art of 
reaching the hearts of others by animating them with a love for humankind. Once, after delivering a stir-
ring sermon, he was asked in what book he had studied it. "In none," he answered, "but that of love." If 
we are pregnant with the joy of God, we are the place of Advent watching; we are the place of Advent 
waiting. We are the womb through whose pulsing life God is born. �

!

Because the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God on�January 1, falls�on Monday�following the 
Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph on�Sunday, December 31, it is not a holy day of obli-
gation this year. Mass will not be celebrated at the Church of St. Matthew. I encourage all of us to par-
ticipate in the World Day of Prayer for Peace by spending our time in peace with family and friends. ���� �

!

!

!

PREGNANT WITH JOY! !



!

News and Events!
!

THE BELLS AT ST. MATTHEW!

On December 21st the Bells will ring to celebrate Sandra Saucedo’s birthday. On 

December 23rd the Bells will ring in memory of Mae Gonswoski.!

!

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN!

After the New Year, St. Matthew would like to offer the Liturgy of the Word for 
Children to children ages 3 to 7 during the 10:00 am Sunday Mass. Children 
would go with a teacher to the chapel where age appropriate learning activities 
focused on the Sunday Gospel take place. Adults are needed to teach and older 
students (grades 6 and up) are needed as helpers. We hope to offer this from 
January to May. If there are enough volunteers and families with children who 
prefer the Saturday 4:00 pm Mass, the faith formation program can be offered at 
that time as well. If you would like to volunteer or want more information, contact 
Janelle Rohr by email (Janelle@st�matts.org) or by phone 651�457�3522.!
!

PERKINS FUND RAISER � ENDS SOON !

The Perkins Pie Fund Raiser ends on Thursday, December 
22nd.  If you are going to be the guest for dinner at family or 
friend’s for Christmas, be kind to the hostess and bring along a 
delicious Perkins pie.  You can’t go wrong with a fabulous 
Homestyle Apple Pie, or  comforting Pumpkin Pie and who 
doesn’t love Chocolate French Silk? Staying home for 
Christmas? Be nice to yourself and order your Christmas dinner pies today. 
Orders are being take at the Scrip table after Mass today.  Or you can bring your 
order form to the parish center by noon on December 22nd. !

MASS INTENTIONS !
Saturday, December 16!
4:00 pm    David Andrews! 
Sunday, December 17!
10:00 am  Our Parish  !
! ! !Mark Bidon!!
Monday, December 18!
8:00 am     Pam, Robert J. Sr, & !
! !   Lucille Stickler!!
Wednesday, December 20!
8:00 am     George Gubash! 
Friday, December 22!
8:00 am    Arthur Geis!!
Saturday, December 23!
4:00 pm    Joseph Karas, Sr.! 
  Joseph Karas, Jr.! 
Sunday, December 24!
10:00 am  Our Parish  !
! ! !Katie Rosas!!
CALENDAR OF EVENTS !
Saturday, December 16 Food Collection !
2:30 pm  Altar Server Training!
4:00 pm Mass !
Sunday, December 17 Food Collection!
9:00 am Choir Practice!
10:00 am Mass  !
11:00 am Coffee Sunday SH!

Monday Dec 18� Friday � Dec. 22!
5:00�6:00 pm Loaves & Fishes SH!

Monday, December 18!
12:00 � 5:00 pm St. Mary’s Clinic !
Tuesday, December 19 !
1:00 pm St. Mary’s Clinic Mediation!
Wednesday, December 20!
8:00 am � 5:30 pm St. Mary’s Clinic PC!

Thursday, December 21!
Friday, December 22!
Saturday, December 23!
4:00 pm Mass !
Sunday, December 24 Christmas Eve!
 9:00 am Choir Practice!
10:00 am Mass  !
4:00 pm Mass!
Monday, December 25 Christmas Day!
10:00 am Mass!

Cover art ©Liturgical Publica2ons!
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PLEASE REMEMBER!

The Church of St. Matthew in a charitable will, trust, 

or gift annuity. !

Children’s Corner!

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS ! 12�10�17! ! !

Parish! ! ! !

Envelopes/Cash! $3,511! School! $80.37!

Electronic Giving! $1,096! ! !

Vigil Lights! $28.50! ! !

Holyday! $317! ! !

Mass Intentions! $84! ! !

Rent! $5,200! ! !

Religious Retirement! $581! ! !

Insurance Title! $350! ! !

Goodin Refund! $147.29! ! !

Christmas Environment! $135! ! !

! ! ! !

! ! ! !

Total! $11,449.79! ! $80.37!

! ! ! !

Thank You!! ! ! !

! ! ! !
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(651) 455-6833
1304 S Robert St. • West St. Paul, MN

20% OFF Main Dish (St. Paul, only)

¿Necesita ayuda? ¿Conoce a alguien que 
la necesita? ¡Estamos cerca de usted!

- Asesoramiento profesional.

-¡Gratis! No se necesita 

  tarjeta del seguro de salud.

- Puede permanecer 

  en el anonimato.

www.walkin.org
612-870-0565

179 Robie Street E
St. Paul, MN 55107

Tuition Free / Gratuita 

Pre-K – 8th Grade

Enroll Today! / Inscribete Hoy 
1801 LaCrosse Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55119 

651-778-2940 

www.cesarchavezschool.com

Helping Pregnant 
Women Since 1976

1140 S. Robert St. 
West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-457-1195
www.guidingstarwakota.org

Help
Wome

1140
West St.

 

984 S. Smith Ave.   
W. St. Paul 

Phone 457-2909

98989898989898984 4 4 S. Smith Ave

We are seeking prayers and volunteers to 

assist at our St. Paul home. 

 Please contact us to learn more. 
www.PhilomenaHouse.org   |   651•334•5913

Providing Free, 

Safe Housing 

For Homeless 

Pregnant Women

Invest in your future. Become debt-free. 
Buy a home. Avoid foreclosure.

NeDA provides quality and 

trustworthy housing and "nancial 

counseling services in person or 

by telephone.

Call 651-292-0131 or e-mail us at 
info@nedahome.org

Obteniendo los resultados que usted merece.

Elizabeth R. Watson, 
Bilingual REALTOR® 

Asesor en Bienes Raíces 
Comercial y Residencial

612.300.8001  /  787.565.7832 

lisarwatson@kw.com

Obteniendo los resultados que usted merece.

488 Humboldt Ave. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55107

(651) 767-9333
Funerals with casket  

starting at $3,595 

Cremation with service  
starting at $1,895 Simpletraditions.com

For All Your Residential 
& Commercial Wiring Needs

651-451-2238 
777 N. Concord • S. St. Paul, MN 55075 

Celebrating 65 Years
    • Assisted Living     • Transitional Care 

    • Skilled Nursing    • Memory Care 

514 Humboldt Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55107

651-220-1700
www.CerenitySeniorCare.org

Sunday 
Brunch 
Buffet

10am-2:00pm

11 Cesar Chavez St.
651-222-8499

S SIMON’S 
APPLIANCE

Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • KitchenAid

Sales & Service

651-455-0189
Peter A. Simon • John E. Simon

7090 Cahill Ave. E., Inver Grove Hgts

Academic Excellence 

A Global Perspective
Bible-Based  

Family Environment

West St. Paul StCroixLutheran.org

Trojack Law Office, P.A. 

1549 Livingston Ave., Ste. 101 
W. St. Paul, MN 55118 

Call to attend complimentary workshops!

651.451.9696 • www.TrojackLaw.com

Trojack Law Of"ce, P.A.

• Wills  • Guardianships 

• Trusts  • Conservatorships 

• Probate • Powers of Attorney 

• Estate Planning • Health Care 

Directives

We offer tailor-made, client-focused,  

estate planning and related services  

from a Catholic perspective.

Kevin O’Brien, Realtor

c. 651-206-2820

KevinOBrien@edinarealty.com

Carniceria, Abarrotes, Panaderia, 
Deli, Restaurant y Bar.
Abiertos 7am Diario!

elburritomercado.com
175 Cesar Chavez Street, St. Paul, MN

elburritomercado.com

We Specialize In

Vinyl Flooring • Carpeting • Ceramic Tile 
Hardwood & Laminate Floors
Granite, Cambria, Silestone & 

Laminate Countertops, Cabinets 
You Will Pay for the Installation... 

But Our Personalized Service is FREE 

FREE In-Home Estimates 
 

www.bauerfloorcovering.com 

525 Southview Blvd. 
 651-451-6437 

Call Us Today & Let Us Show You  
the Bauer Floor Covering 

Difference!!

• Servicios Médicos y Dentales
• Persona Profesional Bilingüe
• Servicios Económicos basados en 
Ingreso

Nuestras direcciones son: 
La Clinica 

153 Cesar Chavez St., St. Paul
East Side Family Clinic 

(servicios médicos y dentales)  

895 E. 7th Street, St. Paul
McDonough Homes Clinic 

1544 Timberlake Rd., St. Paul
West Side Dental Clinic 
478 S. Robert St., St. Paul 

¡Haga una cita hoy! Llame al 651-602-7500

• Servicios 
• Persona Pr
• Servicios 
• Persona Pr• Persona Pr

Ingreso
Horarios por la tarde y sabados 
Farmacia en la clinica

Ken Pace - Bob Pace
1247 So. Robert Street
West St. Paul, MN 55118
651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935
paces-service-center.com

Ken Pace - B

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

Theisen Escobar Agency
Sirviendo a la Comunidad con Seguros y Servi-
cios Financieros
Agentes Profesionales Krystell & Benjamin

992 S Robert St #100

West Saint Paul, 
MN 55118

651-204-0620

Rodriguez 
Auto Services

Sergio Rodriguez 
Owner

651-227-6298
411 Wabasha St. S., St. Paul, MN 55107

 
 

www.Klecatskys.com 

651.451.1551

Where your funeral is built on faith 

 & personalized with elements  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Steven J. Stremski, Agent

1560 Livingston Ave., Suite 101 

 West St. Paul

(651) 457-6348 • (877) 221-0346 

  www.stevestremski.com

781 & 801 Barge Channel Rd, St Paul, MN 
(1/2 mile South of OLG)

Alter River Terminal - St. Paul

781 Barge Channel Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55107

[651] 222-2751

www.alterlogistics.com

Serving all your metal recycling needs.

801 Barge Channel Road 

St. Paul, MN 55107

651.222.2751

www.altermetalrecycling.com

Solid LLC
Is A Carpentry Subcontracting Labor Solutions Co. • Positions available & Now hiring!!

Carpenters: For Framing, Millwork & Trim
Applications can be found on line @ www.gottabesolid.com

To make an appointment: 612-919-7070
Solid LLC is a West St. Paul based company

App

Ms. Kristine J. Zajac, Attorney

Zajac Law Firm
1025 Grain Exchange Main Building

400 Fourth Street South 
Minneapolis, MN 55415

(612) 789-2300 
www.zajaclawfirm.com

Se habla españolSe hSe hSe hablaablaabla españolañolañol

Open Sat. & Sun. 
For Breakfast  

9am-2pm  
& Bloody Mary Bar  

10am-2pm

Biggest screen TV’s south of the river! 

4625 Nicols Rd. Eagan 55123  

651-454-6744

ALEXANDRA NELSON
VP of Mortgage Lending
651.689.0597 direct
651.442.6218 cell
651.472.5820 fax

anelson@perlmortgage.com
perlmortgage.com/anelson

2600 Eagan Woods Dr. | Ste. 470
Eagan, MN 55121
NMLS #:340496:MN-
MLO-340496

Contact Jessi Sallenbach to place an ad today! 

jsallenbach@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2533

T W I N C I T Y R E F U S E  
A N D R E C Y C L I N G

319 Water St W • St Paul, MN 55107

www.twincityrefuse.com

On call roll off boxes & dump site 

651-227-1549

(612) 267-3107

esperanzazaldivar16@gmail.com

REALTOR®

BILINGUAL


