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Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sacraments

Please contact the Parish Office regarding Baptism,
Marriage, First Commuinon and Confirmation
information.

Bulletin

Announcements are due on Monday by 10:00 a.m. for
the next Sunday’s bulletin. /fems received after 10:00
a.m. will appear in the following week’s bulletin.

Liturgy Schedule

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 a.m.
Saturday - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00 p.m. - 3:40 p.m.
and by appointment

Prayer Line
Hope 651.457.0228 Cathy 651.455.5473

Readings for the Week of December 10, 2017
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2
Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is
35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt
13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 [1]/
Mt 11:28-30

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab
[8YMt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt
11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-
19 [4)/Mt 17:9a, 10-13




PREPARE THE WAY!

Advent is a time of waiting, listening, holding back, and watching the beauty of both
the day and the night take place. It can be a good time for spiritual reflection by asking
ourselves important questions like: “How am | different this year than | was last year?”
“What has changed within me?” “What has changed around me?” “What seems to be
the same?” “How do | need Christ in my life and my world this year?” But let’s be re-
= al! Advent is also a time of preparing for Christmas. This year the Fourth Sunday of
Advent is also Christmas Eve which shortens our preparation time for Christmas all

the more.
The gospel reading this weekend points out to us that the struggle to prepare for the

coming of the Messiah while being overwhelmed by the hustle and bustle of our world
is not new. While the introduction for John the Baptist’'s proclamation “To prepare the way of the Lord”
appears to be set against a background of peace and tranquility, we know from history that the Roman
Empire had gained control over the lands that border the Mediterranean Sea. There was an enormous
and complex system of business and finance dominated by international trade, an enforced system of
taxation, and large bodies of slave labor. There was a diverse assortment of ethnic peoples, high gov-
ernment and religious officials, merchants, small business people, slaves, and minorities who were the
poorest of the poor.

The writer of Mark’s Gospel solemnly declares that God chooses to intervene at this moment in history
with all its complexities and challenges by quoting the Prophet Isaiah, “Behold | am sending my mes-
senger ahead of you: he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

A question that comes from the age-old struggle to keep Advent while preparing for Christmas is: “How
do we wait and watch for God in the busyness of our Christmas preparation?” | believe that we have to
calmly and consciously accept the reality of the Christmas rush but at the same time cultivate a sepa-
rate preparation for the coming of the Messiah. This cultivation means being attentive not only to the
beautiful and colorful Christmas lights but also to the women and men, often from third world countries,
who manufactured the lights. It means being attentive to not only the ringing of the Salvation Army bells
but also the volunteers who are ringing the bells often in damp, cold and unpleasant winter weather. It
means being appreciative of people whose effort and time have prepared various holiday festivities. It
means being attentive to our own emotional make-up that motivates us to be watchful in the first place.

| believe this reflective approach is in sharp contrast to the noisy busyness of the world’s preparation for
Christmas. It needs to be practiced and developed like learning to play a musical instrument, to use a
sewing machine, or to master a computer program. | believe we need to grasp the urgency in today’s
gospel reading. It is time to get ready. There is work to be done, paths to be straightened, valleys to be
filled, mountains and hills to be laid low so that what is inside us is as important as what is under our
Christmas tree.

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN

After the New Year, St. Matthew would like to offer the Liturgy of the Word for Children to children ages 3 to 7 during the
10:00 am Sunday Mass. Children would go with a teacher to the chapel where age appropriate learning activities focused on
the Sunday Gospel take place. Adults are needed to teach and older students (grades 6 and up) are needed as helpers. We
hope to offer this from January to May. If there are enough volunteers and families with children who prefer the Saturday
4:00 pm Mass, the faith formation program can be offered at that time as well. If you would like to volunteer or want more
information, contact Janelle Rohr by email (Janelle@st-matts.org) or by phone 651-457-3522.




News and Events

THE BELLS AT ST. MATTHEW

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 9

4:00 pm Ronald Crawford, Marina & Raymond
GalepT

Sunday, December 10

On December 10th the Bells will ring in memory of Sarah & George Gubash. 10:00 am Our Parish

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Vern Achmand
Monday, December 11
8:00 am Lloyd Baker, Jr.

Students in grades 4 to 7 are invited to be altar servers. We will be training Special Intention
students on SATURDAY, December 16, at 2:30 pm. Meet inside the church for Wednesday, December 13
training from experienced servers and a sacristan who helps prepare the items 8:00 am Gerry Garvey+

used for celebrating Mass.

Friday, December 15
8:00 am John & Carol Murphy

RSVP to Janelle@st-matts.org. In your RSVP, include a parent's phone number Special Intention

and/or email address. Altar servers are scheduled for the Mass their family Saturday, December 16

usually attend (4 PM Saturday or 10 AM Sunday). Being an altar server is a great

4:00 pm David Andrews
Sunday, December 17

way for you to participate in the Mass and to be of service to our church 10:00 am Our Parish

community. Come to the training to find out more!

FAITH FORMATION ADVENT SERVICE

Wednesday, December 13, is our last Faith Formation class before Christmas and 1:00 pm Liturgy Meeting PC
the New Year, and we will celebrate with a prayer service honoring Our Lady of ~ 1-4:00 pm Christmas Tea, Boutique & Bake Sale

Guadalupe (feast day, December 12). Students should come to their Parish
Center classroom at 6:30 pm. They will go with their teacher to church for the 7:00

Mark Bidondr
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, December 9

4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, December 10
9:00 am Choir Practice

pm service and can be picked up from church at 7:45 pm. Parents/guardians and  40.00 am Mass
parishioners are welcome to come to the prayer service, too. We will be collecting  9:00 am - 1:00 pm Breakfast with Santa &
food for the needy, so please bring along a nonperishable food item. The food will Bake Sale

go to Neighborhood House.

MEN’S CLUB SILENT AUCTION s
Wednesday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. viewing, 7:30 p.m. auction. The 12:00 - 5:00 pm St. Mary’s Clinic

proceeds from this auction are used to assist St. Matthew’s and COS families
during the Christmas season. A portion is also sent to the School Sisters of Notre
Dame retirement fund. Auction donations - bring to the St. Matthew’s Scrip table

on Saturday 12/9 or call Tim at 612.26.9471.

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 12-03-17

Parish

Envelopes/Cash
Electronic Giving

Vigil Lights

Holyday

Mass Intentions

Rosary Reimbursement
Religious Retirement
Oktoberfest Ad Donation
Faith Formation
Catholic Appeal

Rent

Christmas Environment
Wolfgang Concert
Mass Stipend

Total

Thank You!

PLEASE REMEMBER

The Church of St. Matthew in a charitable will, trust,

or gift annuity.

$4,259 School
$202
$28
$167
$21
$449
$2
$115
$35
$25
$450
$240
$10
$200
$6,228

$259

$259

Cover art ©OLiturgical Publications

Monday Dec 11- Friday - Dec. 15
5:00-6:00 pm Loaves & Fishes SH
Monday, December 11

Tuesday, December 12 - Feast of Our Lady
Of Guadalupe

6:45 pm Rosary Meeting SH

Wednesday, December 13

8:00 am - 5:30 pm St. Mary’s Clinic PC
6:30 pm Faith Formation Classes

7:00 pm Advent Service C

7:00 pm Men’s Club Silent Auction SH
Thursday, December 14

Friday, December 15

Saturday, December 16 Food Collection
4:00 pm Mass

Sunday, December 17 Food Collection
9:00 am Choir Practice

Children’s Corner 10:00 am Mass

11:00 am Coffee Sunday SH
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488 Humboldt Ave.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55107
(651) 767-9333
Funerals with casket
starting at $3,595
Cremation with service

Sinple “Cvaditions

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
v BRADSHAW

Simpletraditions.com

3
- €C 3 _crecrric company

For All Your Residential
& Commercial Wiring Needs
651-451-2238
777 N. Concord ¢ S. St. Paul, MN 55075
Celebrating 65 Years

¢Necesita ayuda? ¢ Conoce a alguien que
la necesita? jEstamos cerca de usted!

- Asesoramiento profesional. N
-iGratis! No se necesita Walkflrl
tarjeta del seguro de salud. im:lm ?rgter
612:870.0565
- Puede permanecer 179 Robie Street E

en el anonimato. St. Paul, MN 55107

starting at $1,895
Sunday

Boca
Brunch
RESTAURANTE B uffet
10am-2:00pm

11 Cesar Chavez St.
651-222-8499

Phone 457-2909

SIMON’S
APPLIANCE

Maytag ® Whirlpool » Amana e KitchenAid

Sales & Service

651-455-0189

Peter A. Simon ¢ John E. Simon

7090 Cahill Ave. E., Inver Grove Hots

KELLERWILLIAMS
: PREMIER REALTY
Obteniendo los resultados que usted merece.

Elizabeth R. Natson,
@ Bilingual REALTOR® Bl
Asesor en Bienes Raices
Comercial y Residencial
612.300.8001 / 787.565.7832

lisarwatson@kw.com

Cerenity st

SENIOR C\Rl

Humboldt

* Assisted Living ¢ Transitional Care
« Skilled Nursing ~ * Memory Care
514 Humboldt Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55107
651-220-1700

www.CerenitySeniorCare.org =Y

The Providing Free,

Philomena Safe Housing
House

For Homeless

%
Pregnant Women

We are seeking prayers and volunteers to
assist at our St. Paul home.

Please contact us to learn more.
www.PhilomenaHouse.org | 651.334.5913

ACADEMIA

¢
CEsAR caaVEl

Tuition Free / Gratuita
Pre-K — 8" Grade

Enroll Today! / Inscribete Hoy
1801 LaCrosse Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55119
651-778-2940

www.cesarchavezschool.com

Solid LLC

Is A Carpentry Subcontracting Labor Solutions Co. ¢ Positions available & Now hiring!!
Carpenters: For Framing, Millwork & Trim

Applications can be found on line @ www.gottabesolid.com

To make an appointment: 612-919-7070

Solid LLC is a West St. Paul based company
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<Academic Excellence
<A Global Perspective
<Bible-Based
<-Family Environment
West St. Paul StCroixLutheran.org

Invest in your future. Become debt-free.
Buy a home. Avoid foreclosure.

NeDA provides quality and
trustworthy housing and financial
counseling services in person or

by telephone.

call 651-292-0131 or e-mail us at

info@nedahome.org

AUTHORIZED
DEALER

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
CALL NOW! 1-888-891-6806

{)

HOME SECURITY TEAM

Helping Pregnant
Women Since 1976

Life Care Center

1140 S. Robert St.
West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-457-1195

www.guidingstarwakota.org

Trojack Law Office, PA.

* Wills * Guardianships

* Trusts * Conservatorships
* Probate * Powers of Attorney
« Estate Planning * Health Care
Directives

We offer tailor-made, client-focused,
estate planning and related services
from a Catholic perspective.

Trojack Law Office, P.A.

1549 Livingston Ave., Ste. 101
W. St. Paul, MN 55118

Call to attend complimentary workshops!

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate
Kevin O'Brien, Realtor
c. 651-206-2820

KevinOBrien@edinarealty.com

651.451.9696 * www.TrojackLaw.com
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S,
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(651) 455-6833
1304 S Robert St. e West St. Paul, MN
20% OFF Main Dish (st. paut, oniy)

N Bauer Fioor
53| Covermg Inc

We Specialize In
Vinyl Flooring * Carpeting * Ceramic Tile
Hardwood & Laminate Floors
Granite, Cambria, Silestone &
Laminate Countertops, Cabinets
You Will Pay for the Installation...
But Our Personalized Service is FREE
FREE In-Home Estimates
www.bauerfloorcovering.com
525 Southview Blvd.

651-451-6437

Call Us Today & Let Us Show You
the Bauer Floor Covering
Difference!!

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Contact Jessi Sallenbach to place an ad today!
jsallenbach@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2533

Ms. Kristine J. Zajac, Attorney
Zajac Law Firm
1025 Grain Exchange Main Bulldlng
7

400 Fourth Street South
Minneapolis, MN 55415

(612) 789-2300

Se habla espaiiol

Carniceria, Abarrotes, Panaderia,
Deli, Restaurant y Bar.
Abierfos 7am Diario!

4}‘3’\ N \l\@/er %
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| AR
elburritomércado.com
175 Cesar Chavez Street, St. Paul, MN

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
Steven J. Stremski, Agent

1560 Livingston Ave., Suite 101
West St. Paul

(651) 457-6348 » (877) 221-0346
www.stevestremski.com

www.zajaclawfirm.com
« Servicios Médicos y Dentales

V= Persona Profesional Bilingiie
'/gf"& P < Servfolos Eoonomigos lmsqaﬂas en
West Side 970y arios por 1a tarde y sabados
Community nuuh ServicesFarmacia en la clinica
estras direcciones son:
La Clinica
153 Cesar Chavez St., St. Paul
East Side Family Clinic
(servicios médicos y dentales)
895 E. 7th Street, St. Paul
McDonough Homes Clinic
1544 Timberlake Rd., St. Paul
West Side Dentai Clinic
478 S. Robert St., St. Paul
i{Haga una cita hoy! Llame al 651-602-7500

g Sinclair _J
e &
Seraice C

en Pace - Bob Pace
We specialize in professional 0. Robert Street

bumper to bumper auto care st s, Paul, MN 55118
& repairs on foreign and 651-455-0048 o 651-457-3935
ic cars & trucks. paces-service-center.com

/£ JLOGISTICS

Alter River Terminal - St. Paul

781 Barge Channel Rd.
St. Paul, MN 55107

[651] 222-2751

www.alterlogistics.com

781 & 801 Barge Channel Rd, St Paul, MN
(1/2 mile South of OLG)

///A METAL RECYCUNG

Serving all your metal recycling needs.

801 Barge Channel Road
St. Paul, MN 55107

651.222.2751

www.altermetalrecycling.com

catholicmatch’
Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

KLECATSKY & SONS
Funeral Chapels
FUNERAL*MEMORIAL* CREMATION

www.Klecatskys.com

651.451.1551

Where your funeral is built on faith
& personalized with elements
that reflect your life.

Open Sat. & Sun.
For Breakfast
9am-2pm

& Bloody Mary Bar
10am-2pm

Biggest screen TV's south of the river!

651-454-6744

LITURGICAL
PUBLICATIONS

4625 Nicols Rd. Eagan 55123

Theisen Escobar Agency

Sirviendo a la Comunidad con Seguros y Servi-
cios Financieros
Agentes Profesionales Krystell & Benjamin

992 S Robert St #100

West Saint Paul,
MN 55118

651-204-0620

Rodriguez

Auto Se
io Rodnguez

==t

T

| 471 Wabasha St. S,, St. Paul, MN 55

651-227-6298 |
i i ‘%}; 1

TWIN CITY REFUSE
AND RECYCLING
319 Water St W « St Paul, MN 55107
www.twincityrefuse.com
On call roll off boxes & dump site

651-227-1549

VP of Mortgage Lending

651.689.0597 direct
651.442.6218 cell .
651.472.5820 fax @
2600 Eagan Woods Dr. | Ste. 470
Eagan, MN 55121
{ NMLS #:340496:MN-
£ MLO-34049%

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Guadalupe & St. Matthew, St Paul, MN.

A 4C 02-0202



